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For The Sunday School Times. 
LOVING GOOD MEN, 





BY THE REV. JOSEPH ALDEN, LL.D. 





HERE are many sources of enjoyment 

open to men. The same sources are 

not open to all. Some are more highly 

favored than others. God, in his infinite 
wisdom, has made men to differ. 

We should avail ourselves of all the 
means of enjoyment which God has given 
us. The child is blameworthy who wil- 
fully goes hungry when his father has 
furnished an abundant supply of food. 
The Christian is blameworthy when he 
does not avail himself of the means of 
enjoyment furnished by his heavenly 
Father. God made us to be happy. We 
dishonor him when we are not happy. 

“ But,” says one, “I thought we were 
made to do goud.” It is true that we 
were made to do good—that this is to be 
the great business of our lives. Dving 
good is one of the greatest sources of en- 
joyment which God has opened to men. 
There is nothing more honorable or joy- 
giving than to be a laborer together with 
God in redeeming this world from the 
bondage of sin and sorrow. 

While this is the great flowing stream, 
there are precious rills that should not be 
neglected. A man whose earthly posses- 
sions were very small, and whose fre- 
quent ill health prevented him from 
doing for his Master much that it was in 
his heart to do, once said, “I take great 
comfort in loving good men.” 

It is a matter of gratitude that God 
has given us good men to love. Fallen 
as is our nature, grace has made many a 
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soul luvely, and has given us capacity to 
love. In the exercise of love is fuund 
our highest happiness. Happiness is 
proportionate to the intensity of our 
love and to the perfection of the object. 
While our highest happiness is found in 
loving God, there is great happiness in 
loving good men. 

Weare commanded to love the brother- 
hood—the brotherhood of good men— 
men bearing the image of Christ. “I am 
on the lookout for flowers,” said a tra- 
veler. He was on the lookout for them, 
because he enjoyed them. S> we should 
be on the lookout for good men that we 
may love them. We are not to wait for 
them to force themselves on our atten- 
tion. We are to look out for him. 

There is a great deal more enjoyment 
in loving men than in criticising them. 
Instead of finding fault with a man, it is 
far better to try to love them. 

It may be said that there are not many 
lovable men—that there are few whose 
qualities. are adapted to awaken love. 
That is true to a certain extent. There 
are few so Christlike as to cause our 
hearts spontaneously to overflow with 





love to them. But all who belong to 








Christ have something in them which 
Christ loves. We should strive to bring 
ourselves in sympathy with him. 


A traveler in the West sought shelter 
fora night in a log hut. He was a re- 
served man and conversed with his host 
no more than politeness required. When 
he asked to be allowed to retire for the 
night his host proposed prayer. He found 
that he was in the house of one of Gud's 
chosen ones. The hour of retiring was 
long delayed. The meeting with that 
man was one of the most enjoyable inci- 
dents of hisjourney. «+ 

Let us try to take more comfort in 
loving good men. 














How to Epvucate.—Mirabeau was 


once asked what was the best way of 


teaching popular liberty? He replied, 
“Begin with the infant in the cradle, 
and let the first name it lisps be Wash- 
ington.” So we would say to Christian 
parents, the best way to teach your chil- 
dren the knowledge of that liberty which 
makes them free, indeed, is to begin in 
the cradle, and let the first name you 
teach them to speak, be Jesus. 








Shepherd loves them, is watching them 
with kindly care, is calling them by 
name, and waiting for their following. 
When they follow Him, you may sing in 
gladness and thankfulness of heart. You 
may consider that God has given you a 
plentiful harvest.— Alex. Raleigh, D.D. 
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CULTIVATING BENEVOLENCE 
IN CHILDREN, 


(FIRST PAPER.) 


BY REV. GEORGE A. PELTZ, 


HAT more of active and intelligent 

benevolence is needed in our world 
none can doubt. There is much bene- 
volence which never is actualized, and 
much that is actualized is spasmodic 
and ill directed. Benevolence as a whole 
needs cultivation, It has run wild far 
too long. How to cultivate it, is a seri- 
ous question and a very broad one, Its 
easiest aspect is that which concerns its 
cultivation in children, and this too is 
its most hopeful side, for work can be 
done here, and * will tell mightily in 
the future. 

The first question to be weighed , 
How shall we put children in posses 1 
of the moneys upon which they are to 
exercise themselves benevolently ? ‘‘ Let 
them earn it,’”’ is usually the first answer 
to this inquiry. Very good, but how 
shall they earn it? If by honest toil of 
any kind, all right. Such labor will de- 
grade no child, and the lesson that 
honest toil brings its rewards cannot be 
too early learned. These earnings may 
be by service rendered parties other than 
the parents of the child. In such cases 
the matter stands purely on a business 
platform ; it is subject to business condi- 
tions, familiarity with which cannot be 
made too early in one’s life. 

But sometimes bargains for work and 
compensation are made between the 
child and its parent. Ia some cases the 
only opening for earning money is here. 
In such cases, arrangements must be de- 
licately made. No child should claim 
financial reward fur any service done 
its parents, All the service needed 
by the parent, which the child can pos- 
sibly render, should be held as freely 
subject to the parents’ call. Why should 
not the boy black his father’s bouts, or 
shovel the snow from his father’s pave- 
ment? Sv completely is the boy uuder 
his father’s control, and bound by love, 
and gratitude, and filial subordination, 
that no such wish should start a query 
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in the youthful heart but when ex- 
pressed, it shouldbe promptly, fully, 
freely met. 

And yet, while care is taken that the 
mercenary spirit do not come between 
the parent and his child, it still is prac- 
ticable so to adjust service and compen- 
sation that parental authority and filial 
duty shall by no means suffer. A clear 
understanding of the principles here 
stated will guide any thoughtful parent 
to a proper settlement of the details of a 
business arrangement with his child. 
Cases are mentioned where a child earns 
money by doing without butter, or cake, 
or coffee; or by getting up promptly in 
the morning; or by folding a napkin ; 
or by palling out grey hairs, and by 
many simflar devices. If abstemiousness 
is needed, or if medicine is to be taken, 
or if orderly, punctual habits are to be 
formed, far better allow them to stand on 
their own merits and to be acted upon 
accordingly. Habits of self mastery 
must be learned in these minor morali- 
ties, qnd better let them bring their own 
rewards than to append an extraneous 
pecuniary consideration. The discovery 
of a grey hair in one’s head, and other 
accidental matters, to which rewards are 
sometimes appended, cultivates a look- 
ing for happy hits, for lucky ventures ; 
in short, it fosters the expectation of pro- 
fit without toil, and so makes a big con- 
tribution to the rampant speculative 
spirit of the day. 

The rule applying to all these methods 
of furnishing the child with money 
should be, let him do genuine work for 
which he earns genuine wages. Weld 
together, even in childhood, the two 
great ideas, “toil” and “ triumph.” 

But whether children earn money or 
not, parents should appropriate to each 
child a stated sum per month, or per 
week. This appropriation should be 
graded to the age, and the supposed ne- 
cessitiesofthechild. The clothing supply 
may be put into it in more advanced 
years, but the slate pencil account, and 
the lunch account should be in all who 
go to school, and the benevolent account 
should in all cases be included in this 
appropriation. The stated working ca- 
pital of each child thus becomes his re- 
gular appropriation plus his earnings. 
All this he should be required to charge 
against himself in a memorandum book, 
or on a card, a slate, or a shingle. 

His expenditures from this fund should 
first of all be his benevolence. He is 
no mere carrier of his father’s pennies. 
He is a capitalist, a steward of the Lord’s 
money. He gives for charity from his 
own fund, and according to his own ideas 
of right and propriety. His indulgences 
also are paid from this fund. Be it candy, 
ice cream, or a base ball; he has his 
money and he makes his choice. A cer- 
tain line of his necessities, for instance 
slate pencils and such matters, should 
also be inserted here. A1l spent must be 
put to his credit item by item. 


The account thus kept should be audited 
monthly by the parent. It may appear 
that the candy account is too heavy, or 
perhaps this is true of the benevolent 
account, or perhaps all will be just right. 
At any rate, audit the account and make 
it the subject of good, Christian, , busi- 
ness-like advice, It lays the foundation 
for a wise benevolence, It also cultivates 
business habits and teaches a child the 
value and uses of money. 

It may be supposed that children can- 
not be induced to keep these accurate 
accounts. But many children do keep 
them, and as a rule a child will feel 
honored in managing its little business 
in its own way. We may, however, be 
quite sure that no child will attempt this 
without encouragement, and perhaps 








witheut gentle compulsion thereto. The 
earth does not yield her increase without 
the husbandman’s toil. Business does 
not pay unless it be pushed. Scholars 
do not excel except they study hard. 
Benevolence will not flourish but as the 
result of careful and continuous culture, 
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ON THE LORD'S DAY. 


BY JOSEPHINE POLLARD. 


The Sabbath morning came agaiu, 
The bells rang clear and sweet, 

A living tide of worshipers 
Poured throngh the city street. 

The good man said, “I, too, will go 
My long accustomed way, 

And join my feeble voice with theirs 
Who meet to praise and pray. 


“The day is cold, the distance great, 
But when the heart is warm 

We do not count the steps we take, 
Nor suffer from the storm. 

And though so feeble is the flesh 
His precepts I'll obey, 

And in His spirit will be found 
Upon His holy day.” 


A sudden change passed o’er his face,— 
“ Father!” the children cry ; 

But, ah, the good man was too far 
Away to make reply! 

For ere the church bells ceased to toll 
Their overture of love 

His spirit found an entrance in 
The ghorious Church above. 


But though upon his pallid lips 
The seal of death is set, 
By every record of his life 
The good man speaketh yet. 
Rest from all earthly toils and cares, 
Rest, full and free, is given 
To him who on that Sabbath day 
Began the week in heaven! 








For The Sunday-School Times. 
SAMSON’S HAIR. 


BY THE REV, A. MCELROY WYLIE, 


i was long. It was very significant. 
He was a Nazarite by consecration 
from his birth. The Nazarite vow was a 
threefold cord of binding strength. It 
imposed the law of temperance, the law 
of cleanness, the law of conscious subor- 
dination to divine power and authority. 
This last is not so plain, but it was none 
the less important. The other elements 
in the vow led up to it as to a climax. 
Why were those seven locks associated 
with such strength as the world never 
witnessed its parallel? Is not the human 
hair the very type and symbol of weak- 
ness and instability? And is it not the 
most readily of all the corporeal parts 
separated from the human body? And 
is not this separation also without pain ? 
Perhaps these questions will suggest 
some answers to that mystery, as to why 
Jehovah should have associated Sam- 
son’s strength with Samson’s hair. You 
may look at the brawny bone and muscle 
of the giant and say: “There is the con- 
taining of his prodigious power!” And 
this would be natural; for what better 
type of strength is there than a massive, 
muscular frame? But, nay, for this very 
reason the superhuman strength of the 
Nazarite shall not reside in his bone and 
thews. How then Would its superhuman 
and divine derivation be made manifest ? 
This all-conquering energy is hidden in 
the hair;—then men shall see it, and 
men shall see it that it is wholly of God. 
The weakest part of the body is asso- 
ciated with supernatural strength. God 
always, in the appointment of his ordi- 
nances and ordaining of elements of 
power, keeps before us that virtue and 
greece come by reason of his appoint- 
ment. So God is kept before our eyes. 
Look into the kingdom of God and 
you will find this principle every where 
made good. What are weaker in them- 
selves than Baptism and the Lord’s Sup- 
per? What more impotent in the world’s 
eye than preaching? What more con- 

















temptible than prayer in the estimate of 
the rationalist and the doubting scien 
tist? Yet here is Samson with his seyen 
locks, and in his hands-this jawbone of 
prayer can do more execution than the 
world’s best enginery. 

If this ministry were committed to an- 
gels, and the effects following, men Would 
say, “Of course; it is angelic power.” 
But now they must say, looking at this 
earthen pottery, “It is of God.” 

Samson’s hair teaches the world that 
God ever takes the weakest things 
wherein to hide his own strength. And 
again, the hiding of strength in those 
locks of hair promotes faith by showing 
clearly that the effect is not traceable to 
any visible and adequate cause. 

Samson’s hair effectually kills ‘the 
rationalizing spirit. The weaver’s beam, 
clinging to those locks as he rushes along, 
sweeps down the whole army of ration- 
alists. They could stand before his 
muscles but not before his hair. They 
could expatiate upon those muscles and 
bones, and make the staring world believe 
that force—all force and all correlation of 
forces reside in matter, and that a cause 
in matter is as big as any effect in Spirit; 
but Samson’s hair strangles them all and 
they are dumb. No man can look at 
those seven locks and forget God. 

Now, when these oily-tongued mate- 
rialists want us to put away the seven 
locks, what do they propose to put in 
their place? Would they have us be- 
lieve that Samson, shorn and blind, 
grinding im the prison-house, is stronger 
than Samson long-haired and pursuing 
the entire army of the Philistines? We 
trow the difference is this: In the one 
case the Philistines are masters, making 
sport of a shorn and blind giant; and in 
the other they are mastered and in full 
retreat. 

And again, let the Church of God re- 
remember how those locks were lost. It 
was in dalliance with Delilah. To-day 
the Church is in danger of going tosleep 
upon the world’s lap. She is Delilah the 
treacherous ; and, if so, the Church will 
awake to shake herself and only to find 
all divine strength departed. 

Let the Church of the living God re- 
member that compromises with the world 
is the cutting off of her locks; and 
whether the dalliance comes by admit- 
ting the worldly into her family, or by 
going out to meet the world’s principles, 
the effects are all the same. 

We have need to-day, when the din of 
this clamor salutes our ears on every side 
—“Popularize! popularize!” “ Incor- 
porate new agencies!” “ Seek new alli- 
ances,” I say we have need to remember 
that Samson with his locks and with none 
of the world’s armor is infinitely stronger 
than Samson shorn, though he be 
clad in steel, and though he stand in com- 
pany with a million of those on whom 
never the Spirit of God doth move. 

The shears of insinuating unbelief can 
do that for a sleeping Church what vast 
armies of open opposition could never 
achieve upon one waking warrior bat- 
tling in the name of his God. 





NEGLECTING THE CHILD. 





* * * * * * * 

HEN the father thinks more of 
building a marble palace for his 
business than he does of building his boy 
into a character of divine pattern; when 
the merchant shakes his little son from 
his knee after supper because he thinks 
more of looking over the stock-list or 
dry-goods quotations than he does of in- 
stilling great and good conceptions into 
the young soul; when the mother ex- 
pends nine-tenths of her time and talk on 
frills and fea hers, thus teaching her lit- 





tle girl to rejoice in vanity—what won- 
der if the family circle, instead of being 
a nursery of roses,-presents the appear- 
anee of a pateh of thorns. Let not the 
head of a household attempt to excuse his 
neglect of his children under thespecious 
plea that he commits them to the care of 
the very best teachers on week-daysand to 
the influgnce of the Sabbath-school on 
Sundays. No agency on earth can take 
the place of parental instruction and dis- 
cipline administered in intense interest 
chastened by tenderness and absorbing 
love. The relation between the mother 
and her offspring is thoroughly peculiar. 
She cannot delegate the duty of fidelity 
to this relation to any other living being, 
and the simple attempt to shift the bur- 
den of responsibility from her own soul 
to an outside party is te incur dreadful 
sin. God, in giving her the babe, says: 
“Heficeforth your life ought to be con- 
secrated. Here is a gift trom heaven of 
which you are the divinely-appointed 
steward. Influence and guide this fair 
young soul you must, either for weal or 
woe.” Not the marble upon which Phi- 
dias impressed his genius, nor the can- 
vas. into which Raphael breathed his 
most exalted imagination, can compare 
in preciousness with this divine creation. 
Immortality, as glorious as it is endless, 
is the goal toward which the father and 
mother are bound to point through later 
life those of whom in the dawnof life Je- 
sus says “Of such is the kingdom of 
heaven.” And if the parent pleads lack 
of time, or absorption in business, or the 
inexorable demands of society, or any- 
thing else, as a reason for failing in 
teaching, encouraging, rebuking, inspir- 
ing, governing, and, in short, wholly 
moulding after a Christ-like ideal the 
little inmates of his dwelling—let him 
seriously consider whether, after all, he 
has either the time or the right to live in 
God’s world, neglecting what are among 
his highest, as thay ought also to be his 
sweetest, tasks. The voice of God to him 
is “‘ Whoso offends one of these little ones 
which believe in Me, it were better for 
him that a millstone were hanged about 
his neck, and that he were drowned in 
the depths of the sea.” — Zhe Christian at 
Work. 
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THE BLOSSOMING TIME. 


BY E. E. ROGERS, 


HE season suggests the analogy be- 

.tween a flowering plant and Obris- 
tianity. The development from seed and 
living germ to organized plant-life is 
slow. The development from tiny stalk 
and leaves to full-proportioned plant, 
with luxuriant foliage, is likewise slow. 
The budding stage comes. The expan- 
sion of the budisslow. At last the time 
comes when floral coloring and beauty 
appear. What a transformation is 
wrought in a few days! What a change 
from buds to blossoms! Marvelous in- 
deed is the opening bloom caused by the 
sunshine of a single day. 

What shall we say of all previous 
growth as compared with this? It has 
undoubtedly been just as rapid, but not 
as evident to the senses. Marvelous in- 
deed was the change through all the 
earlier stages of the plant growth, but 
our weak vision comprehended it not. 
We can measure with our senses the un- 
folding from bud to blossom, and this we 
call wonderful, 

Is not Christianity, in its growth, like 
the flowering plant? Have not the ages 
intervening between germination and the 
budding stage passed very slowly away ? 
Have we not waited long, very long for 
the blossoming time? Has not the blos- 
soming time come at last? In England, 
Scotland, Germany, see we not signs of 
the immediate unfolding into all the 
beauty and glory of Pentecostal days? 

Dropping the figure, let me ask What 
shall hinder the Church from taking pos- 
session of every city and every village in 
the name of Christ? Immediate posses- 


sion! Why not? This country for the 
Master! Why not? New York, Phila- 
delphia, Chicago, Cincinnati—all for 





Mz 





Christ 
vertin; 
conve! 
all wit 
We a 
lievers 
consec 
gather 
know! 


r 


“Wehe 
neve! 


_ ian 


BET 


{Furr 


“So 


Tem 
nific 
seen 
skil 
flas} 
pur 
pla 
of i 
axe 
onc 


cha 
ced 
and 
qua 
of t 
at < 





May 15, 1875. 





THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


SOF 





Christ, now ! 
verting power in our Sunday-schools and 
converting power in our churches. It is 
all within the grasp of prayer and faith. 
We are straightened notin Him! Be- 
lievers of every denomination, will you 
consecrate yourselves for such an in- 
gathering of souls as the world has never 
known? 





“YE SHALL FIND.” 


BY THE DEAN OF CANTERBURY. 





* We have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: 
neverthe.ess, at Thy word I will let down the net.” 





“All the night. and nothing taken," 
How sbail we let down the net? 
All onr st adfust hopes are shaken 
Every scheme with tailure met; 
Though we spexk the message clear 
Yet the sinner wiil not hear. 


“All the night and nothing taken,” 


And the hours are speeding by; 
Is the chosen flock forsaken ? 

Is no Master standing nigh ? 
Nouvght is found amorg the band 


But faint heart and weary band. 


Still, though night may pass in sorrow 
And no guiding star appear, 

Soun is the pro nise for the morrow 
From the Master standing near; 

“ Ye shall find’’—then hopeful yet, 

At His word, we joose the net. 





DEDICATORY SERMON 
PREACHED MAY 1, 1875, AT THE 
BETHANY NEW CHURCH, IN PHI- 
LADELPHIA. 





BY THE PASTOR, 
REV. J. RUSSEL MILLER, 





[Furnished by reqnest for pnblicationin 7 he Sun- 
duy-School Times. | 





“So the king and all the people dedicated the 
house of Gud,.”—2 Chron. 7: 5. 


HERE never was a grander scene 
than the dedication of Solomon’s 
Temple. The building was the most mag- 
nificent, perhaps, that the world has ever 
seen. It was a marvel of architectural 
skill. It loomed up on its mountain, 
flashing in the sunshine like a crown of 
pure gold. It had been so perfectly 
planned that in the whole seven years 
of its erection the sound of hammer, or 
axe, or any tool of iron, had not been 
once heard on its walls or in any of its 
chambers. In the forests of Lebanon the 
cedar trees bad been cut down and hewn 
and carved. The stones had all been 
quarried and cut intoshape. Every part 
of the stately pile had been made ready 
at a distance, and silently asif by magic, 
Tne Magnificent Building 

went up, until it was completed. Then 
the whole nation was assembled by spe- 
cial proclamation. Grand religious cere- 
monials were observed. Tradition says 
that in that majestic dedication service 
there were two hundred thousand singers 
in the choir, and that the orchestra was 
composed of two hundred thousand silver 
trumpets, forty thousand timbrels and 
forty thousand harps. Innumerable and 
costly sacrifices were offered. The ark of 
the covenant was borne by the priests in 
solemn procession, and placed in the 
holy sanctuary prepared as its resting 
place. Then the king took his place on 
the brazen scaffold, in the midst of the 
court of the temple, and kneeled down 
on his knees before all the assembled 
people, and spread forth his hands to- 
ward heaven and prayed. The prayer 
closed by calling upon God to take pos- 
session. of the house built for his dwell- 
ing-place. ‘‘ Now, therefore, arise, O Lord 
God, into thy resting place, thou and the 
ark of thy strength.” The prayer was 
heard, for we read that “ when Solomon 


Why not? We want nex iis 
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had made an end of praying,” while the | 


whole congregation stood in solemn 
silence, awaiting and expecting, “ the 
fire came down from heaven and con- 
sumed the burnt offering and the sacri- 
fices, and the glory of the Lord filled the 
house.” 

Such was the grand and gorgeous cere- 
monial of the dedication of the temple. 


rather, the soft and silent descent of the 
invisible Spirit of God to fill our souls, to 
inspire our devotions, to warm and thrill 
our hearts, and to bless our worship and 
our work, This is 


A Day of Great Joy 
for us. This church has been ten years 
organized, but to-day, for the first time, 
it has a home; a house built for its own 
use, and now set apart as a sacred sanc- 
tuary of God. This day marks, therefore, 
a new and important era in the history 
of Bethany. It seems fitting, for this rea- 
son, that I should this morning enunciate 
some of the principles which underiie our 
work, that I should define the polity of 
our chureh, and name some of the ob- 
jects and interests to which we devote 
this house of God. 
Free Pews and Sittings. 


1. And first, we dedicate it as a free 
church. There will be no pew rents. The 
poorest man or woman who enters these 
gates will have the same privileges as the 
richest. The rich will not have a little 
paradise of their own in the centre of the 
house, while the poor are seated in the 
shadow of the gallery, or far back near 
the door. And yet weare Presbyterians, 
and as such believe in the family unit. 
We believe in maintaining the family re- 
lation in the church organization, and 
we want the parents and their children 
to sit in the same pew, and to sit in the 
same pew Sabbath after Sabbath. We 
do not want families to enter by different 
doors and scatter all over the house ; nor 
do we want them to sit to-day in a front 
pew, next Sabbath off by the east wall, 
and the next in the gallery. We want 
to cultivate and nurture the home feel- 
ing, and to cement and hallow thesacred 
family ties. Therefore the pews are to 
be formally allotted, and every member 
of this church and congregation, and all 
who desire to worship with us, a whole 
or a part of the time, are invited to come 
to-morrow evening and select pews for 
themselves. 

Pian of Support. 


Is there nothing whatever to pay? 
Yes. Here is our plan. It requires money 
to support any church. Besides, God has 
ordained giving as one of the means of 
grace. The poorest Christian cannot af- 
ford not to give. The widow must give 
her mites to get God’s blessing. But we 
leave the amount with every one’s con- 
science. You take a sitting, and you will 
receive a package of envelopes, bearing 
the number which stands opposite your 
name on the books of the Superintendent 
of Finance, and dated for each Sabbath 
of the year. In accepting a sitting you 
will simply pledge yourself to give every 
Sabbath, faithfully and conscientiously, 
as God may prosper you. The plan is 
very simple. It puts all the people on 
precisely the same level. It opens the 
most desirable pews aliketorich and poor. 
Then if all the pews are taken, and all 
the people honestly and conscientiously 
perform their part, the revenue of the 
church will be large enough to meet all 
its obligations, and to carry on all its 
operations on a healthy and vigorous 
scale. 

Not a Spiritual Hospital. 


2. We dedicate this house to Christian 
work, It is not to be a home, merely, for 
invalid Christians, It is not to be a re- 
fuge, merely, into which men may flee to 
hide away from the storms of life. It is 
not to be a feasting chamber, merely, 
where invited guests shall sit down at 
God’s table, week after week, to eat and 
be filled. It is not built as a hospital, 
with rows of beds for people who are 
spiritually sick. It is not a dormitory for 
drowsy Christians to sleepin. It is an 
armory, in which Christian soldiers are 
to gird and equip themselves for stern, 
resolute, uncompromising warfare. It is 
a great Christian workshop where every 


| body is to be busy. It is a homein which 


The Lord dwells no more in houses built | 


of cedar and gold. He has no earthly 
temple but the hearts of his people. Yet 
we come to-day to dedicate a house to 
his worship aud service. We bring no 
offerings but our hearts and lives, which 
we lay afresh upon the holy altar. We 
expect no visible cloud to descend, fill- 
pg the house, and no fire to fall, con- 
suming the sacrifice; but we expect, 


| 


Christ’s disciples are to rest and feed 
that they may go out to earnest work and 
faithful witnessing. The one mission of 
a Christian church is to save perishing 
souls, to carry the gospel to every crea- 
ture, not to the good and gentle and 
courteous only, not merely to those who 
come within their doors, but down among 
the vilest and most hardened. While 
you sit in your fine churches, friends, 
and read your Bibjes, aud bow rever- 
ently at God’s feet in prayer for the 
heathen and sing your missionary songs, 











while you rest in your own humes, under | 


the shadow of God’s wings, in homes 
blessed and sweetened and beautified by 
the love of Christ, there are thousands 


all about you who are away down in the 


very gutters and sewers of degradation. 
Has any one gone to them to invite them 
to the house of God? Has any one has- 
tened on swift foot to tell them of the 
wonderful love of God ? 

Dying of Dignity. 

Christian churches all over the land 
are dying of conservatism and dignity. 
They build stately temples and have 
stately services, and the gospel is preached 
in garb of fauitless rhetoric and elocu- 
tion. But no hand is reached out to save 
the lost. 


Christian men must leave the drawing 
room and go down into the dingiest 
alleys and preach Jesus, Christian wo- 
men, gentle, lovely, refined, must go out 
of their comfortable homes into narrow 
streets, and climb rickety stairs into dark 
garrets, and sit down by the side of the 
poor sick girl, or the dying man, or the 
wasting child, and whisper in ears un- 
used to sweet and holy voices the tender 
words of the Saviour’s love, and bow on 
bare, cold floors and breathe up prayers 
to the loving Father for those for whom, 
perhaps, no one ever prayed before. 
You say 
This is Rough Work, 


—hard. Yes, but did not Jesus find it 
rough and hard when he came to save 
our souls? Yousay you will meet with 
rebuffs gnd angry words, It may be, but 
did not,Jesus meet scorn, and insult, and 
reproach for you? You say, it grates 
upon one’s fine, sensitive feelings to go 
down among the hardened and the low. 
Yes, but did not Jesus come from the 
sweetness and tenderness of heaven, 
where no harsh word ever fell upon bis 
ear, where his feet were never sviled or 
stained by mire or dust, where only pure 
and holy beings ever.came near to him? 
And did he not go among the vilest out- 
casts, and take them by the hand, and 
eat with them, and pour the sweetness, 
the tenderness, the fragrance of his love 
upon them until he melted their hearts? 
He did not wait till sinners came, bow- 
ing at hig feet, to ask for salvation, He 
went out to seek them. He sought them 
in the darkest ways of evil. We need 
the Master’s Spirit. What if we do some- 
times break over the o!d conventionali- 
ties of church life? What if we do vio- 
late some of the proprieties? 
What if we do Startle People 

by our earnestness and zeal? What if 
we do soil our hands or our feet in seek- 
ing lost souls and helping them out of 
the mire of sin? Oh, that the mantle of 
the Master might fall this morning upon 
all the people of this church! Let us 
dedicate ou:selves afresh to Christian 
service! May every heart that has been 
warmed and thriiled by the Saviour’s 
love, throb with love for the perishing ! 
Let every soul that has tasted of the 
bread of lie hasten to carry it to others 
who are famishing! Let every hand that 
has grasped the cross be reached out to 
rescue those who are struggling yet in 
sin’s dark tides! Let every foot tnat has 
found the way of lite and peace run after 
those whose steps take hoid on heli! Let 
the eight hundred members of this church 


go out from this house, at the close of | 


each Sabbath, to carry blessing into every 
street and to go preaching Christ’s glori- 
ous gospel fur a whole week wherever 
their eet may turn! Let every man tind 
his work and do it and every wuman fiud 
her work and do it! Let every buried 
talent be brought out and employed | 
All the People to Sing. 

3. We dedicate this house to the praise of 
God and to the interests of congregational 
singing. You know it is the fashion in 
many churches to have all the praising 
done by asmall choir. Often they are 
professionals who sing all the week on 
the stage, and then cuwe on the Sabbath 
to sing with unwash@d lips the praises of 
God, And the people sit in their pews 
and listen, taking uo part in the service. 





| through all its pipes! 
Before the Millenial morning | breathe out the divine sweetness and 
dawns all this must be changed, Young | 








Now the singing which | believe God | 
ordained and commands, and which he | 


will bless to the church and to the world, 
is not the singing of a few experts in the 
organ gallery, but the great sung bursting 
up from the whole congregation. Think 
ot the great assembly of tue birds in the 
forest, on a sweet June morning, perched 
on their branches in solemn sijeuce, sup- 
pressing the joy, the warble and the song 
in their breasts, while tour of their num- 
ber do all the singing! Or think of the 
great congregation in heaven, ransomed 
by the blood of the Lamb, sitting in song- 
legs hush in the glorious temple, saved, 


their hearts full of joy and thrilling in 
every fibre with love, and yet allowing a 
quartette of angels to sing for them ! 
“ Let those refuse to sing 
Who never knew our Gou.” 
They have no joy and gratitude to sing 
out. 
“But children of the heavenly King 
Should speak their joys abroad.” 
Hence we dedicate this house to grand 
congregational praise. 
F Our Great Organ 
we dedicate to Christ. May he speak 
May his Spirit 


richness in every note! May his fingers 
be ever on its keys! It will lead us in 
our praising. And our choir has its 
place. I believe in a strong chorus choir, 
composed of singers with sanctified hearts 
and voices, who will sing with fervency, 
with love, and with true devotion. They 
will lead the praises of the great congre- 
gation. And may they all be full of the 
Holy Ghost! But all the people are to 
sing. They are to sing with all their 
heart. We want not one mouth to be 
closed. We want the old people to sing. 
They will soon be singing the song of 
Moses and the Lamb in glory, and they 
must learn it well before they go. Their 
voices may be a little harsh and broken, 
but they will make no discord in the great 
chorus as it rises up into God's ear. We 
want the young people to sing out the 
joy and gladness of their hearts. We 
want the troubled and sorrowing to sing 
away their griefs. We want the burdened 
to sing away their cares. We want the 
children to sing, for their lips are the 
purest, their love the sweetest, and their 
voices the best attuned to the heavenly 
songs,—let everything that hath breath 
praise the Lord | 
This Church a Home, 

4, We dedicate this house to a gospel of 
comfort and hep. In coming years many 
weary hearts will enter these gates, carry- 
ing burdens of sin, or of sorrow, or of 
want, or of care, or of pain. May they 
find here sweet rest and peace. There is 
said to be a gateway at the entrance of a 
narrow passage in the city of London 
over which is written, “ No burdens al- 
lowed to pass through this gate.” But, 
blessed be God, no such words are writ- 
ten over the door that Jeads into the 
Church of Christ. Every sermon that is 
preached, and every song that is sung, 
echoes: forth the loving invitation of 
Jesus to all who are bearing burdens, 
“Come unto me, all ye that Jabor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” How many hearts there are that 
carry heavy burdens, They may not be 
visible to the eye of the beholder, but 
nevertheless they are heavy, so heavy 
that strong men bow under their weight, 
and are oftentimes crushed into the dust 
by them. But over the gates of the 
sanctuary of God we may write the words, 
‘Come, cast thy burden on the Lord.” 
Sore, stricken hearts may bring their 
loads and lay them all down at Jesus’ 
feet. They may hang them all on the 
mighty outstretched arms of his cross. 
They may pile them aj! up on his shoul- 
der. Who is this that cometh in at these 
doors to-day and walketh along these 
aisles and pauseth herein our midst? Itis 
Jesus, the great burden-bearer. For hun- 
dreds of years have his people been lay- 
ing all their burdens upon his shoulders. 
And he comes into this house this morn- 
ing to make it his home and to stay here 
with us, and to 

Lift the Load Off 

every heart that is bowed down with 
grief, or sin, or care. Oh, how many men 
and women, as the years go by, shall 
come in here weary and heavy-hearted 
and go away rested and strong! As the 
blessed words of Gud are spoken, they 
shall feel strong arms wound around 
their weakness. As the prayers go up, 
God's angels shall come and bear away 
the loads that were so heavy. As the 
sweet songs ring out there will be soft 
and gentie fingers wiping away the 
mourner’s tears and laying their healing 
touch on the wounded heart. 

One of the best compliments ever paid 
to a preacher’s sermon was that uttered 
by a very poor woman, when she said to 
her pastor one day, “Sir, you make the 
Monday’s work very light tor me. I think 
of the words you spoke on Sunday in the 
sermon and before I know it the day’s 
work is all done.” Think of that poor 
woman, toiling hard in her lowly home 
all day, really borne up, almost inspired 
by the blessed things she heard in God’s 
house on the Sabbath. I love to think of 
the holy ministry of the divine Word al] 
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the week long, when it has been spoken 
lovingly and faithfully in the pulpit. I 
love to follow it in thought, flowing 
down from the sanctuary like a hundred 
streams of clear, pure water from the 
springs in the mountain rocks, among 
the homes of the faint, the tempted, the 
disheartened who dwell in life's valleys, 
bearing blessing everywhere. The little 
rain drops fall feom heaven and sink away 
and seem to be lost. But in silence and 
secretly they go down among the Yoots 
of the trees and grasses and flowers 
and perform a blessed work. And to- 
morrow the leaves are greener, the flowers 
are more fragrant, and all nature is 
fresher and brighter, and wore joyous. 
So it is with the Word of God. It falls 
upon hundreds of hearts in the house of 
prayer. It goes down into the secret 
chambers of the soul. It pours itself 
about the roots of life. It leaves a bless- 
ing there. And to-morrow, and all the 
week, the ple of God are stronger, 
happier, holier and more fruitful. 
A Sweet Resting Place. 

There is no man or woman who does 
not come to the end of the week jaded 
and weary. We want to make this church 
80 bright, so cheerful, so joyful, so joy- 
inspiring, that it will be a sweet resting- 

lace to all who come within its gates. 

hen one comes in harassed by troubles 
and complications in his worldly affairs, 
we want tosend him away feeling that 
the Lord is with him, and that his hand 
will take all the tangles out of his busi- 
ness in due time. When one comes in 
faint, exhausted and depressed by the 
experiences of the week, ready to lose 
heart altogether, we want God’s angels to 
kindle a fire of coals beside him and 
bake a cake of heavenly bread tor him, 
that he may go many days on the strength 
thus imparted, When one comes in from 
a home darkened by bereavement, we 
want to draw aside the veil that hides 
the glorified throng, and give him a 
limpse of the faces of his loved ones on 
the radiant hills of heaven waiting for 
the coming of his feet. When one comes 
in here “ot mere and filled with doubts 
about the providence of God, we want 
to show him a glimpse of the end so 
glorious and bright, when we shall see 
wisdom and love in everything. When 
one comes in hee burdened with a sense 
of sin, we want to hold up the cross that 
he shall see the bleeding propitiation and 
away rejoicing. We want to make 
the Sabbath cup so full that it shall 
Plash Over and Flow Down 


through all the or of the week, filling 
every day’scup with sweetness. We want 
to send the Sabbath songs singing through 
all the people’s homes and hearts, until 
they come again to God’s house, We want 
the alabaster box of ointment broken 
open here in the sanctuary, so to perfume 
the very garments of all who worship 
here, that they shall be in the world 
through all the week like “the smell of 
a field which the Lord hath blessed.” In 
Eastern poetry they tell of a wondrous 
tree on which grew golden apples and 
silver bells. And every time the breeze 
went by, and tossed the fragrant branches 
a shower of these golden apples fell, an 

the bells chimed and tinkled forth their 
sweet and airy music. So would we have 
the gospel tree which the Lord’s hand 
hath planted here, that every Sabbath 
breeze shall bring down the rich and 
mellow fruits, that the precious odors of 
paradise shall bathe our souls, that the 
joyous bells shall thrill our hearts with 
divine music, and that their gentle tones 
shall be wafted out into all these streets, 

The Kind of Preaching. 

5. We dedicate this house to the preach- 
ing of a gospel of salvation. I believe 
that all men are condemned and lost by 
nature. It takes more than refinement 
or culture to save them. They must be 
born again. I believe that Jesus is the 
one and the only Saviour, and that only by 
faith in his blood can any one be saved. 
And that is what will be preached in this 

ulpit—not science, for science cannot 
foesk off the slave's chain, nor remove 
the curse of sin, nor reveal the love of 
God to lost souls; not poetry, for poetry 
may charm and lull and soothe, but can- 
not convict or convert or wash away sin- 
stains; but the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
which is the power of God unto salva- 
tion to every one that believeth. 

I saw a little plant that had been 
broken and crushed, until it seemed 
utterly dead, and had been cast out into 
the street to be trodden under foot, A 
gardener found it and took it into his 
garden and planted and tenderly nur- 





tured it. The sun warmed it with his 
beams, and the clouds poured their 
genial rains upon its roots, and it began 
to live. And when I saw it again it was 
a graceful, beautiful plant, with tender 
branches, green leaves and fragrant blos- 
soms, So the gospel finds the perishing 
soul, crushed, ruined and cast out to die. 
So it takes it up and nurtures it into ever- 
lasting life. This is the gospel which 
will be preached here, the old story of 
the Saviour’s love. 

A writer describes a visit to a famous 
painting of the Crucifixion; and while 
he stood before it, thrilled and enchained, 
a fashionably dressed lady approached to 
view the wonderful and touching exhi- 
bition of Calvary. He expected to hear 
from her lips words of tender interest 
and warmemotion. But she turned to a 
companion, with tearless eye, and cold 
unmoved voice, and praised the beauty 
of the high priest’s garment. The splen- 
dor of the robe, as traced by the artist’s 
pencil, and not the suffering Redeemer, 
was the object of her admiration, Is it 
not too often so in the Church of God? 
Is there not too often something in the 
sermon or the service or the music that 
attracts the eye or ear or heart, so that 
the beauty and grace of the Redeemer 
are not seen? 

Jesus, Only Jesus. 

God forbid that it should be so here; 
that anything should shine out in the 
picture which shall be unveiled here but 
Jesus! Like the artist, who took his 
brush and dashed out from his canvas, 
one after another, the secondary features 
that captivated the eye of the beholders, 
until there was only the face of the 
Saviour left, everything else blotted out, 
so do I desire to dash out of sermon and 
service and song and house everything 
that draws away the ear or eye or heart 
or thought, that only Christ may remain 
“the one altogether lovely,” holding u 
his pierced hands, his face beaming with 
love, and his eye kindling into a flame of 
pity and Se pe | for the lost. Let 
Jesus be forever the one theme of this 

ulpit. When this tongue lies hushed 
in the grave, and another preacher stands 
here in my place; when this congregation 
has passed away and these pews are filled 
with another assembly, may it still be 
true that Jesus is the one theme of song 
and sermon: Jesus for pardon; Jesus for 
comfort; Jesus for guide; Jesus for 
friend ; Jesus for hope and joy and life; 
Jesus for the sick-room; Jesus for the 
marriage altar and bridal chamber; Jesus 
for the death chamber; Jesus for the 
valley of shadows; Jesus for the glory 
of heaven, 

A Telegram from Heaven. 

A young man came one morning into 
the telegraph office in a town in England 
where he was employed. He was under 
deep conviction of sin, but he could not 
tell what to do. He sat down in great 
distress of mind. Then he fell upon his 
knees and began to cry up to God in 
secret. While he was thus bowed down 
in great sorrow, the telegraph machine 
began to click, He watched and read 
off the message. It came from Winder- 
mere, up among the beautiful lakes of 
England. First there was the name of 
the person for whom the message was 
sent. Then followed these words: “ Be- 
hold the Lamb of God which taketh away 
the sin of the world, in whom we have 
redemption through his blood, even the 
forgiveness of sins.” Then came the 
name of the sender. It was a strange 
message to.come on the wires. It was 
from a Christian brother to a sister, who 
had written to him about her soul. He 
had not time to write that day and he 
sent this telegram instead. But it was a 
telegram from heaven to that young man, 
and led him to the cross. 

May thousands who shall enter within 
these walls, in coming days, crying for 
peace, hear the same divine message 
thrilling from heaven on the wires of the 
Holy Word and besaved! Or is there not 
some heart here this morning, burdened 
by sin, desiring pardon and salvation, 
who, amid these joyous dedication scenes, 
may hear the Word and see the Redeemer 
and find life? What a seal of God’s 
favor upon this consecration; what a 
token of glorious things to come would 
it be—a soul born here to-day! 


A Retrospect. 

We turn back seventeen years. It isa 
Sabbath afternoon. One who has re- 
cent y found Christ himself, desiring to 
work for his Master, has gathered a group 
of little children in an upper room in a 
private house, They are seated on rough 





boards around the walls, They sing a 
hymn. They bow together in prayer. 
Then the Bible is opened and a lesson 
taught. It was a small beginning, but 
the Master breathed his benediction upon 
it, and the seed planted that day has 
grown into a great tree with wide-spread- 
ing branches and much fruit, in whose 
shelter many souls rest to-day. I cannot 
tell the story here this morning. Some 
of you know it better farthanI do. That 
upper room soon became too small, the 
school overflowing into the halls and 
stairways of the house. Then a tent was 
erected, which was the scene of much 
blessing during the summer months. 
Then it was that 
The Name * Bethany” 

was given to the school, that name around 
which cluster so many of the most tender 
and precious memories of the life of our 
dear Lord; a name whose very aroma, 
as it comes down to us in the gospel story, 
has proved a revelation of the sweet love 
and eros of Jesus to many a soul. 

When the cool autumn came a passenger 
railway depot,and then theschool building 
on Twenty-Third Street below Pine re- 
ceived the teachers and scholars. Mean- 
while the chapel on South Street was built, 
and on January 27th, 1859, was dedicated 
to God. This was the home of Bethany for 
nine years, and they were years of bless- 
ing. It was here that the church was 
born and cradled; the organization tak- 
ing place September 24th, 1865. Both 
church and school grew rapidly. The 
chapel was wondel and became too 
small, Then the large Sabbath-school 
Hall adjoining this house was erected, and 
on February 13th, 1868, was dedicated. 
Last summer it was enlarged and re- 
modeled. The scenes within those walls 
are fresh in the memories of most whom I 
address. From its organization the smile 
of God has rested, without breek, almost 
without shadow, uponthe church. In the 
less than ten } peor of its history more 
than a thousand souls have been received 
into its communion. Five years ago the 
necessity for a separate and suitable 
house for the use of the church became 
very pressing. Plans were adopted, the 


lot purchased, some money raised, and: 


one July afternoon, nearly four years 
ago, the ground was broken for this 
building. There have been discourage- 
ments as the work went slowly on. But 
God has opened the clouds to give light 
in every hour of darkness, The house 
is not yet completed. For special rea- 
sons the dedication has been hastened. 
But in a few weeks the last touches will 
be given to the work. And to-day we 
give it to God with praising hearts. 
Seventeen years ago the school began 
with twenty-seven scholars, To-day it 
numbers 1800. The church bas a mem- 
bership of 820. And the corporation 
own property worth at least $200,000. 
Surely the Lord hath done great things 
for us, whereof we are glad. 

I have stood at the end of a long avenue 
with a row of trees on either side, their 
branches meeting overhead and forming 
a beautiful arched covering over the long 
vista. So we stan1 to-day and look back 
to the beginning of this work, and it is 
hedged all along on either side by the 
green trees of God’s love, and the boughs 
of mercy lock and interlock in a glorious 
arch of loving-kindness over every inch 
of the way. With humble, grateful 
hearts, hearts overflowing wita love, we 
bow at the feet of God this morning and 
can only say, Preise, PRAISE, PRAISE! 

Laus Deo! 

And now we dedicate this house to 
Him whose we are, whose work we seek 
to do, and to whom alone we can look 
for blessing. The famous Eddystone 
light-house was first built by a proud 
architect, who covered its sides with 
boastful inscriptions, and used to go up 
into its balcony and defy the storms, But 
one night the sea swallowed up tower 
and builder. Again it was reared, and 
again it perished. Then another builder 
came and raised a course of stone from 
the solid sea-rock, riveting it to the rock. 
He carved no boastful inscriptions upon 
it, but on its lowest course he cut the 
words, “ Except the Jord build the house 
they labor in vain who build it.” And on 
its keystone, away above the lantern, he 
wrote, “ Laus Deo!” “ Praise to God!” 
And the magnificent tower still stands, 
off the coast of Cornwall, England, hold- 
ing up its beacon-light to the storm- 
tossed mariner. So we have reared this 
house “to give light and to save life.” 
We put the light into its place to 
day—God’s Holy Word—that it may 
burn, if the Lord will, for centuries, pour- 





ing its beams on the troubled waters and 
perilous seas, to guide men home to God. 
And we desire to rub out every name 
but Christ’s and to write all over its 
walls, “ Not unto us, O Lord, not unto 
ns, but unto thy name be the glory.” 
Amen. 
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War is declared! The hattle hastens on: 
Philistine hosts array themselves to fight 
Against the armies of the Israelites. 

The forces meet and join in conflict flerce : 
The enemy prevaiis. and Israel flees; 

But not until f ur thousand soldiers fal]! 
The scattered hosts retreating to their tents 
Defeated. sore am+zed and wond'ring ask 
“ Where now is Israel's God, who victory gives? 
And wherefore hath h» smitten us this day 
Before our enemies, the Philistines ?” 


‘Tis strange that Israel should again forget 

The warnings oft repeated unto them— 

‘If ye forsake the Lord, and serve strange gods 
Then He will surely turn and do you hurt’”! 
But so it was. 


Their trespasses were great, 

Aud God had sold them unto enemies ; 
Delivered them into the spoilers hands, 

So that they could no longer bravely stand. 
Unmindful stiil, the eldeis ¢ suncil hold ; 

A es conference is quickiy called. 
“What shall we do?” with one accord they cry; 
“ Jehovah surely hath forsaken us, 4 
E'se these Philistine hvsts could not prevail.” 

One, in whom all the rest han faith, replied : 

* Does not God dwell between the cherubim ? 

's not the ark Hix merting-place with man ? 

Did not the sacred ark, borne by the priests, 

Cause Jericho's strong walls to tumble down? 

Let's fetch the ark from shiloh unt» us 

And it shall save us from our enemies.” 


The ark is brought. and with it Eli’s sons, 
For whose vile doings punishment is sure 
The hosts of Israel rally once again, slat 
And when the ark appears a mighty shout f 
Is raised. so that the very earth did ring! br 
Phiistia’s captain urges on his troops; 
The hosts engege ; the battle waxes hot; 
But Israel's God, against whose mighty arm 7 
No combined human force can e’er prevail, 
Is not with Israel now, and prophecies 
Against the house of Eli, previous made, 
Are now to be fulfilled. They cannot stand ; 
Philistine’s mighty hosts again prevail, to 
And thirty thousand Hebrew footmen fall! 
The wicked sons of E i, too, are slain! 

The Ark of God is also carried off! 7 
And routed Israel fiee unto their tents. 





At Shiloh there is great excitement. too! ‘YI 
The aged priest. decrepit, feeble, blind, tre 
Borne down with weight of eight and ninety 

years, 7 mo 
Is carried from his tabernacle place wo 
Outside the city gates, and there, upon P 
An elevated wayside seat, he waits . . d 
To catch the early tidings from the frout; 9 
His heart is trembling for the Ark of God. fee 
And all the city. moved with anxious fear, St: 
In breathless expectation wait and watch. 
The day is wearing fast away, when, lo! = 
Far in the distance swiftly runs a man, Ch 
A soldier of the tribe of Benjamin; 
He comes with tidings from the battle-field ; up 
His clothes are rent and dust upon his head, q 
Sure signs of grief and great calamity. 
He gaivs the city gates. and breaks the news, 
When all the people wail and loudly cry, 
Lamenting great the loss by them sustained. fre 


His eyes so dim with age he could not see th 
The messenger unnoticed passed him by ; 

And not till Eli hears the ple cry be 
Does he surmise the evil tidings brought. 

* What mean this noise and tumult?” Eli asks. 
In haste they bring the Benjamite to nim. 


“ Who art thou?” Eli asks, 

The man replies: 

“Tam a soldier from the battle-field ; 

With difficulty I escaped and fled.” 

And Fli said “ What is there done, my son””’ 
The messenger then told bis woful tale: 

* The army of the Israelites has fled!” 

To be repulsed again was bad enough, 

But news more sad than this he had to tell. 
“Thy people also hath been slaughtered great; 
E en thirty thousand noble soldiers fell! 

This day; by base Philistines’ swords wereslain "" 
The infirm priest could bear e’en this sad news 
But closer still the dread tale comes to him! 

“ I fear to tell thee more, but thy two sons, 
Hophni and Pnhinehas, are also slain !” 


Rebellious though they were he loved his boys; 
Successors to the priestly office they 

E en now that offi*e held and ministered 

In holy things, disgracing priestly robes. 

But Eli feared it might be even so, 

For had not Samuel this same foretold? 

To whom Eli replied, “ It is the Lord. } 
Let Him do what He will, as seems Him good.” 
And so he was prepared to bear e’en this 

Sad blow, bereaving him of all his sons, 

But there were sadder tidings unto him 

He could not bear. 


His tremblipg bosom throbs 
With wild intensity, but not ly still | 
He bears it ali until he hears these words 


“ The Ark of God is taken by the foe !” 


This was the great calamity of all! 

None greater could occur. The sacred ark! 
Blest symbol of Jehovah's Jove and power! 
Among the tabernacle furviture 

None like the Ark of God was high esteemed. 
In this was Israel's highest, brightest hope ; 
Their glory; here Jehovah's presence too! 
Tts loss foreshadowed unto Eli's mind 
Complete destruction of the nation's power! 
In this disaster great he also saw 
Abolishment ot God’s great covenant 

With Israel! Besides, the wickedness 

Of his unfaithful sons had largely been 

The cause of all this dire calamity. 


A’l these sad thonghts, and doubtless many more. 
Kushed in upon his mind, as these last words— 
Aunouncement terriie, fell on his ear— 

His feeble constitution, trembling he: rt, 

Long sorrowful, could not endure the shock! 
And falling backward from his wayside seat 

The wo indulgent father, faithful priest, 

And Israel's judge for forty years, EXPIRED! 
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THE cuts represent the plan i}] 
of the new Bethany Sabbath- , 
School Building in Philadel- lle ea 
phia. They are copied from ‘ s 
drawings by the architect, Mr. m ‘. 
J. Addison Hutton. For a Ns | 
view of the ® | 

Front Elevation = is UPPEN PORTION OF SCHOOL ROOM ar al 

the reader is referred to the :- . 
first page. A description of it @ , 
follows: i | 

The structure covers the — * i 
whole of the western end of 
the block on Twenty-second 
Street, from Bainbridge Street 
to Pemberton Street. The 
front is circular in form. . The 


general aspect is that of a 
two-story church with a clere- 
story. The front elevation is 
composed of a series of six 
gables with two towers, one of 
which is dwarfed; the sother 
rises to the height of some 
fifty feet, forming a clock 





slated and louvered bell-chamber and spire 
of some 46 feet, the total height from the | 
ground to the top of the finial being 105 feet. | 


The material employed is the Trenton 
brown-stone, with trimmings of the Halde- 
man blue-stone, the voussoirs of the arches 


FIRST FLOOR. 


| 


} 


| 


| to and from the class-rooms, it will perhaps 


to doors and windows being composed of | 


alternated brown and Haldeman stone. 

The style is Gothic, of a Scandinavian 
type, and is quaint and picturesque; its 
treatment is exceedingly simple, and trusts 
more to the variety of outline than costly 
workmanship. 

The building proper measures 138x105 
feet, and has its front upon Bainbridge 
Street (to the north), one side upon Twenty- 
second, the other side facing the Bethany 
Church, whilst the back or south wall fronts 
upon Pemberton Street. 

The First Floor--Main Auditorium. 


The platform is thirty-one feet six inches 
from the south wall and equidistant between 
the side-walls; the superintendent’s desk 
being to the front of same, facing north, and 


| there is in front a general schcol-room, 63x58 


| tively of primary and infant-school classes. 


- The southeast angle of the building contains 


forty-two feet from the south wall. From 
this point, as it commands an uninterrupted 
view of the whole building, including four 
of the outside entrances, and the doorways 


be the most desirable to describe the build- 
ing. 
Taking the superintendent’s stand, then, 


feet, and to the right and left of this, smaller 
rooms, each 46x20 feet, for the use respec- 


To the front is a reries of radiating clase- 
rooms, twenty-eight in number, in two tiers, 
one above the other, access being gained by 
four entrance corridors. This portion of the 
School Building is provided with ladies’ and 
gentlemen’s cloak-rooms, each 14x11 feet, 
containing wash-basin, etc. 

Immediately behind the platform is a lec- | 
tu¥e-room, 32x45, and at the southwest cor- 
ner of the building a church-parlor, 20x28. 





the superintendent's office, 20x12, and a 
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SEATS 

lp Main Hall for Junior Department, - - 620 
Gy 18 Adult Class Rooms, - - - - 900 
’ Teachers’ Chairs, - - - _ 94 
_ Infant Chapel, - - - - 300 
Primary “ - - - . - - 300 

Lecture Room, - ° . : . 356 

Visitors’ Galleries, - : - : - 350 

Platform, - - - - . 80 

BASEMENT, Seating capacity cf building, - - - 3000 





tower, and is surmounted by a 


waiting-room, the office of the secretaries, 
20x15 feet. 
The Whole Interior 


of the building is sub-divided by movable 


glass partitions, so that the parts can be used 
separately or in connection with each other ; 
this also applies to the division between the 
main school-room and lecture-room, which 
is forty-five feet wide and thirty-three feet 
high, and is entirely of glass; the lower 
portion to a height of thirteen feei, and the 


_whole width of forty-five feet being one im- 


mense sash, and capable, by a combination 
of cords and weights, of being raised, thus 
throwing the lecture-room open to be used 
in unison with the school-rooms. Four class 
prayer-rooms are provided, of ample size, 
severally situated near each corner of the 
building, and adjacent to a flight of stairs, 
The main ceiling is about thirty-five feet 
above the floor, and on account of the ac- 
coustical requirements is flat; it is broken 
up into panels, and about two-thirds of the 
surface is composed of stained glass, with 


trances, situated near the northwest and northeast angles ~ 


of the building. 


There is a large kitchen under the church-parlor, pro- 
vided with cooking arrangements, and a dumb-waiter 
connecting with the church-parlor and upper floors. 
Under the lecture-room is a large room, 32x45 feet, in- 
tended for the Young Men’s Literary Society, access to 
which is gained from each side of the building, through 
halls twelve feet wide, which contain staircases leading to 
lecture-room and galleries, upper rooms, etc. These halls 
will also be used by the children in the main school-room, 
and the infant and primary-school children ; the younger 


children, however, have other and entirely sevarate en- 
trances, so that they can go and come without being 


windows for light 


The Graded Floor, 


As will be seen in the cut representing a longitudinal 
section of the building, the school-room floor, commencing 


grade of one inch to the foot, until it strikes the front 
wall upon Bainbridge Street, at a distance eight feet 
above the pavement; this gives opportunity for goed 


rooms along the street front, and accessible by stairs 

leading from the lower stair halis, designed for parish 
library, young men’s reading-room and dispensary. 
Seating Capacity. 

The seating capacity of the building is 


The Basement. 


ten feet from the platform, rises at a 


and ventilation to a series of large 


as follows: 





GALLERY. 


| portions capable of being opened so as to 
| ventilate into the interspace below the roof; 
this in its turn is acted upon by some of 
Muir’s ventilators placed upon’ the ridge of 
| the roof. Winter ventilation is provided 
for by two large stacks, which will be heated 
and made efficient by having the smoke- 
pipes run through the centre of the entire 
height, and topped out independently of the 
air-space. 

The body of the main room is treated as 
a clerestory, thus insuring, although in the 
centre of adjacent and connecting rooms, 

‘direct communication with the outer at- 
mosphere. 
The Galleries. 

The lecture-room runs up the entire 
height of the building, and contains a cir- 
cular gallery. The corners of the building, 
however, have three stories in their height, 
access to the lecture-room gallery being had 
from the second-story rooms. A visitor’s 
gallery runs around the east, north and west 

sides of the room, reached by separate en- 


LONGITUDINAL SECTION. 
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LESSON XXII. 
(For Sunday, May 30th, 1875.) 


SUBJECT: THE DEATH OF ELI. 
TEXT: 1 Saml. 4: 12-18, 





12. And there ran a | unto E'il, I am he that 
man of Benjamin out of | came ont of the army, 
the army, and came to | and I fled to-day out of 
Shiloh the same day with | the army. And he satd, 
his c othes rent, and with | What is there done, my 
earth upoa his head. son? 

3. Avd when he came, 17. And the messenger 
lo, Hii sat upon a seat by | answered and said, Israel 
the wayside watching: for | is fled before the Philis- 
his heart trembled forthe | tines. and there hath been 
ark of God. And when | aiso # great slaughter 
the Man came into the among the people ane 
city,and told it, all the | twosonsal-o.Hophni and 
city eried out, Phinehas, re deal, and 
ik And when Eli | the ark of God is taken. 
heard the noise of the cry- 18, Anditcame to pass, 
ing, he said, What mean- | when be made mention 
eth the nowe of this tu- | of the ark of God, that he 
mult? And the man | fell from off the seat 
came in hastily and told | backward by the side of 
bit. the gate, and his neck 

15. Now Etiwasninety | brake, and he died; for 
and eight years old; and | he was an old man, and 
his eyes weredim, that he | heavy. And he had 
could notsee. judged Israel forty years. 

16, And the man said 








HE lesson is dramatic and should be 

well read so as to present distinctly each 
successive scene described in the narrative ; 
the panting messenger from the field of 
battle; the aged, sightless watcher by the 
gate; the sudden popular outcry, and the 
tragic issue of the whole Read also 2 
Sumuel 18: 19-33, and Psl. 78.: 60-64. 


THE CONNECTION. 


What is recorded of Eli is contained in 
the first chapters of the ist Book of Samuel ; 
but his history belongs to the period of the 
judges. The century during which he lived 
extended back to about the time of Jephthab, 
reaching on to that of Samuel. The times 
were troublous and full of anarchy and cor- 
ruption. The confederacy of the tribes 
seemed threatened with dissolution, while 
the border States were overrun by hostile 
invaders. No central authority, civil or 
military, was recognized. In such circum- 
stances the office of the high priest would 
attain great weight and influence even over 
secular affuirs) The place where the ark 
abode would be regarded as the capital of 
the State. At this time the tabernacle was 
at Shiloh, in the tribe of Ephraim, the most 
pomertel and most central of the tribes, and 

east exposed to foreign invasion, The pre- 
eminence of the Ephraimites, the unsettled 
state of many of the tribes, and the location 
of the ark led toa sort of union of civil and 
religious supremacy in the high priest, who 
is said to have “judged Israel,’’ a function 
which did not pertain to his sacred office. 
It is probable that his rule was partly co- 
temporaneous with that of Samson; the 
authority of nearly all the judges being 
limited and local. Toward the close of his 
long life, growing intirm, he allowed his 
sons to attend tothe duties of his office, and 
they wickedly abused their trust. Mean- 
while Samuel, his adopted son and servant, 
was growing up to manhood, noble and 
blameless. 

The Philistines emboldened by the death 
of Samson, and enraged at the fearful de- 
struction he had caused, boldly invaded the 
territory of Judah and prepared for war. 
A disastrous battle was foughtand the army 
of Israel was routed. In their discomfiture 
and dismay they send to Shiloh for the ark 
of the Lord, hoping thereby to secure the 
presence of God, and, as in former days, the 
victory. Withuut asking counsel of the 
Lord they bring the ark of the covenant 
from the holy place and set it in the midst 
of the camp; the abandoned sons of Eli ac- 
companying it. Again they join battle, and 
arecond time they are smitten before the 
Philistines and routed with the slaughter 
of 30.000 men. The announcement of this 
calamity and its results form the subject of 


THE LESSON, 
in which we have an account of Eli's anx- 
ious watching; Eli's sorrowful tidings ; 
and Eli's affecting death. 
I, Eli's Anxious Watching. (13-15) 


Look at the man, his seat, and the causes 
of his anxiety. 

1. The man. A most remarkable man, 
indeed, for age, character and office. 

(a) He is very aged and venerable, He 
has attained nearly the age of one hundred 
years, and his eyes are dim so that he can- 
not see, We wonder not, theretore, at the 
reverent and thoughtful attention paid him 
by all who approach his presence. His age 
and infirmities appeal to our tenderest sym- 
pathies, and command alike our respect and 
services, What stronger plea can be pre- 
sented? Old, feeble and blind! Be kind to 
the aged, be helpful to the feeble and infirm. 
Nothing is more wicked or unseemly than 


infirmities. (See 2 Kings 2: 23-25; Prov. 
80:17 : 

(b) tte is one of the meekest and holiest 
of the Old Testament saints; atruly godly 
man, and universally beloved; one who 
trusted in God, but was of a timid dispo-i- 
tion: faithful yet fearful, devout but not 
decided—an amiable, excellent man, whose 
whole heart was engaged in the service of 
God, and who earnestly desired the glory of 
his name and the good of his people; but 
he was ill fitted for the trying timesin which 
he lived. 5 

(c) He had long held the office of high 
priest, as the Jinea! descendantof Aaron, and 
he had also been invested with the rank of 
civil ruler, The cares of Church and State 
both rested heavily upon him;—aged and 
blind, honored and holy, high in rank and 
office, Eli comes forth to watch, waiting for 
tidings from the seat of war. 

2. The seat he occupies. His official 
chair or throne has been carried to the gate, 
by which access may be had to the courts of 
the tabernacle, and placed near the wall or 
post of the gate. On it his attendants seat 
the dear old man, marking his eager, anx- 
ious look as he sits thoughtful and expec- 
tant, and doubtless often lifting up his 
thoughts, if not his voice, in prayer for the 
success of the army which had gone forth 
that day to the battle. 

3. The causes of his anxiety. These 
were varied and grave. The lives of thou- 
sands and the liberty of the country were 
imperilled His own ungodly sons, over 
whose miscondact he mourned, were also 
in the field, and more than all the Ark of 
God, which he had allowed to be removed 
withont divine sanction, was exposed tothe 
assault of the foe and might be dishonored 
and taken. On this account specially he 
trembled. The name of the God of Israel 
might be reproached and the symbol of his 
presence carried as a trophy to the temple 
of Baal. We wonder not that the aged ru- 
ler, venerable high priest, and grieved 
father waited anxiously for the first news 
from the battlefield, nor can we doubt that 
while he watched he prayed. 

Il. Eli’s Sorrowful Tidings. (12, 16-17.) 

1, The hurried messenger. All day 
the aged watcher sat. Evening draws on 
and with it comes a runner from the camp, 
which could not have been at a great dis- 
tance from Shiloh. His very appearance 
tells his tale of woe ere he opens his lips. 
His rent clothes and dust-covered head, 
symbols of distress and humiliation, pro- 
claim the sad issue of the conflict. 

2. The popular outcry. The news 
spread through the city like wildfire, and a 
loud wail of anguish is raised for husbands 
and fathers, brothers and sons who shall re- 
turn no more. ‘ The noise of the crying” 
reaches the ears of the eager watcher by the 
gate, and he asks the meaning of the tu- 
mult. The messenger is hastily brought to 
his presence, and because on account of his 
blindness Eli sees not his ny freer of distress. 
The man says unto him, * lam he who has 
just come from the army to-day ;” and Eli, 
gratefully recognizing his services, says af- 
fectionately to him ‘* What is there done, my 
son?” and he tells him the terrible cata- 
strophe. 

3. The disastroustale, Terse and ter- 
rible, simply yet graphically told, it de- 
scribes many woes in a few words, each suc- 
ceeding statement being sadder and more 
afflictive than the preceding. 

1. Israel bas fled. The Philistines are 
triumphant. Sad that Israel should turn 
their back upon any foe ; peculiarly calami- 
tous and bitter to fall into the hands of the 
Philistines, their ancient hereditary ene- 
mies, who had so long oppressed and would 
now cruelly afflict them. 

2. Many of the people are slain. The 
battle was a fierce and bloody one. Thirty 
thousand lie upon the field of conflict. The 
flower of the army is destroyed, the hope of 
future resistance is vain. The slaughter is 
great, the loss irreparable, the grief incon- 
solable. 

3. Hophni and Phinehas, thy two 
sons, are dead. Both gone at once; the 
hope of his family cut off; asevere and un- 
alleviated bereavement to the heart of a fond 
and pious father. For what hope could he 
entertain concerning them, cut off in their 
sins, in the midst of their days, by a violent 
death? Surely, like Jacob of old, he might 
well exclaim, * If I be bereaved of my chil- 
dren, I am bereaved.” 

4. The Ark of God is taken. Saddest 
tidings ofall. Patriotism might weep over 
the triumph of the foe. Humanity might 
shudder in view of the slaughter of so many 
brave men, and the woes it would entail of 
widowhood and orphanage and home deso- 
lation. Parental affection might bleed at 
the thought of a childless old age, and the 
premature and violent death of the 
loved ones whom he had petted as children 
and prayed furas men. But piety mourned 
in deeper anguish over the captured ark. 

Israel is now not only discomfited but dis- 
honored in the sight of the heathen, and the 
name of Jehovah hitherto feared even by 
them, will be blasphemed among them. 
Surely the Lord has forsaken his people or 
he would not have allowed the ark to be 
profaned by the Philistines. What remains 
now butthe utter ruins of the nation, and the 
oveithrowof all true religion? Never, since 
God had vouchsafed to deliver the fathers 





te negleet the aged er make sport of their 


from thecruel bondage of Rgypt, had such a 





calamity befallen them! Never, since Joshua 
erected the tabernacle at Shiloh,and through 
all their defections and trials had the faith ful 
been deprived of the symbol of the divine 
presence, where they might seek his face 
and favor, until now! At last God had for- 
saken them—their glory had departed and 
hope was lost. 
Iif. Eii’s Affecting Death. (13.) 

The loss of victory, the slaughter of the 
army, the death of his two sons, wounded 
deeply the loyal, loving, tender heart of the 
old man; but the mention of the ark, for 
which he trembled, and before which he 
had so long ministered, and the statement 
of the fact that it was taken. was fatal to 
him. It broke his heart. He heard, fell 
down and died beside the gate. The cling- 
ing of his heart to the ark is most touching 
and furnishes evidence of the integrity of 
his faith and the genuineness of his devo- 
tion. Thus perished a good man whose 
happiness and hopes were marred by one fa- 
tal weakness, a lack of firmness. Through 
an easy, amiable disposition and an over- 
indulgent affection for his children he 
erred. God charged him with honoring his 
sons above him, *‘ because his sons made 
themselves vile and he restrained them 
not.”” We mourn over the sad end of along 
life, and pity the good old man. 

Asaruler little is saitl of Eli, but obvi- 
ously his administration was characterized 
by irresolute weakness and unhappy mis- 
rule, which led to divisions and discom- 
firure. His hand was too nerveless to wield 
the sceptre in such a time. 

As a high priest he was doubtless person- 
ally pure and pious, but he abused his 
trust by retaining his covetcus, lustful, ra- 

acious and sacrilegious sons in the priest- 
Cask, when their abandoned conduct was 
a public scandal, and yielding to their im- 
portunity or violence he allowed the ark 
to be removed from its place. 

Asa parent he was over-indulgent, and 
failed in the exercise of due authority. He 
gave instruction, admonition, expostula- 
tion, but he should have added constraint 
to counsel and restraint to reason. He 
sought to build up his house by toleration 
of wrong, and he brought it to ruin, but 
he himself was saved, yet so as by fire. 

LEARN: 

1. That we should all take a deep 
interest in the Church «f God. Christ 
and his cause should be dearer to us than 
all things else. - Matt. 10:37. 

2. That piety Is not hereditary. 
Grace does not runin the blood. The chil- 
dren of pious parents may be wicked and 
ungodly. Eli’s sons were vile. Absalom 
was the son of David. 

3. That parents ought to exercise 
authority over their children for their 
good. A parent's responsibility is very great; 
sad evils ise from over-indulgent partiality 
and a lack of restraint. Children may prove 
a blessing or the reverse, as they are, or are 
not, brought up in the nurture of the Lord. 

4. That youthful insubordination 
and disobedience lead to fearful re- 
sults. ‘The child is the father of the 
man.” The boy and girl determines the 
character of the future man and woman. 
(Eph. 6:1-3; Prov. 23: 22.) 

5. That sin will not go uvpunished. 
(1 Peter 4:18; Prov. 11:31; Luke 23:30.) 

6. That one sin mars much good, 
It hinders usefulness. (1 Cor. 3:15.) 





GOLDEN TEXT. 





CHASTENTHY SON WHILE 
THERE 'S HOPE, AND LET 
Not THY SOUL SPARE FOR 
HIis CRYIN@G.—Prov. 19:18. 























The Primary Department. 


BY “FAITH LATIMER.” 





Topic: 
The Death of Eli. 
Golden Text: 

Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not 
thy soul spare for his crying. 
Narrative: 

How Eli Died. 


Leading Thought: 
Sin Brings Sorrow. 


Studies for Teachers: 

Sorrow Foretold: 1 Sam. 2: 27-38. 

Revealed to Samuel: 1 Sam. 3; 11-14, 
The Philistines: Gen .0: 14, Jer.47:1-4; |Chro.1:12, 
Ark Profunea : 1 eam. 4: 1-11. 
Solomon s Counsel: Proy. 10:1: Prov. 29:1-18 
God x ( hastening : Heb. 12: 5-11, 
Children Obey : Eph. 6: 1-4. 





NORMAL HINTS. 


\ HOM was the last lesson about? Where 

was he? How eld? Who called? 
What did Samuel answer? Who also slept 
in the tabernacle? After God talked with 
Sanvuel he lay still until morning and then 
rose up and opened the doors of the taber- 
nacle as usual. What kind of doors were 
they? Samuel was afraid to tell Eli what 
the Lord had said. But Kli knew it was 
some important thing, and he said, ‘‘I pray 
thee, hide it not from me.”’ Then Samuel 
teld every werd, that Ged had said he 





would punish him and his family, ‘‘ because 
his sons were vile and he restrained them 
not.” What is the meaning of restrained ? 
This is what our whole lesson to-day shows 
us. (Put on board or slates) 


| =SIN BRINGS SORROW 


One day, after Samuel had almost grown 
up, Eli sat on a high seat near the entrance 
of the tabernacle, but a'so by the wayside. 
Perhaps the seat where he sat when he first 
saw the woman moving her lips in silent 
prayer. What was her name? What did 
she ask? Eli couldn't hear he, did Gud ? 

At this time Eli was almost a hundred 
years old! He sat there, his head bent for- 
ward ; he was listening, for he was blind ; he 
was bowed with age and sorrow, for his 
heart was full of trouble. What was the 
matter? His sorrow did not come suddenly, 
he expected it; it was not new, he had 
been grieved for years. God sent an angel 
to tell him the same thing he told Samuel 
in the night. What wasit? Does God keep 
his promises of punishment as surely as 
promises of good ? 

He was keeping his word that day. There was 
war in the land again; there had been a 
battle with the Philistines, a@ great, strong 
nation, and 4000 men had been killed. (Let 
some child who can make figures come to 
the board and set down 4000. Whenever a 
scholar can make a useful sign or mark on 
the board, encuurage it—a wonderful aid to 
the memory and tv secure attention.) 

Had there ever been a victory when the 
Ark of God was drawn upin sight of the 
people? Where was the ark when they 
crossed the Jordan? Then, God had com- 
manded it and it was the sign of his pres- 
ence among them. Now, for years, the 
priests themselves had been wicked, and old 
Eli and young Samuel seem to have been 
the two who loved God best and obeyed 
him. ‘The elders of the people do not seem 
to have prayed to God to help them, but 
they said ‘Let us bring the Ark of God 
from Shiloh to the camp, so it may save us 
frou. the hands of our enemies.’ If Eli's 
sons had been such prirsts as they ought, 
they would have said to the people, ‘* Wait 
until we ask God to show us what is right.”’ 
What did Joshua do at such a time? (Josh. 
7:6-8.) Did they ask Eli what todo? Why 
before they were men they began to do just 
as they pleased, to call their futher the ‘old 
man,’ and think that only lictle children 
ought to obey. Now that he was blind they 
didn’t try to hide their wickedness nor to 
care for his trembling voice. They were 
not high priests, and had no right even to 
go in where the ark was, but with the rest 
they took the ark and carried it to the camp. 
The people all shouted when they saw it 
and made ready for another battle. Did 
they not worship and trust in the gold ark 
instead of the true God? 

There was another battle; this time 30,- 
000 (have it written) soldiers were killed. 
That was the saddest day for Israel since 
they had lived in Canaan. Ali day Eli sat 
there waiting to hear from the army, anx- 
ious, fearful; and, most of all, ‘‘ his heart 
trembled fur the Ark of God.’’ 

There came a man running. Ashe came 
into Shiloh the people saw that his clothes 
were torn, and dust and earth on his heaad— 
a sign of great sorrow; as he came he told 
the bad news, and the peop!e cried aloud. 
Poor Eli, when Hannah prayed he saw but 
heard no voice; now, he heard the crying 
and tumult but could not see. He asked 
what all the noise meant. 

This was the fearful story the messenger 
told. (Put it on the board as below.) 


i ISRAEL FLED. | Aenear SLAUGHTER. : 
; THY TWO SONS DEAD. | THE ARK TAKEN. 


S eeeee SEAT SE EEO EEESEOEEEEEE ORES ee He EEE EE EASE EEESL OSES SSE EERESE SS : 


Eli heard, not a word did he answer when 
told of the slaughter, the dead sons—but 
when he heard that the ark was taken 
he tell back frum his seat and his neck was 
broken. He was dead—poor, old, blind, 
fursaken, broken-hearted. What brought 
all this sorrow? If that high priest had 
only learned and obeyed one verse that thou- 
sands of litile tongues are saying to-day 
his sons might have been aifferent and 
the Ark of God saved. (Have the (olden 
‘Text repeated ) 

Do you think that is astrange verse for 
little ones to learn? Think agam. If there 
is one child who never does anything wrong, 
hold up your hand. Then if you av wrong, 
don't you deserve to be punished? When 
dves the verse say, Chasten thy son? 
Qvuld, Eli make his sons betier afver 
they were wicked men? When might 
he havedone it? Perhaps Solomon thought 
of them when he wrote this Gulden Text, 
and the next time you have to be punished 
you will know it is done in the hope of 
making you better. Perbaps Samuel re- 
membered these wicked suns and told us of 
a way to escape the need of punishment. 
(Have all repeat this till familiar.) 

“To obey is better than sacrifice, and to 
hearken than the fat of rams.” He saw 


when he was a boy how Eli’s'sons offered 
sacrifices in the tabernacie, but did not do 
it with love to God, snd did not obey; 
did not hearken to their father’s voice, did 
not care what sacrifices were left ror the 
altar, but wanted the best of every offering 
Like Acban they stole 


for themselves. 
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' ad For The Sunday-School Times. 
from God. Just as “saying prayers” is not Illustrating the Lesson “ The Death of Eli.” 


praying, they offered the sacrifices but did VA L LEY A N D SH A DO VW O F D EATH ‘ 
not hearken nor obey. Paul knew this, he “aT 

3 “Chi y 8... 3 f thi 7 ,. , ‘ 2 
viet” Oh! dees?” ald a liste girl, nd Words by Rev. J. B. ATCHINSON. Music by W. S. MARSHALL. 
day, ‘I wish I was a grown-up lady—then 
I wouldn’t have to mind, nor take a whip- 








Smooth and flowing. 



































ping if I didn't.” Are you like that child? eo ; 3 te SS ee 
Chink again. ‘Christ pleased not himself,” — = “= —e-| 2. a a = s ee 
Was it for himself be esrued that heavy ~~ org = Y pase z = f ‘ $ . 
cross? Wore the thorns, bore the nails? 

How did he pray? ‘Not my will, but : 

thine be done.” Do you a gry grown >-& @ —_@__@- 

people do as they please? Why does your © ' { —— 

father so often say in prayer, “ Help us to -—4 0-0 2@ 

do Thy will’? Don’t you sometimes hear y 

your mother say, “I wish I knew what I 

ought to do”? They are trying to obey : 

God and to give up their own will to his. 9) ————— eo ot oe —— 
Often God sends some sorrow to show his & oe =e —_—- a oe eo 2 
children his way. Sometimes when they tt ae = 2 s-3 —_ = a ——~@—S$- RAs =F . = Ss 
have disobeyed or forgotten him, he takes e ~ @- t on 

away something they love, a dear child or 

friend, sends poverty or trial. Is it because ii a. @ 6 2: 2's. 2 Pe we 

he is angry? No, it is because he loves SS ied ila ASRS RE | nal 2 ee — 
them, and even by sorrow wants to keep ea os ae : . ‘ ek RON RR SRR AROS — sllclismaneanii 

them near his loving heart. Recall, by . e a a A. ’ 4a—az tt 2 
pointing to the blackboard, all the circum- 7 »* a - 
stances of the story, by questions calling 





SIN BRINGS SORROW. : 
so.000 KILLED, _ 
ISRAEL FLED. 


GREAT SLAUGHTER. ,; TWO SONS DEAD. 
ARK OF GOD TAKEN. | ELI DEAD. 


















































” 
Rub this all out from the board and call 
it back from memory. Then ask the class - 
to put in one word what we can do to be a Rit, . . . es is 
kept from sin and from sorrow. : A word }-- — ——- —- — $e 
Samuel knew and gave us, so did Solomon A. - =| = oo ae Si x i= Se Sl —— 
and Paul. Even the very little ones will . $$ - 3: 2g —~j— 3 = gs 7 = > — © —~s —z- 
like to spell the word, after given by older a — a ae 
ones, then print on the board—OBEY. _ 
a } 
4 . = 
DAILY HOME READINGS. pa 2 PTL ie Tee ee om - a. @«: 2 @ -¢-4— 
seeseneeanianteniaanenemmannenmemmanmeantes = + oS == —+—}+— p> — 2 et 
Monday—1 Samuel 3 : 11-21. : irae sme cee lem oer aoe , a ct 4 7? 
Tuesday—\ Samuel 4: 3-11. ; ” P - 0 -) 
Wednesday—Joshua 7 : 5-10. : : , IV 
Thursday—Psalm 79: 1-8. : . | Ww 
Friday—1 Corin. 11: 28-34, 3 When I'm called to the valley and shadow of Death, | Tho’ the Shepherd shall lead me where dark | W nen} gees through the valley and shadow of 
’ a 2 OF : ’ , ial | " 
Saturday —Proverbs 19: 13-27. : eee ag come sudden—life goes as waters flow. —Cuorvs. | And escape evermore all earth’s tumults and strife, 
Sunday—Hebrews 12: 1-11. ; May the messenger find me all ready to go, Ill. I will join the loud chorus, the new song Lee " 
| es ; With my lamp trimmed and burning to face the When I walk in the valley and shadow of Death Unto Him who hath loved me and was m 
A CARR OES SAI BOP TRIS SPRL LH , last foe. —CHORUS, | I will fear no dark terrors with Christ in the path, from sin. . -. 
= : ——— 1 | For His presence shall banish all terrors and ae _ ue. 
: gloom, : | Be ye ready to go when the Messenger Calis, 
THE COMMENTARY. When I enter the valley and shadow of Death | And the path will grow brighter e’en thro the Through the valley and shadow to pass, 
May I eling to my Shepherd and lean on His staff; | dark tomb. ” O’er the billowy tide, by the Saviour's side, 
1 Samuel 4 : 12-18 May | trust Him so fully, I'll shrink not to go, | —CHORUS. 


| Safely anchored in heaven at last. 





12. Eli sat upon a seat by the wayside: * Entered, acvording to Act of Congress, by JouN WANAMAKER in the Office of the Librarian of Congress at Washington. 
Tne aged priest, as a public magristrate, used, 


in dispensing justice, to seat himself daily in : — : ———e 

































































& spacious recess at the entrance gate of the A ctoss-rieesp.church-goer paid hia pew-rent re- x | UST HAVE 
city; and in his intense anxiety to learn the | Inctantly, saying that G ohoula cn no more THE BLACKBOARD. PAREN tTS’= AW 
pe tates edie ae morte Fe money in that way. Nothing could change his _—_ | (RMNESS 
a Ss C c j e 2 . j . 7 
noting ema aa a ofhtial Bay pn nye rapa tetote: Ris Baap pen oe BY THE REV. J. B. ATCHINSON. | as well as as well as 
: a » | sons fe ‘ 8 @} >. y soc s 
similar © or see Egyptian judges, | bad habits. The old man saved his pew-rent; but meee | ONDNESS OVE 
pone te py Sm ga , to eae high ~ on athe ancy we = ne a on, they TRE DEATH OF ELI. IN THEIR FAMILIES 
i, . anaged to get in 1eir hands; and in his olc a “4 Abd . 
We may refer to the law of Persia, which | age he was turned out into the world house- — 
forbids any but the king to have a back to | less and penniless. His five dollars had eost him GOLDEN TEXT. | unishment awaits all who 
his movable seat.—Comp. Com. over eight thousand dollars, and who can esti- — | rofane GOD’S ordinances, 
13. All — city cried out: and well they | mate all the other losses? diidicdilt ate } \~ bales, Sal 
might: for besides that this was a calamity . —— | 
to all Israel, it was a particular loss to Shiloh A YOUNG man was cHained to a fellow-convict, a h | CERTAIN CONSEQUENCES 
and the ruin of that place. For though the and was about to leave his native country and | eons j 
pate soon rescued out of the ~ yo id the | heart-broken mother, probably forever. Whena | ——— -ak parents. 
hilistines, yet it never returned to Shiloh child, he was allowed to have his own way. When | | 
again. This abandoning of Shiloh, Jerusalem | his mother ought to have firmly but kindly en- E-ntreat | ay ward boys. 
is long —— Page a, ron wns te obedience, she foolishly yielded to his N-egiect not ce ounded hearts. 
warning by, Go see wha did to Shiloh.— whims. The effect of this unwise home-training Thi ,ere iat Ie | : 
Henry. became vearly more apparent. When sent to W hile ther e 18 hoy ce. | icked men. 
17. The Ark of God is taken: The | 8¢hool, he was idle and would not learn. He soon 0: Eines eary old age. 
images of the heathen sods were in the port- | bes8n to play truant. His mother scolded the SUGGESTIVE OUTLINE. oh as 
able shrines carried with them to the battle: aor for eer nag = her ae ag ee wi asted lives. 
and although the ark had no image, yet God Oc COM Panione; Se WeEaaen” Sana ropping P 2 
ws believed pacclumes to tahanie ao that | orchards and cruelly treating dumb animals. His wift courier. ; tetched death. 
the capiure of the ark was regarded as the career was from bad toworse. At last,f ra high- itting by the wayside. oe eternal. 
conquest of him.—Jamieson. way robbery, he was convicted, and sentenced to | 7 eres Israel. 
ray 5 fourteen years’ penal servitude ons Stain. aneans 
18. And he died : Eli's death, under a divine : AD NEW None! ark taken 
2 is si ; be r = , e ar P : 
rebuke for his sins. has been a salutary warn- Tas Camp Kiep py tas Parent.—I was once orrowful old man | arental indulgence 
ing to others even to the present day; yet in ‘ ake tenet , 2 ‘ makes 
the elroumetanees of it; he testified - hie se- many years ago, walking in Lothian Street, when | udden death. 2 ? 
preme regard for the honor of God, and the 1 saw @ woman valking along, very drunk. She rofligate children. 
; said Cb teltertaran) . yo | was carrying a child; it was lying over her shoul- . 
inaen Sacniibinss aie, canataemmiie der, 1 saw it slip, slipping farther and farther cnine priest. a a oe 
all bis faults, he died in a lively exercise of back. Iran and cried out; but before I could get -nd sudden and sad. SUGGESTIVE OUTLINE. 
love to God ‘a his Gudiienaten hee aven:® up, the poor little thing, smiling over its miser- ~ax in discipline. | . 
occasion of it —Scott. y able mother’s shoulder, fell down like a stone, on -ord's long forbearance. | k 
. : its head, on the pavement; it gave a gasp, and -ndulgent father, red messenger. 
—— —— —— turned up its blue eyes,and had aconyulsion and -niquitous sons, ‘embling prophet. 
ILLUSTRATIONS its soul was away to God and its little, soft, woful ‘0: | sarfat city. 
INDe body lying dead with its idiotie mother grinning THE SAD : .LIM | ciumpbane —ne- 
and pagsering over it, half seeing the dreadful CLIMAX. | ne — 
Specially selected for The Times’ Intern truth, tnen forgetting it and cursing and swear- pa jo & 4 
P y Normal Lessons. } ternational ing. That was a sight! So much misery, and | oo much to bear. 
wickedness,and ruin. It was the young woman's rmy defeated. } he prophet dead. 
f only child. When she came to herself she became ll Eli’s sons slain. | C. T. 
BY THE REV. W. F. CRAFTS. mad, and is to this day a driveling idiot, and goes {Erk of Gop taken. | pa = : 
about forever seeking for her child, and cursing oni OF 
| ; ’ y ~ AJ vl | i 
WE ithisk by imagery, by something thatwo see the woman who killed it. WHEREIN ELI FAILED. LESSON BULLETIN. 
orimagine that we see. When a matter is Kriutep sy A Son aad dail _ ares 
L Sov.— y papers tell of a | | ‘ " 7% 
made clear to us, whether spoken or pictured, we terrible tragedy. The son of a weaithy bank- hou shalt teach j SECOND QUARTER OF 1875. 
. “ sE£!” 1 characteristic : R ra with his father, who , oak . j — 
ery, “On, I BE! This characteristic of the mind nics ceive for his Méaslpated ae ge ay 1em diligently unto 5. May 2. The Death of Samson 
7 “ a likee” arpeaeas se 5 rae . _ ’ ¢ 3 ° ae . 
makes the likes” necessary in every kind of pistol and shot his father three times, severely | \y children, and shalt y Jud on 16: 25-31 
teaching. The unknown can usually be better | wounding him in the arm, head and thigh, and, | ilk of them when 6. May 9. Ruth aN — : 
taught by likening it to something that is known: supposing he had inflicted mortal wounds, shot 10U sittest in a ay v. be aes ew de we 99 
pe hod : om : himself through the heart, The scene, when the : 7m Ruth 1: 16-22. 
the unseen should usually be likened tothe seen. | unhappy mother knelt over the bloody form of vine house, and when 7. May 16. A Praying Mother. 
A PRY * ul . . . y 19 0 e 4 . 4 
Wu isin “etal te nk ste dimeniaal her misguided boy, is described as heartrending. i oe - 1 Samuel 1: 21-28 
AT an unique and Meaning expression was Since the days when the sons of Eli brought a re ne way, and when ‘hi ‘ i? 
thas of an — girl in sete Loomeony agnines proach on their father s name and finally broke his hou liest down, and when | * May 23. The C aye wy 1-10 
an individual in a court of justice the other day 2ar e consequences o staken indulgence : , + 2-10, 
Arrah sir ” a a she, “I’m sure he sever teas manne, <cwne, we . f, mistasen indigenes hou risest up. And } “of E i 
w. ee haar ey -@ pencil nad on the part of parents have been recorded in such hou shalt bind | 9. May 30. The Death of Eli. 
iis mother smile.’ here is a biography of un deeds of horror. The petted child soon grows up ILC | 1 Samuel 4: 12-18. 
kindness in that short and simple sentence. into a spoiled boy, and the ‘ransition into a reck- hem for a sign upon 10. June 6. Samuel the Judge 
- _— ’ . less, dissipated young man is often as rapid as it | hine hand, and » ee. 4 
Tei. me,” said a gentleman to a poor drunkard, ise inevitable, While no sorrow can be greater 


Samuel 7: 5-12, 
; hey shall be as frontlets 1 Sam ’ 
when urging him to give up the intoxicating cup, than the wounds an ungrateful child can inflict on y ntiets 


° : f 11. June 13. A King Desired. 
“where it was you took your first sleps in this in- | a parent’s heart, there is no greater folly than for hine eyes. And [between . 1 Samuel 8: 4-9. 
temperate course?” “ At my futner’s table,” replied parents to indulge or humor every passion and hou shalt write 12, June 20. Saul Chosen 

the uphappy young man. “ Before I lett home to appetite of the child, and expect that any other hem upon the posts of LZ. « wv. ° 

become a clerk, I had learned to love the drink than a selfish ingrate will be the outcome. Should 


1 Samuel 10: 17-24. 
13. June 27. REVIEW: Samuel’s Part- 
ing Words. 1 Sanawuel 12: 20-25, 


that has ruined me. The first drop | ever tasted 
was handed me by my now neart-broken mother.” 


r hy house, and on 
any other issue follow,it must result from other hy gates.” 
than home influences ae 
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Tue Kentucky State Convention meets 
June 8 9 and 10, the same days on which 
the New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio 
Conventions assemble. The place is 
Lexington. 





WE purpose having a report of the 
Baltimore Convention in our columns— 
giving first an outline of the proceed- 
ings, and from time to time thereafter 
such addresses and papers as will be of 
general value. 





INTENDING delegstes to the Pennsyl- 
vania Convention will please address J. 
L. Lemberger, Chairman, or H. M. Capp, 
Secretary of the Local Committee, at 
Lebanon, on or before June 1. The Con- 
vention meets June 8,9 and 10. A cor- 
dial invitation is given “to all Sabbath- 
school workers” to be present. 

—-—_oo 

WE understand that eopies of the Re- 
ports of the last National Convention at 
Indianapolis will be for sale in the Con- 
vention Bazaar at Baltimore. If only 
for the carefully prepared “ Historical 
Introduction” by Mr. Trumbull, detail- 
ing the history of the National Sunday- 
school movement, the document is worth 
the buying and the keeping. 





Tne beautiful May Sunday-school an- 
niversaries in Brooklyn and New York 
are near at band. They are among the 
most joyous and enjoyable days of the 
year. Ovher cities in the land make 
these annual demonstrations, but we 
think that the beautiful custom is not 
nearly as general as it might be. It is 
an old custom to be sure, but for all that 
it may be revived and made to do a good 
work of impression upon the community 
exceeding that made by many of our 
later inventions. 





WE are glad to learn that James W. 
Weir, E-q., of Harrisburg, Pa, expects 
to be present in Baltimore, He is, we 
believe, the only survivor who has at- 
tended all the conventions of 1832, ’33, 
69 and 69. Ill health only compelled 
him to break the chain of continuous at- 
tendance at Indianapolis in ’72. Mra. 
Weir, now in the better convention of the 
glorified, was also present at the Conven- 
tions of ’83, 59 and ’69. There are hun- 
dreds of younger workers who will es- 
teem it a great privilege to hear from th 
“veteran of '32.” 





Messrs. Lee & Shepard, of Boston, 
announce a new book by our contributor, 
Rev. W. F. Crafts. It is entitled “ Child- 
hood the Text-Book of the Age.” 
A small portion of the theoretical 
part of the work appeared some 
months since in The Times and was 
widely copied both abroad and at home. 
A “ cabinet of specimens” of children’s 
words and ways, containing 360 “ speci- 
mens,” classified upon seven “shelves,” 
with “ cases” for yet fuller subdivisions, 
will be an interesting feature of the 
book. It will be outin June. 





Now is not our correspondent severe ? 
He writes from Ohio. So many Sunday- 
school workers are troubled, he says, to 
know what exercises to have fr concerts, 
that he is constrained to tell us what 
was done in his Sunday-school lately. 
Ty be sure it was on a Sunday evening, 
and in that was blamable, no doubt. 





They had a spelling bee. But, then, it 
was a pious one, he tells us, all the words 
spelled being proper names taken from 
the Bible. Well? Our correspondent adds 
that he has not heard of any conversions 
as the result, 





THE people who mean to attend the 
fifty-first anniversary of The American 
Sunday-Schoul Union, in New York 
City, are urged to secure their tickets 
immediately. So great is the desire to go 
that high prices have already been offered 
for seats. The admission is free, only 
a nominal charge being made, we be- 
lieve, for reserved seats. Apply at, 
or address, Mr. F. H. Wisewell, Nos, 7, 
8 and 10 Bible House, New York. The 
anniversary will be hela at the Academy 
of Music on Tuesday evening, May 18th. 





BetHany Church edifice juins Bethany 
Sabbath-School Hall. Tne two build- 
ings form together one of the most inter- 
esting if not imposing architectural 
clusters in Philadelphia. The services of 
the church dedication, held May 2d, 
were of great interest. We have plea- 
sure in presenting the sermon of the pas- 
tor, Rev. J. Russell Miller, entire. It 
will be found to be full of stirring points, 
all of them showing a live appreciation 
of that which a Christian church should 
be and do in the place where God has 
planted it. 














WE are glad to repeat a deserved com- 
pliment to the lady teachers of the United 
States. Prof. Bonamy Price, the Euglish 
Educator and Economist, says that “ no- 
where in the world is better teaching, a 
more accurate conception of the nature 
of its functions, a more scientific yet 
agreeable method of handling young 
people, a more thorough sympathy be- 
tween the minds of the teachers and the 
taught to be witnessed than among the 
female teachers of the United States.” 
And the lady teachers are, without doubt, 
the best, most faithful, and, humanly 
judging, the most successful in our Sun- 
day-school work. 








YIELDING to requests from many di- 
rectious, we have the pleasure to present 
this week a pictorial representation of 
Bethany Sabbath-School Hall, in Phila- 
delphia, and also wood-cut plans, with 
de-cription, of the interior arrangements. 
The Hall is not only an ornament to the 
locality in which it is placed, but it is a 
centre of useful service in the way of re- 
ligious assemblings of all sorts. Not only 
Sabbath-school sessions and sermons 
and prayer-meetings employ it on the 
hours of the Lord's Day, but Conventions, 
Institutes, Lesson-teachings, _praise- 
meetings, Bible-readings, lectures, anni- 
versaries, social reunions, sacred concerts, 
spelling- bees, temperance meetings, etc., 
keep it open all the time. Hardly a night 
in the week passes but it is occupied for 
some good service or other in the further- 
ance of social Christian work. 








THE programme of the New York 
Convention, as we are informed by the 
Executive Committee, provides for re- 
ports from the general officers of the 
State association, aod from the presi- 
dent or secretary ef city and county asso- 
ciations, showing the actual condition of 
the Sunday-school cause in all parts of 
the State, what has been done during the 
year, the plans of operation adopted, 
and apparent difficulties to be overcome. 
The subjects of discussion will be prac- 
tical, for the purpose of developing, from 
matured thought and experience, the 
best plans and methods of Sunday-school 
work; plans for more efficient organiza- 
tion; for promoting unity of effort in 





reaching those not under the influence of 
Bible instruction, and for enlisting the 
church in active Chrisiian work; and 
methods of instruction adapted to all 
ages and classes; of qualifying teachers ; 
of preparing the lesson; of winning souls 
to Christ; of promoting the spiritual 
growth of young Christians, and of in- 
creasing the influence and power of the 
Sunday-school through a closer union of 
sympathy and co-operation between the 
family, the church and the school. The 
Rev. John H. Vincent, D. D., Mr. J. 
Bennet Tyler, and other prominent Sun- 
day school men have promised atten- 
dance. Mr. P. P. Bliss, of Chicago, will 
lead the music of the Convention. Are 
not these attractions strong enough to 
draw great numbers of earnest men and 
women from every part of the Empire 
State? 





UNIFORM STATISTICS. 

HY not have them as well as “ Uni- 
form lessons?’’ Will our Interna- 
tional Statistical Secretary who hails 
from Illinois answer? None knows more 
about it than he. It may be that he will 
have something on this point to bring 
before the Baltimore Convention. It is 
a matter of pressing importance. For 
until some system of unifurm tables shall 
be submitted by some authority that all 
Sunday-school workers will recognize 
and respect, we shall never be able to 
arrive at a satisfactory conclusion as to 
the numerical strength and the actual 

condition of the cause in our country. 

We have known no less than three sets 
of blanks to be sent to one school from 
different authorities in its own denomina- 
tion. In addition to these denomina- 
tional blanks others were received by the 
same school during the year from the 
county and the State Sunday-school or- 
ganizations. Such varieties and varie- 
ties can only be perplexing and dis- 
couraging. 

Now, let us have system, order, a com- 
mon understanding and uniformity. As 
things are now managed there is a great 
loss of power, a waste of time, money 
and energy. What we want is a uniform 
set of blanks that will’ be acceptable to, 
and adopted by, church and county and 
State and national organizations. We 
want it that we may arrive at the work 
we have done, know what we have yet to 
do, and be ready to push our plans to the 
greatest possible success whether in a 
congregation or in a denomination, over 
a county or over a continent. 











THE SECRETARY. 


S a general thing the Secretary of a 
Sunday-school is regarded as an or- 
namental rather than a useful officer. 
Once in a year he is expected to appear 
before the assembled congregation with a 
nest report which is read and then filed 
away for the use of coming generations. 
Such an estimate of the position is alto- 
gether belittling and ifany incumbent of it 
has no higher view, orif noloftier standard 
of its duties is held by the school, he had 
better resign his place, and the school 
had better abolish the worse than useless 
office. 

The Secretary’s post should be an hon 
ored and indispensable one in every Sab- 
bath-school. As there is abundant work 
for a Superintendent to do, so there is 
for the Sscretary. He should be the Su- 
perintendent’s right hand, and should be 
both eyes to him—giving him constant 
aid in systematizing his work, in classi- 
fying the school, and in numberless ways 
increasing the efficiency of the entire 
work, 

A wise Secretary will enable the pas- 
tor to get a thorough knowledge of the 





condition of the school, as to what it has 
accomplished and what it has not accom- 
plished. From his records and sugges- 
tions may readily be discovered the weak 
places and the wants of the school, and 
these are just the things to be looked 
into, although most persons prefer to ig- 
nore them. How many adults of the 
congregation and of the community are 
in the school? How many are outside 
who should be brought in? How far are 
the young men and the young women re- 
tained in the schools? What number of 
the scholars are professing Christians? 
What changes can advantageously be 
made in the classes? How do the records 
of work in the school compare with other 
years? Is there evidence of progress or 
of decline? How is this school dving its 
work as compared with other schools? 
These and many other like questions will 
suggest themselves to the wise Secretary, 
and he will do good service by keeping 
them in large, bold type, before the eyes 
of the pastor and the Superintendent in 
such a way as to infurm their miod, keep 
alive their interest, quicken their activity, 
and move the wheels of the whole school. 

Such a Secretary will be “ uveither 
barren nor unfruitful,” and will cer- 
tainly escape the criticism of the man 
who declares that “Sunday-school sec- 
retaries are of no more account than the 
fifth wheel of an artillery wagou—good 
only for an emergency, and for the rest 
to be carried as a sheer burden.” 

If any one should say, “‘ We have no 
such splendid secretaries as you call for, 
what shall we do? we reply, Do as the 
bees do when they are left without a 
queen—make one for each hive! Let 
your need develop your man, Set up 
the ideal you ought to set up and work 
toward it. We offera new title. It is 
S.S.8. We will confer it on all who 
will hold it in high honor. Wil! candi- 
dates please step forward ? 





INTELLECTUAL “CRAMMING" 
OF BOYS. 


LITTLE girl, who mate a study o 
epitaphs, was greatly puzzled to know 
“‘ where all the bad people were buried.” 
Perhaps just as great a puzzle to a reflec- 
tive mind is, What comes of all the 
promising boys? 
We will allow, first, that a greatdeal of 
“ promise” exists only in the partiality 
of parents; that a bright, intense child- 
hood is frequently so different from the 
mechanical routine of adult life that the 
simple difference strikes the parent as 
something remarkable, whereas it is, per- 
haps, only a strong case of contrast be- 
tween the natural and the artificial. This 
is proven by the fact that as the boy be- 
comes part and parcel of the everyday 
world he gradually falls into its ways, 
adopts its tone, and in no respect attempts 


. to rise above its level. 


Fortunately, however, the change is 80 
gradual that parents scarcely perceive 
when or how they lost their exalted 
hopes; and by the time that Jack or 
Will has imbibed a fair amount of 
knowledge, and settled contentedly down 
to his desk and high stool, they also are 
well pleased and inclined to forget that 
they had ever dreamt the boy might sit 
upon the bench, or, perhaps, fill with 
honor the Presidential chair. 

Allowing such boys a very respectable 
minority, and allowing also a large mar- 
gin for that unfortunate class who 


——“ Wise so young, they say, do ne'er live long,” 


there is still good reason for us to ask, 
“What becomes of all the promising 
boys?” 

Weare inclined to arraign as the first 
and foremost of deceivers and defrauders 
in this matter the modern educational 
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art of Cram. It is to education what 
adulteration is to commerce. It is far 
worse, for here it is not money that is 
stolen, it isa parent's best and highest 
hopes; it is a boy’s whole future life and 
its success. For the system rests upon a 
fallacy, namely, that it is possible for 
boys of twenty to know everything, from 
the multiplication table to metaphysics, 
from Greek plays to theological dogmas. 

To the average boy such intellectual 
feats are simply impossible; but he is 
plucky and fertile in expedients ; he is 
neither disposed to be beaten, nor able 
really to overtake his task, so he uses his 
brains carefully, and makes the greatest 
possible show on the greatest possible 
number of subjects. 

Perhaps nothing in our present system 
of education is so demoralizing and un- 
jast as the custom of public examina- 
tions. In them interest and vanity play 
into each other’s hands ; genuine acquire- 
ment and principle “go to the wall.” 
The teachers and the boys alike know 
that they are never true criterions of 
progress, that they are seldom even fair 
representations of the actual course of 
study. Weeks, months are spent in pre- 
parations for the deceitful display; even 
then true merit, which is generally modest 
by nature, does itself injustice, and vain 
self-assurance comes off with flying colors. 

The Cram teacher scatters seed over a 
large amount of mental surface, instead 
of thoroughly cultivating the most 
promising portions; and he brings before 
the parents and the public the few ears 
gleaned on all the acres as samples of 
crops which he knows never will be 
gathered. Yet to his own pedantic 
vanity, or his self-interest, he sacrifices 
the prime of many a fine boy’s life. 
Therefore we are disposed to believe that 
if parents would inexorably refuse to 
sanction these pretentious public dis- 
plays, there would be probably a much 
less accumulation of bare facts, but a far 
greater cultivation of natural abilities, 
and a far more thorough development of 
decided aptitudes. 

Mechanical drudgery, instead of in- 
telligent labor, is the inevitable method 
where cramming a boy, instead of edu- 
cating him, is the favorite system. No 
mental faculties, except the memory, re- 
ceive any discipline, and the knowledge 
disappears as fast as it was gained. All 
taste for laborious habits of thought are 
lost, and if a boy originally possessed a 
love for learning he is soon disgusted at 
what his simple nature tells him is pre- 
tense and unreal, and judging the true 
by a false standard he conceives an honest 
disgust for intellectual labor and pro- 
nouoces it all a sham. 

Few boys can even mentally go through 
a course of “cramming” and come out 
uninjured. The majority of the finest 
intellects develop tardily, and their su- 
periority is in fact greatly dependent 
upon the staying powers conferred by 
physical strength and wisely considered 
conditions, There are of course excep- 
tions where an inherited force of genius 
stamps the boy from the first and defies 
all systems to crush it. But it is the 
average boy and not the exceptional one 
that must be considered in all methods 
of education. 

In this matter boys are not to be 
blamed. They naturally accept the mas- 
ter’s opinions as to the value of his plan ; 
they rather enjoy a neck and neck 
race with each other in superficial ac- 
quirements, and the whole tendency of 
our social life supports the tempting 
theory. Every one wants to possess with- 
out the trouble of acquiring; every one 
would have a reputation without the la- 
bor of earning it. In an age which prides 
‘itself upon the speed with which it does 





everything, which makes a merit of do- 
ing whatever is to be done in the shortest 
and quickest way possible, it is easy to 
perceive how a certain class of teachers, 
and parents too, would be willing to be- 
lieve that the old uphill road to knowl- 
edge might be graded and lined and 
made available for rapid transit. 

But nothing can be more illogical than 
to apply social rules and conditions to 
mental ones. The one are constantly 
changing, the other obeys'fixed and im- 
mutable laws. There is not, there never 
has been, there never will be, any 
short cuts to universal knowledge; and 
the boy who is made to waste time seek- 
ing one will have either to relinquish 
his object altogether, or else, turning 
back to the main road, find his early 
companions who kept.to it hopelessly 
ahead of him. Learning is a plant that 
grows slowly and whose fruit must be 
waited for. It is a long time, even after 
having learned anything, that we know it 
well, 





THE FIRST AND FIFTH NATIONAL 
CONVENTIONS. 


M*® TRUMBULL, in his “ Historical 
Introduction” to the Report of the 
Indianapolis Convention, makes the fol- 
lowing discriminating comparison and 
contrast between the First and the Fifth 
National Sunday-School Conventions. 
It will be read with increased interest on 
the eve of our Baltimore gathering. He 
Says : , 

“The First Convention was composed 
of pioneers in a comparatively new work, 
assembled to agree on the principles of 
‘a system of religious education,’ then 
first developing. The Fifth Conven- 
tion was made up of representative expo- 
nents of the Sunday-school sentiment 
prevailing in all the land, to secure uni- 
formity of action on the basis of princi- 
ples long since established and well 
understood. The individual power and 
responsibility of members was greater in 
the First Convention than in the Fifth. 
The representative character of the dele- 
gates was weightier in the Fifth Conven- 
tion than in the First. The action of the 
First Convention was chiefly for a constit- 
uency yet to be formed. That of the 
Fifth was for the constituency which had 
summoned it. In looking at the record 
of these two Conventions one is likely to 
be most impressed with the sagacity and 
furesight of the men who planned so 
wisely at the New York Convention in 
1832, and with the magnitude and glory 
of the cause represented by the assembled 
workers at Indianapolis in 1872. And the 
contrast indicates the growth of the Sun- 
day-school system in America during the 
past forty years. Who shall say what is 
to be its growth in the next forty years ?’”’ 

Notes. 











Two counties in Kansas have each a fe- 
male County Secretary. 


The Presbyterian Savbath-School of Bur- 
gettstown, Pa., with an average attendance 
of 138 scholars, added 20 members to the 
church, on profession, last year. 


Ata State Convention the question was 
asked “ How often should a pastor visit his 
school?” The answer came, “ He should 
not visit it, he should live in it !” 


A petition of citizens asking that unsec- 
tarian religious exercises be introduced in 
the schools has been refused by the San 
Francisco Board of Education. 

It is kindly urged by The Brooklyn Jour- 
nal of Education that those teachers who can 
ne longer perform their wonted efficient and 
continued service should be pensioned. 





We see it stated that Dr. John Hall has 
been invited to give a course of lectures on 
Sunday-school work to the students of Yale 
Theological Seminary. 


It would not be a worse thing to appro- 
priate the children’s pennies to pay the su- 
perintendent and the teachers than to use 
them to pay for the coal and the gas and the 
books and the music. Would it? 


At the New York City Teachers’ Associa- 
tion, May 17th, Dr. Duryea teaches the les- 
son. The President, E. C. Wilder, writes: 
“We expect a grand meeting.” They always 
have that sort. 


Dr. Vincent’s Normal Class for May has 
come to hand. It is more than a handful of 
treasures. The portrait is of the Rev. 
George A. Peltz, but isn’t half as handsome 
as it should be! 


The third annual meeting of the Tioga 
County Association will be at Mansfield, 
Pa., May 17th and 18th. The Rey. Thomas 
Stacey is President. He is supported by a 
noble band of workers. 


Ralph Wells, on his way to the Baltimore 
Convention, will stop to give a lesson on “ A 
Praying Mother” before the Presbyterian 
Sabbath-School Teachers’ Association of 


ghe Morning Watch, published at Indian- 
apolis, by W. W. Dowling, is a valuable 
monthly for teachers and older pupils— 
having fall notes on the lessons, and stimu- 
lating articles on general Sunday-school 
topics. 


The Rev. Dr. Edward Eggleston ad- 
dresses the Brooklyn Sunday-School Union 
on Monday night, May 10th, on “The 
Personal Influence of the Teacher,” and 
Mr. Benjamin Cole is to give blackboard 
illustrations on “ A Praying Mother.” 





Some one has put it very mildly, who 
says “that the habit of leaving the class be- 
fore the close of the school session is not a 
good one.” It is not only not good, it is 
absolutely destructive of discipline, and op- 
posed to the whole genius of the Sunday- 
school. 


The superintendent who feels that it is 
not his business to hunt up scholars, and not 
his business to try to interest the parents, 
and not his business to put himself to any 
inconvenience to carry on the school success- 
fully, has mistaken his business.— Little 
Watchman. 


A pastor took “ Trees” for the subject of a 
talk to the children. He made four points : 
1. A tree should bear fruit; 2. A tree should 
bear good fruit; 3. A tree should bear a 
great deal of good fruit; 4. A tree should 
always bear a great deal of good fruit. 

This much must be said for the spelling 
mania, at least, that since its rage among us 
it is reported by those who watch these 
things that the orthography of the pupils of 
the academies all over the country has ex- 
perienced a marked improvement. 





The scholars of an English charity school 
were actually asked these questions: “Chil- 
dren, is it not a fact that mutation is stamped 
on all sublunary objects?” “ Children, in 
the work of regeneration, can you tell me 
whether the Spirit operates casually or in- 
strumentally ?”’ Yes, sir.” , 


Charles N. Woodward, of Homer, Cort- 
land County, New York, has done us the 
honor of a visit, on his way to the Balti- 
more Convention. He is a member of the 
New York Executive Committee and one of 
the most zealous and sweet-spirited Sunday- 
school workers in the cause. 


The Cincinnati Daily Times says that St. 
John’s Methodist Episcopal Bible School in 
that city is “asquare Sunday-school,” mean- 
ing by that that it is “organized superbly 
and conducted systematically,” and is one 
of the model schools of Hamilton County. 
We do not doubt it. But isn’t a rownd Sun- 





day-school worth a compliment, too? We 
think that the circular plan is destined to 
supersde any other style of Sunday-achool 
architecture | 


It is the opinion of Lhe Newark Register 
that good: mental habits, rather than the 
mere amount of instruction crammed irto 
children’s heads, are what is needed in our 
schools. It holds that instruction should 
be given with as much ‘directness and sim- 
plicity as possible, and without too slavish 
an adherence to text-books. Our own 
Opinion is somewhat elaborated on this point 
in another column. 





The Pennsylvania Baptist Convention 
and Institute held at Norristown was a 
large and important Sunday-school gather- 
ing. Delegates were present from all parts 
of the State. State Missionary, Rev. Amos 
Myers, gave a hopeful view of his field. 
Valuable papers were presented and dis- 
cussed—among them one by the Rev. Jas. 
Lisk on the question, “ Is the International 
Lesson System fitted to give an enlarged 
knowledge of the Word of God?’ Prof. 
Robert Lowry, of Lewisburg, was elected 
President. 





For The Sunday-Schoo! Times, 


BIBLE-CLASS TEACHING. 


BY CHARLES H. WOLFF. 


HERE are some practical points in Bi. 
ble-class teaching about which both 
teachers and those preparing for this impor- 
tant work desiremore light. Having received 
numerous questions from “honest inquirers 
after the truth,’ I deem The Sunday-School 
Times an excellent medium by which to 
reach them all. To simplify, as well as to 
answer seriatim, each inquiry distinctly, I 
will proceed to state the questions, and as 
practically, tersely and briefly as possible 
answer them. 

The Teacher—What Should He Bet? 
A pious member of the Church. Qualified 
by careful study and training for the work. 
In the earlier periods of Sunday-school or- 
ganization any one willing to teach was readily 
accepted and put in position as a teacher ; 
but that day is now happily passed.. We 
have reached the swiftly rolling river of 
progress, and instead of drifting flat boats 
we have steam propelled floating ships, the 
pilotage of which needs the steady hand, the 
clear eye, thorough experimental knowledge 
of navigation and the proper estimate of the 
value of cargo and vessel with the watch and 
care essential not only keep to both from 
founding but to land both in the destined 
harbor. Whether we acknowledge it or not, 
or whether we consider it wrong, the fact 
exists that Sunday-schools through faithful 
teaching are expected to assume parental 
and pastoral care and to save souls. Paren- 
tal training and pastoral oversight are not 
ignored, and yet hundreds, yea thousands, 
come into our Bible-classes who have 
neither. No teacher should be permanently 
appointed until he has been thoroughly 
tested. He may be well read and pious, 
and yet lack the talent of communicatiog his 
thoughts properly. In many cases this lack 
may be supplied by regular practice in a 
normal-class ; but until acquired, and until 
he becomes “a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed” he should not be appointed 
as a regular teacher. 

The Bibie-Class—How Made Up? 

This will differ according to locality. 
Some old well trained congregations can 
grade up to a high standard, and receive 
only those in the class as are classified ac- 
cording to their standard. Such an arrange- 
ment is very desirable when it can be done, 
as the natural outgrowth will be competent 
feachers. Yet, the vast multitude cannot be 
used in that way. When Bible-classes are 
the most needed the grown-up people, young, 
middle aged and old, have not been students 
of the Bible; yea, are not even readers of it 
These must be tenderly cared 
To induce them to come regularly will 
require skillful and patient management. 
Not a word or gesture should indicate a 


in any sense. 
for. 








314 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


May 15, 1875. 











knowledge of their ignorance, and the more 
80, because early defective training may 
have had more to do with it than later per- 
sonal neglect. If possible enrol among 
them well trained pious scholars who will 
mingle with them cheerfully, and for the 
time being humble themselves to elementary 
exercises, receiving food as if they were still 
“babes in Christ.” Even the most learned 
willbe abundantly blessed when thus they be- 
come as little children with a noble motive, 
raising them up to the level of giants, and 
“head and shoulders above their fellows.” 

How Shall the Class be Taught? 
Always according to circumstances. A 
trained class will in time do very much of 
its own teaching, the teacher serving mainly 
as the presiding officer. Such classes at 
present are very scarce. In these classes 
teaching assumes the questioning and an- 
swering process almost entirely. There is 
great danger, too, of assuming a purely in- 
tellectual and scholarly critical standard. 
There is usually too much of the normal- 
class about such teaching, and heart 
strengthening or heart searching spirit- 
ually is ignored. These are noted excep- 
tions but they are not the rule. The regu- 
lar Bible-class should be the thoroughly 
taught class in all that builds up Christian 
character, from the sinner seeking conversion 
to the maturing Christian seeking a deeper 
work of grace. Hence the absolute ne¢ces- 
sity for adaptation to circumstances in 
bringing the Bible truths in contact with 
the mind and heart. Primarily in the first 
organization of any Bible-class, where those 
are enrolled who have had little or no train- 
ing, teaching should be didactic without any 
questioning until enough progress has been 
made and interest enlisted to guarantee a 
spirited review. ‘Those least cultured in 
biblical knowledge certainly need instruc- 
tion the most, and generally are extremely 
sensitive on this point. They will not con- 
tinue in a class when the better informed 
or self assured answer questions they can- 
not. Furthermore, the teacher cannot be 
too plain or elementary in his instruction, 
but must iterate and reiterate practical in- 
formation, instructing both head and heart. 
We liave had the standard placed too high 
of late in our Sunday-school papers and 
periodicals for general use, and the manner 
of teaching, and especially the imperative 
need of close study and questioning made 
too prominent, leading to discouragement 
because in most cases it could not be had 
either by enforcing or persuading. The 
great multitude has not yet been reached, 
but can be when teaching is made interest- 
ing and the humblest encouraged to come 
without any preparation whatever. Then 
from this starting point let the standard be 
raised very gradually, almost impercep- 
tibly, uftil the class arises in solid phalanx 
to the point where all can answer well 
adapted pertinent questions. Even then, 
however, it is not necessary to adopt always 
the questioning process. The heart and under- 
standing need quickening, and this generally 
is better done by a direct earnest appeal or 
heart-felt statement than by the best ques- 
tioning and answering. In this, religious 
training and education differ from the secu- 
lar, and here the difficult problem presents 
itself, namely, the line of demarkation be- 
tween didactical instruction on one side and 
the reception and reproduction of knowledge 
on the other, with practical Christianity as 
the result of all. One only test can be ap- 
plied to settle this difference of opinion, the 
test of practical results. First interest the 
clase, and this simply means and implies a 
proper awakening to the subject under con- 
sideration, and then test the quality of this 
awakening. If it is merely becoming alive 
to questions of doubtful disputation it is 
raught with but little if any good; but if it 
awakens sober thoughtful inquiry after the 
truth which “ maketh wise unto salvation” 
it cannot fail. 

Maps and Blackboards—Are They 

Necessary ? 

If obtainable, they should never be dis- 

pensed with. The most advaneed elasses 








cannot and will not do withont them, for the 
reason that the study of the Bible needs 
these adjuncts as the medium of proper 
illustrations. Maps for the geographical 
teaching, and blackboards for chronology 
and diagramatic outlines, or even artistic 
delineations according to the taste and talent 
of the instructor. The least cultured class 
will need both, and such a class will need 
the best and clearest teaching. What to an 
advanced class can be suggestively taught 
by a mere sentence, dash or outline, must to 
a new and elementary class be taught com- 
prehensively and in detail. The expense 
now is comparatively so small that scarcely 
a school in our land need do without them 
on that account. Then the interest is so 
greatly enhanced by them, filling up vacant 
seats and inducing liberality, so that the 
classes can bear their own expenses. The 
inspired men who wrote the Bible as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost, wrote it em- 
bellished with geographical facts, and shall 
we do less for biblical geography than we 
are doing for our secular geography in our 
schools? The blackboard is indispensable 
in secular teaching, and shall the Bible stu- 
dent refuse so important an aid as this simple 
mnemonic instrument of God ? 

Time and Place of Meeting? 
Sunday afternoon, in connection with and 
as an integral part of the Sunday-school. 
The afternoon is preferable, because it affagds 
the earlier hours of the sacred day for study, 
prayer and earnest . meditation, and the 
morning sermon. During inclement weather 
it is safer in point of health, and as a general 
thing enables the church to rally in greater 
numbers. In many, and in most places, 
probably the work of the household is out 
of the way and all are free to go. The 
Sunday-school needs the prestige of the adult 
Bible-class. It attracts both old and young, 
and materially assists in restraining the vo- 
latile and disorderly, and diffuses a spirit of 
earnestness and religious interest by its very 
presence. No Sunday-school can, in justice 
to itself, dispense with an adult Bible-class, 
and out of it in due time the best of teachers 
can be had. A separate room should be 
provided for its use, with permanent appur- 
tenances easy of access. The room should 
be light and cheerful. 

The Lesson—Its Length? Closing? 

The International Series. Time, forty- 
five minutes. The lesson begun, no inter- 
ference during its continuance should be per- 
mitted under any circumstances, either by 
the secretary, librarian, or even the superin- 
tendent. Pastor and superintendent should 
attend occasionally, suggest improvements 
in teaching or the general conduct of the 
class if needful, but neither should disturb 
the class by entering after the lesson has 
begun, or leave before its close. The class 
having joined the Sunday-school in the 
opening exercises in the main room, should 
get settled promptly in the Bible-class 
room, and after the lesson, at the signal by 
the teacher, rise forthe concluding prayer. 
This should be brief, tenderly heartfelt, and 
of the nature of a benediction. Then the 
collection, announcement of the next lesson, 
with any brief, pointed suggestions deemed 
important, and a prompt adjournment to the 
Sunday-school room for hearty participation 
in singing or other closing exercises. The 
school and class should always consider 
themselves as members one of another, and 
so deport themselves, thus exerting a health- 
ful influehce reciprocally. Order, religious 
deportment, and the closest attention to the 
lesson and all the exercises can be so 
thoroughly developed in a well conducted 
Bible-class as to make it the proper object 
of the noblest ambition among the junior 
members of the Sunday-school, thus train- 
ing them for the desired Bible-class mem- 
bership and solve the problem “ how to re- 
tain the older scholars in the school.” From 
the Bible-class there is properly but one 
graduation, namely, to that of teacher ; aside 
from this it is a life-membership as truly as, 
is that of the church. 

After a practical experience of over 
twenty-five years, teaching eonstantly during 





that period Bible-classes of from fifty to two 
hundred members, with the blessing of the 
Lord upon us, and at present actively em- 
ployed in the same work, I submit the fore- 
going brief synopsis of what, under the 
guidance of the Giver of all Wisdom, has 
proved a great blessing to both scholars and 
teacher. Cincinnati, May, 1875. 





GIVE LIGHT, O LORD! 





Lord, give me light to do Thy work! 
For only, Lord. from Thee 

Can come the light by which these eyes 
The way of work can see. 


So shall success be mine, in spite 
Of feebleness in me; 

Beyond all disappointment then 
And failure I shall be. 


The work is Thine, not mine, O Lord: 
It is Thy race we run; 
Give light. and then shall all I do 
Be well and truly done. 
— Bonar. 





For The Sunday-School Times. 


HAVE NO FAVORITES. 


BY A TEACHER. 


QUOTE the above maxim from a list of 

admirable axioms given by one whose 
Sunday-school work has been remarkable 
and wonderfully successful. He has so 
large an experience that I always feel in- 
clined to admit his propositions as good 
without demonstration. But there is so se- 
rious a question involved in the above head- 
ing that I have tallied it with my own ex- 
perience and am still debating its advisa- 
bility. If by favorites he meens doing un- 
justly by a portion of my class, or neglect- 
ing their interests, of course he is right. If 
he means doing less by all, than my level 
best to win them to the ways and wisdom of 
the Lord, then he is right. If he means that 
I have no right to pain those who desire 
love, and who aim to do right, by bestow- 
ing all my love on some pet, who is per- 
haps only witty, handsome, or winning, then 
again he is surely right. But it is not so cer- 
tain that a specially worthy scholar should 
not find especial favor; that is, become a 
favorite. 

It is at least a trial for human nature not to 
love the lovely. It is not only so, but a strong 
nature will find a holy prompting to ten- 
derly nourish a weak one. Jesus in his 
work at all times showed special favor to 
special disciples. My own experience 
teaches me that to take a dozen scholars and 
have a dead level love, and no partiality 
for any one of them, may be possible so long 
as [am only endeavoring to teach them Scrip- 
tural facts, and coolly inculcate moral 
principles; but that when I seek to inspire 
them, and it becomes a matter of sympathy 
and friendship, the plan suggested is impos- 
sible. Sometimes there is a weak childish 
nature that is to be made strong, if ever, by 
the imparted will of another, until he can 
morally and intellectually walk alone, 
Sometimes there is a peculiarly beautiful 
soul, noble and of great capacity, our little 
St. John; and in either case special favor 
may be needed to bring these souls to their 
best. May it not sometimes be a question 
between doing a moderate average good to 
ten, and making two or three glorious char- 
acters, at the expense of some time that 
might have been used for the general good ? 
It is not possible to avoid the jealousy or 
envy of some natures. The most absolutely 
impartial course, unless uniformly formal, 
and regularly cold, will not leave the 
teacher above the suspicion of those who in- 
herit suspicious temperaments. 

I am inclined to think that children, in all 
their culture at secular or Sunday-schools, 
should learn that love is, to a certain extent, 
dependent on loveliness; that favor depends 
on behavior. A thoroughly true teacher 
gives more than the scholar has a right to 
claim in giving time, strength, study, care, 
love and patience. If, beyond this, some 
win a special and additional share of honest, 
sincere Christian patience or tender regard 
there is no injury dene te the majority. The 








question, however, sometimes becomes one 
of policy. Can a teacher, taking human 
nature as it is, 90 gnardedly direct his course 
as to have favorites without destroying his 
influence? Probably he cannot by merely 
petting or humoring one or mre, but if his 
favor be clearly gnided or graded to beha- 
vior and inner worth he can unquestionably 
be successful. The question often troubles 
warm-hearted teachers, and it must be al- 
lowed that it is ofien settled by a weakening 
of the teacher’s influence and power for 
good. 





For The Sunday-School Times. 


TWO SUGGESTIONS. 





BY MRS. EMILY HUNTINGTON MILLER. 





I, On Teachers’ Meetings. 

UR teachers’ meeting is on Wednes- 

day evening, following the prayer- 
meeting, which closes promptly at half- 
past eight. By holding it at this time 
we secure several advantages, We avoid 
multiplying the regular evening engage- 
ments, We secure the attendance of 
teachers at prayer-meeting. Many pro- 
minent members of the church remain 
to the teachers’ meeting, and are thus 
more actively interested in the Sunday- 
school, At the beginning of last quarter 
the superintendent presented to each 
teacher a card, upon which was printed 
the lessons for the quarter, with the 
name of the nerson to whom each lesson 
was assigned. Thus: 


See Re Renee eeee eee Ne eeeeee enna eee s oe nneenees eneeeeseceeeesenesenensee 


? March 7. “ Cities of Refuge.” Josh. 20: 1-9. 


Teacher, L. N. JouNson. } 


The selections included both ladies 
and gentlemen, the superintendent and 
pastor also serving, the person desig- 
nated taking the lesson at the feachers’ 
meeting and presenting it according to 
his own method; the others answering 
and asking questions and making sug- 
gestions. It is optional with the teacher 
for each week to sum up the points of 
the lesson, if he desires to do so,in a 
five-minute speech at the close of the 
school onSunday. This method was in- 
troduced as an experiment and has 
worked admirably. It has been both in- 
teresting and instructive to note the dif- 
ferent methods of analyzing and present- 
ing a lesson, and the teachers have had 
a personal interest in the meeting, since 
it has been made todepend more directly 
upon them. 

II. One Way to Review. 

Last review day we took upthe regular 
lesson in the classes as usual, but at its 
close the superintendent announced that 
he proposed to ask the teachers a few 
questions about the lessons of the past 
quarter, and requested them to rise in 
their places when called upon. Children 
enjoy turning the tables upon their 
elders, and it was amusing to see the 
eager interest with which they received 
this proposal, and the attention with 
which they listened for every word. The 
review was something as follows: 

“Will Mr, P. tell us something about 
this people whose history we have been 
following, who they were, and where 
they came from?” 

“ They were the descendants of Abra- 
ham and originally lived in Canaan, but 
going down to Egypt to sojourn in time 
of famine, they finally became slaves and 
suffered great hardships and oppression, 
until the Lord raised up Moses to deliver 
them. After a series of remarkable mira- 
cles he led them out of Egypt and through 
the Red Sea into the Wilderness. ; 

At this point another teacher was called 
upon to go on with the story, and thusin 
fifteen minutes a brief and concise state- 
ment of the main incidents of our les- 
sous was given to the school. A few 
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questions brought out the most forcible 
teachings of truth, and the review closed 
with a stirring song. 

It is well’ to remem’er that children 
lack the power of generalizing and com- 
bining. They may thoroughly grasp the 
details of each lesson, and then the aim 
of a review should be not simply to ascer- 
tain if they have kept those in mind but 
to enable them to separate the important 
points, and combine the whole into con- 
nected history and teaching. 

Chicago, May 1. 





THE TEACHER IN THE CLASS. 


BY THE REV. J. B. ATCHINSON. 





{An Address delivered before the Sunday-School 
Teachers’ Association, of Buffalo, N. Y., and re- 
quested for publication in The Sunday-School 
Times. | 





(FIRST PART.) 





+ * « * * * 


MHE of military 

jepends largely upon the skill and 
courage of the rank and file. Officers 
are needed to plan campaigns, to ma- 
neuvre armies, and to lead on the troops, 
but it is the privates who do the execution ; 
upon their bravery hang the honors of bat- 
tles gained and victories won. The teach- 
ers are the rank and file of the great Sun- 
day-school army. Upon their skill and 
faithfulness depend largely the issues of the 
fight. Pasturs and superintendents are to 
plan and organize, direct and control, but it 
is the teacher who gets close to the scholars ; 
it is the teacher’s arm that encircles them ; 
it is the teacher’s loving smiles that win 
them; it is the teacher’s pleasant ways that 
holds them ; it is the teacher’s earnest pray- 
ers that lift them up to God, and so we 
come to-night to talk with teachers, not to 
advise what to teach, but how to teach, not 
to say what sword to take, but to modestly 
offer some suggestions hew to wield the 
sword of the Spirit most effectualiy. Pa- 
rents are teachers. Pastors are teachers. 
Superintendents are teachers. We are all 
laborers together with God, therefore we are 
all interested in the subject I have chosen, 
viz: The Teacher in the Class. 

The Teacher’s Place. 


1. The teacher should be in the class, not 
outside of it. Not at one end. Theteacher 
should be face to face with every member of 
the class. He should be able to see the 
scholars eye to eye. Every scholar ought 
to be next to the teacher. When Jesus 
taught his disciples humility he called them 
unto him and took a child and set him in 
the midst of them. Jesus with his child- 
text was in the midst of his listeners,—his 
scholars. So every teacher should be in the 
midst of his class. I once saw a class of 
twelve boys crowded into a seat none too 
long for eight of the little fellows. The 
teacher, a dashing young man, occupied a 
chair in the aisle at the end of the long 
straight seat, and while he twisted a lesson 
leaf in his gloved hands, he was interesting 
the lad next to him on the subject of boat- 
ing, suggested perhaps by something in the 
lesson for that Sabbath—it was about “ Christ 
stilling the tempest.” The eleven other 
lads were all interested, but not in the ‘es- 
son, not in the teacher. They were interest- 
ing each other and having a good time gen- 
erally. In the same school [ saw a young 
lady, whose dress indicated wealth and posi- 
tion, on her knees in front of her class with 
an open Bible in the lap of the little girl 
before her, forgetting her position, forgetting 
every thing in her intense earnestness to in- 
terest and impress her deeply interested 
class, every member of which seemed wholly 


success movements 


oblivious to the surroundings—eight little 
heads bent close to the earnest teacher, eight 
pairs of bright eyes saw only one thing in 
all the room—the loving face of the teacher— 
eight little hearts being touched with the 
ever sweet and blessed story of Jesus and 
his love. In those school-rooms where the 
seats are straight and close te each other, 











| far away that she cannot return 





| 


it is sometimes difficult to get in the class, 
and yet where there’s a will there’s a way, 
as shown by the lady teacher above men- 
tioned. When all our church officials and 
all our building committees come to realize 
fully the importance of the spiritual develop- 
ment and religious training of childhood, 
we shall then have the right kind of Sun- 
day-school rooms, ani the right kind of 
seats, and teachers can be in their classes 
while teaching the lesson. Till then we 
must pray for the good time coming and do 
the best we can. 
The Teacher in his Place. 

2. The teacher should be in the class re- 
gularly. There is no reason why a pastor 
should be in his pulpit regularly every Sab- 
bath that does not apply with equal force 
to the teacher. When a minister is to be 
absent from his parish over Sunday, he is 
sure to get some brother minister to supply 
his pulpit, and in case of illness the same 
carefulness is observed not to disappoint his 
flock. 
from his desk because of inclement weather, 


A clergymen who absents himself 


or of company (there are a few teachers in 
the West, but no clergymen I believe, who do 
this), should not be disappointed or sur- 
prised to find the absentees of his congrega- 
tion rapidly increasing in numbers; and the 
irregular teacher will always have an irre- 
gular class. I have noticed this in my ex- 
perience in connection with Sunday-schools, 
that those teachers who are always with 
their classes on Sunday seldom have a 
change in the personnel of their classes; the 
same scholars are found in the same class 
week after week, month after month, and 
year after year. The scholars of such a 
teacher know that their teacher will be pre- 
sent regardless of the weather, and they are 
careful not to disappoint their teacher by 
being absent themselves. 

A pastor on his way to church, one rainy 
morning, overtaking a little girl belonging 
to one of these regular classes, said to her: 

“A pretty stormy morning for little girls 
to be out.” 

“Oh, sir, I don’t mind it,” said the little 
girl, ‘besides I wouldn't like to disappoint 
my teacher.” 

“You don’t expect your teacher will ven- 
ture out so far in such a storm as this, do 
you?” 

“Oh, yes, sir, she lives nearly a mile 
away, but I know she will be at the Sunday- 
school, unless she is sick.” 

“What makes you think so, my little 
girl ?” 

“ Because, sir, she is always there.” 

“ Always! She is away from home over 
Sunday sometimes, isn’t she ?” 

“Not very often, sir. She goes away a 
good many times, but she ’most always comes 
home to be with us on Sunday.” 

“What do you do when she is sick, or so 
9” 

“Oh, she always sends some one to take 
her place, and so we are never without a 
teacher.” 

Such teachers win and noLp and SAVE 
their scholars. 

The Teacher in his Place Promptly. 

3. The teacher should be in the class 
punctually. Tardiness is an unpardonable 
sin on the part of teachers. A teacher 
never gets started right that is not present 
to start at the opening of the session. Fif- 
teen minutes, or ten, or even five minutes 
lost at the beginning of a session cannot be 
redeemed during the school hour. 

“Our teacher is a behindhand teacher,” 
said a bright-eyed mission scholar. Behind- 
hand teachers have but little influence in 
their classes, Tardiness evinces a lack of 
interest easily discovered by the scholars, 
and they soon come to have but little re- 


spect for those teachers whose lack of ear- 


' 


nest interest permits them to drop in any 
time during the first half-hour. Teachers 
should be in their classes regularly and 
punctually at the appointed hour. It was 
an unreasonable teacher who reasoned thus: 
“T have no special part to perform in the 
opening exercises, and it matters but little 
whether I am tkere or not.” Such methods 





of reasoning are contagious and the scholars 
will soon be saying, “Our teacher doesn’t 
seem to be very particular about being at 
the school when it opens, and why should 
we?” But why argue such self-evident 
truths. If a person has been called of God 
to teach (and a firm belief in the doctrine 
of divinely commissioned teachers is a part 
of my Sunday-school creed) nothing will 
keep him away from his class, nothing will 
prevent him from being there at the ap- 
pointed hour, but that providence of God 
which lays him up and renders it impossible. 
He will consider the work of Jesus and the 
souls of his scholars of more imperative 
value than any or all of those senseless ex- 
cuses which are so freely offered by delin- 
quent teachers who are not in heart sympa- 
thy with their work. 

The teacher should be in his class at 
the commencement of the session, and dur- 
ing the opening exercises, to participate in 
them and by his example and influence 
train his class to observe proper order and 
act their proper part in this important por- 
tion of the Sunday-school session. We have 
been pained before now to see the chorister 
of a school of 500 scholars, trying with 
commendable patience and earnestness to 
get all the school to sing, while many of the 
teachers were absent, and many more seemed 
wholly unconscious of the presence of the 
chorister or of his musical effurts. Three 
or four were audibly discussing some unim- 
portant topic wholly foreign to the Sunday- 
school. Others were just beginning to feel 
the necessity of studying the lesson, and were 
busy with Times and Journals and Teachers 
and Lesson Notes. Two or three teachers were 
in possession of the only song book in the 
classes, and while their six or eight scholars 
were otherwise engaged they sat bolt up- 
right in the end of the seat, scanning the 
pages of the book, wholly regardless of the 
appeals of the chorister and superintendent 
for all to sing. Such teachers are but figure- 
heads, and not ornamental ones at that. 
Each teacher is an assistant of the superin- 
tendent, and when their attention is given 
to extraneous things, disregarding the lea- 
der’s wishes and efforts, it shows a want of 
respect to the chosen leader ; it disgraces the 
teacher’s calling; it shows a great lack of 
comprehension of the great work of soul- 
feeding and soul training; it shows that 
careless, indifferent, incompetent persons are 
occupying the places that ought to be filled 
with earnest, faithful, skillful teachers. As 
teachers we should be in our classes to greet 
our scholars when they come, and if they 
always find us present when they enter the 
class, they will soon learn to follow our ex- 
ample and will be there in good time. 
Teachers should engage in all the respon- 
sive readings and see that their scholars do 
the same. They should, with their classes, 
all join in the singing. They should bow 
with their scholars during prayer, and with 
them repeat the Lord’s Prayer. They should 
see that all the rules of the school, in rela- 
tion to the opening and closing exercises, 
are by ghemselves and every member of 
their classes promptly and cheerfully obeyed, 
To engage in the opening exercises of the 
school is a duty which no teacher, in justice 
to himself, the superintendent, and his class 
can neglect. Be in the class regularly, 
promptly, and during the entire session of 
the school. 


The Teacherinhis Place, with a Plan. 
4. The teacher should be in his class with 


a plan. He may not always be able to carry 
it out in all its details, but he should always 
meet his class with a well and carefully 
matured plan. In one of our Western schools 


class in the farther end of the school-room 











—3S. 


plan does not come within the scope of this 
address, as it is numbered among the teach- 
er’s duties outside of the class, but the im- 
portance of planning for the teaching of 
every Sunday’s lesson cannot be too ear- 
nestly enforced. The teacher must not only 
know what he is going to teach, but how it is 
to be taught. We often spend too much 
time over the what of the lesson, and too 
little over the how. This is a mistake. The 
farmer plans for his summer’s work. The 
builder has a complete plan of the com- 
pleted building to guide him in its erection. 
The merchant plans for his business. The 
lawyer does not commence his plea without 
a carefully prepared plan, and so the true 
teacher comes before his class, seeing the 
end from the beginning. 
the lesson. 


He has analyzed 
He has decided upon his mode 
of questioning, not necessarily the questions 
he shall ask. One or two main points have 
been selected toward which all the teach- 
ing centres. He knows the time allotted to 
the lesson and plans accordingly. This plan 
includes all the members of the class, who 
are kept busy as it is successfully wrought 
out. A teacher without a plan is an indif- 
ferent teacher, and indifferent teachers have 
indifferent scholars, and indifferent scholars 
generally disturb the school, not having 
anything to do themselves. “ How shall I 
teach this lesson ?” is a question of as much 
importance to every teacher, as “ Whatshall 
I teach in this lesson?” I remember a lady 
teacher of a certain school whose class 
seemed to be restless and noisy. The super- 
intendent whispered in her ear, inquiring 
“What do you think is the matter with 
your class to-day?” “Oh,” said she, “I 
have exhausted the lesson and am waiting 
for the bell to ring.” There are too many 
such teachers who come to their classes, not 
knowing how they are going to teach what 
they may have found in the lesson to teach, 
and it naturally follows that the lesson is 
soon exhausted and the class is left to amuse 
themselves. Teachers are to study that they 
may “rightly divide the Word of Truth,” so 
as not to be ashamed of their work, and 
then will they be “approved unto God.” 
( To be concluded.) 





CRITICISING THE SUNDA Y- 
SCHOOL. 





NTELLIGENT criticism of the Sunday- 

school is to be desired by its friends. In 
hardly any other way can they do more to 
promote its highest efficiency than by point- 
ing out the evil tendencies of unwise meas- 
ures and practices in its administration. 
Even if such criticisms are made in no 
friendly spirit, they are to be valued. It is 
well to learn what is wrong or in bad taste 
in plans or methods or work through the 
comments of either friends or foes. But not 
all censure or denunciation is intelligent cri- 
ticism. Nor is all wholesale censure of the 
Sunday-school or of methods employed in it 
worthy of thoughtful consideration by Sun- 
day-school workers. The opinion of writers 
or speakers, for example, who assert that 
“Sunday-schvols are a failure” or are a 
“ necessary evil’ are entitled to no more de- 
ference than are the declarations of croakers 
who insist that republican governments are 
a failure or that the common-school system 
is a necessary evil. However great or good 
the man who makes such an assertion, he 
cannot expect to have his proposition de- 
bated seriously. A sneer or a laugh is its best 
reply. The statement that an educated 
ministry has retarded popular instruction 


| would be just as worthy of careful examina- 


| tion at this day as is the statement that 
after the opening exercises, a scholar from a | 


walked up the aisle to the superintendent’s | 


desk and whispering to that official said, 
“ Our teacher would like to know where the 
leseon is to-day.” Of course, there are no 
such teachers in this city, but there may be 
some, who, as they commence to teach the 
lesson, have no definite aim, no weli-defined 
path marked out in which they intend to 
lead their scholars. The maturing of this 


household religious instruction has been 


lessened by Sunday-school influence. The 
denunciations of modern Sunday-school mu- 


| sic, as a whole, are not likely to be received 


now with the same respect, from whatever 
source they come, as they might have had 
before such music, with all its faults, had 
won its substantial triumphs in all Christen- 
dom. And so through all the rangeof Sunday- 
school discussion. Such criticisms as point 
out specific errors in Sunday-schoel manage- 
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ment, as show the lack of sufficient effort to 
secure co-work between the school and the 
family, as indicate the best and the poorest 
features of the popular music, intelligent and 
discriminating criticism on all such points is 
to be prized and thoughtfully pondered by 
those who are engaged in Sunday-school 
teaching or management ; but sweeping de- 
nunciations of. either the Sunday-school 
agency itself or such of its instrumentalities 
as have stood the test of trial, with the re- 
sult of signal success, can hardly be better 
met than with contempt and ridicule.—The 
’ Independent. 





THE CONVENTION AT INDIAN- 
APOLIS. 


AS interesting matter, worthy of being 

recalled at this time, we reproduce 
from Mr. Trumbull’s “ Historical Intro- 
duction” the brief outline which he gives 
of the Indianapolis Convention. A re- 
freshing of the memory of delegates upon 
the leading points of that memorable 
meeting will be one of the best 
possible introductions to the Baltimore 
gathering. If we begin at Baltimore 
where we left off at Indianapolis, and go 
on from that point of practical attain- 
ment to the points that are yet to be 
reached, the coming gathering will be 
even more proudly pre-eminent than its 
predecessor in the history of our Sunday- 
school progress. The outline follows: 

The Fifth National Convention met in 
the Second Presbyterian Church, Indian- 
apolis, at 7.30, p.m., of Tuesday, April 16, 
1872. The published report of the pro- 
ceedings of that Assembly, like that of the 
Foumth Convention, is so full and accurate 
that it is unnecessary to speak here of the 
work of the Convention in detail; but its 
peculiarities, in contrast with former Con- 
ventions, are worthy of mention. 

The programme itself indicated the prog- 
gress made in the cause since the First 
Convention was called to consider “the im- 
portance of reducing to some simple and 
general principles a system of religious 
education” then in its infancy in this coun- 
try. At the time of the Fifth Convention, 
the principles of the Sunday-school system 
were #0 well understood that all knew what 
was included in the sphere and work of this 
agency, and were ready to take up, in their 
natural order, its various departments of the 
Field, the Seed, the Sowers, the Sowing, and 
the Harvest. These themes were what at- 
tracted the members who gathered; and 
their discussion gave interest and profit to 
every session. 

Twenty-two States and one Territory of the 
Union were represented by 254 delegates 
authorized according to the terms of the call, 
and by 84 others who came as representa- 
tives, without such complete authorization— 
338 in all. Representatives were also present 
from Canada, Great Britain and India, and 
formal communications were received’ from 
associations or prominent workers in Eng- 
land, Scotland, France, Switzerland and 
Holland. 

Action on Uniform Lessons. 

As to the action of the Convention on the 
Uniform Lesson question, the editor of The 
Sunday-School Times said, in a review of the 
proceedings of that body : 

“The interest of the Convention culmi- 
nated, as was expected, in the Uniform 
Lesson question. To this almost everything 
seemed to be tending from the beginning of 
the sessions) The slightest allusion to the 
subject created a perceptible ripple over the 
body. And when the question came up in 
the regular order, an intensity of feeling 
was exhibited that is rarely seen in a public 
assembly. At times it reached the morally 
sublime, After the earnest speech of Mr. 
Jacobs, who had been appointed to lead the 
discussion, and during the brief speeches for 
and against which followed, the scene was 
indescribable. A quiver of eager desire 
seemed to thrill the whole body. It was 
known that a strong feeling in favor of the 
project was abroad in the Sunday-school 
community, but the feverish anxiety and 


solemnly set — of such vast numbers, 
manifesting itself in such intensity, was 





hardly expected even by the most ardent 
and sanguine advocates of the system. There 
was scarcely a corporal’s guard of opponents 
to the measure. Although in the morning, 
when the question was broached, repeated 
cries of ‘question!’ were made, the counsel 
of caution prevailed, the measure was not 
rushed through in hot haste, but left for the 
afternoon’s session. The ardor of its advo- 
cates had not at all cooled by the delay, the 
final vote being almost unanimous, and its 
announcement was greeted by the Conven- 
tion rising to their feet and singing the long 
metre doxology.” 


A committee of five ministers and five 
laymen from different parts of the United 
States, with one minister and one layman 
added from the Dominion of Canada, were 
appointed to arrange a series of Bible Les- 
sons for a term of—say seven years, cover- 
ing a general study of the whole Bible; and 
the Convention recommended the adoption 
by the Sunday-schools of the entire country 
of the series thus planned for. 

Other Steps of Progress, 


As at the Newark Convention, two after- 
noons were given at Indianapolis to sectional 
meetings to accommodate different classes of 
workers; and here again were evidences of 
progress. Two of the more important sec- 
tions were those not called for at Newark, 
viz: the officers of National and State As- 
sociations to agree on common forms of 
statistics and a uniform plan of work; and 
the leaders of teachers’ institutes and normal 
classes. 

Other steps of progress were taken in the 
appointment of E. Payson Porter, of Ili- 
nois, as a general statistical secretary of the 
National Convention ; and in the extension 
of the plan of the Convention and of the 
Uniform Lesson series, to include Canada as 
well as the United States, thus making both 
International instead of National. 

After the appointment of an Executive 
Committee, to which was referred the mat- 
ters of time and place for the next Conven- 
tion, and all arrangements therefore, the 
Fifth Convention adjourned on the afternoon 
of Friday, April 19. 

Of this Convention, in contrast with its 
immediate predecessor, it was well said by 
Rev. Dr. Vincent, in The Sunday-School 
Journal: 


“The Indianapolis Convention exceeded 
that at Newark in practical value and deep 
enthusiasm. There was less oratory and 
more true eloquence, fewer magnates and 
more true workers, less of human wisdom 
and more of the Word of God. It thundered 
and lightened less at Indianapolis than at 
Newark, but it rained more—a soft, sweet, 
refreshing rain that will cause God’s vine- 
yard to grow and ripen through the years 
to come.” 





THE SECOND NATIONAL CON- 
VENTION. 





AST week we gave a sketch of the 
First National Sunday-School Con- 
vention, held in New York City in Octo- 
ber of 1832,—nearly forty-three years ago. 
We present now a brief sketch of the 
Second National Convention. It was 
called in pursuance of the resadution of 
the Convention held in New York, and 
met in Philadelphia, May 22, 1833. Dele- 
gates were present from various schools, 
societies and unions in‘nine States, The 
Hon, Willard Hall, of Delaware, who 
still survives a veteran of ninety-four 
years, was President. Gerritt Smith 
was one of the Vice- Presidents. Reports 
were presented on various topics from 
the committees appointed by the New 
York Convention. These were printed 
in The Sunday-School Journal, 
The Convention continued in session 
two days, and adopted a number of im- 
portant resolutions and measures, such 


as: 

“ Resolved, That it should be a leading 
object of Sunday-schools to train the 
hearts and minds of all engaged in them 
to habits of active benevolence. 

“ Resolved, That the introduction intd 
Sabbath-schools of children, whose pa- 
rents and guardians are capable of teach- 
ing them, had for its object to aid such 





parents and guardians in the work of in- 
struction, and not to exonerate them from 
it. 

“ Resolved, That measures be taken to 
induce a more general and efficient co- 
operation of ministers and church 
officers in the work of Sunday-school in- 
struction ; and that ministers may more 
effectually advance the cause by making 
the exercises of the school the subject of 
public discourse on the Sabbath, or in 
some weekly lecture, and of conversation 
in families, and in their professional 
visits. 

Resolved, Thatthis Convention recom- 
mend the formation of general Bible 
classes of adults, as well as of the older 
classes of Sunday scholars, as among the 
best means of maintaining interest in 
mutual Bible instruction, and of quali- 
fying teachers. 

“ Resolved, That the members of the 
Convention recognize it as the duty of 
the religious community to impart Sun- 
day-school or other religious instruc- 
tion to the inmates of State prisons, 
jails, penitentiaries, alms-houses, etc. 

“ Resolved, That it is desirable that 
Sunday-school libraries should contain 
no books but such as are of a religious 
nature; and that any instruction 
which may be thought necessary to 
be imparted on subjects of ordinary 
knowledge should be given on some 
other day than the Sabbath.” 

The Committee on the Expediency of 
forming Temperance Societies in Sunday- 
schools reported adversely, assigning 
four distinct reasons, and referring to 
others, The reports published in The 
Sunday-School Journal are carefully pre- 
pared, many of them exhaustive, and well 
worthy of being re-published and stu- 
died now. 


The Convention adjourned sine die, 





A PARTING AT BETHANY. 


ABBATH, May 9th, was a memorable 
day at Bethany Sabbath-school, in 
Philadelphia. It was the Superinten- 
dent’s last Sabbath before his departure 
for Europe. The attendance of teachers 
and echo was full, and the space al- 
lotted to visitors was closely packed ; 
in fact very many were turned away for 
want of room. 

After the usual review of the lesson by 
the Superintendent, on “Ruth and 
Naomi,” he remarked briefly and very 
feelingly on the fact that this was the last 
time he should see their faces for many 
days; on the next Sabbath he would be 
on the ocean and on the following Sab- 
bath, by tne favor of a good Providence, 
in London, sharing with brethren Moody 
and Sankey in their great revival meet- 
ings. After words of wi-e and tender 
counsel, and asking all the teachers and 
scholars to take their pencils and Bibles 
and write this motto: “One little life- 
time to live for Jesus; one long eternity 
to live with Him,” with the Scripture 
reference, Numbers 6: 24-26, he took 
hi: seat. 

Mr. J. H. Coyle, one of the Associate 
Superintendents, said a few parting 
words, assuring Mr. Wanamaker of the 
tender remembrance of all the teachers 
and scholars during his absence, and of 
their continual prayers for his safety and 
safe return to them. Mr. Nicholas Baggs, 
also Associate Superintendent, led the 
whole school in audible prayer for God’s 
blessing upon their departing brother and 
leader, At the close of this prayer the 
school sung together, led by their own 
choir under the direction of Mr. Johnson, 
the beautiful parting hymn printed be- 
low and written for the occasion by Mr. 
E. Johnson, of Pittsburgh. It was sun 
to the tune in “ Gospel Songs” entitl 
“Yield not to Temptation.” Many were 
affected to tears as the eighteen hundred 
voices took up the refrain, ‘‘ Jesus walks 
ever beside thee.” 

At the close of the school the Superin- 
tendent took his stand in the rear of the 
hall near one of the doors and took ever 
member of the school by the hand. 
Surely no citizen of Philadelphia has 
ever gone abroad carrying with him 
more good wishes, or whose safe return 
was more generally desired and sincerely 
prayed for by so many friends at home. 

In the evening the pastor preached a 
sermon from Psalm 91: 4, “He shall 
cover thee with his feathers, and under 
his wings shalt thou trust;” and referred 
in a few words at the close to the early 





departure of the Superintendent, saying 
that wherever he and, his may journey 
these blessed wings é6f God shall cover 
them, They will never get beyond their 
broad shelter. He referred also to the 
tender love that binds the people of 
Bethany together, which no mountains 
nor seas can sever. We quote a few sen- 
tences. “They will go out from our 
resence, but not from our thoughts. 
hey will not leave the little sanctuaries 
of our affections. They will not go be- 
yond the reach of our prayers. We will 
weave roofs and canopies of prayer to 
cover them wherever they journey. When 
they ride upon the'sea we will hold back 
the waves with chains of prayer. We 
will build walls of prayer about them 
wherever they lodge even for a night. 
We will strew garlands of prayer on their 
= sagpe. wherever their feet may tread. 
Ve shall be sundered far but we shall 
meet, and our spirits shall blend “around 
our common mercy-seat.” 


“ BETHANY’S FAREWELL 


To 
MR. JOHN WANAMAKER., 


OUR BELOVED SUPERINTENDENT.” 
Philadelphia, May 9, 1875 
Roll gently, ye billows; 
Blow softly, O gales; 
Sate oer to the far laud, 
Waft zaily the sails. 
Thou who ov the waters, 
Did-t walk Galilee, 
Walk Thou ever near him, 
Whilatos ed on the sea. 
cHorvs, 
Jesus walks ever beside thee, 
He will com ort aus guide thee, 
Under his wings he wil hide thee 
Safe from all danger aud fear. 
O friend of the children, 
Tears bid thee adieu, 
Tears welling irom child hearts, 
Hearts loving and true. 
When rocked on the billéws, 
Far out on the sea, 
Oh think of the foud hearts, 
Still thinking of thee. 
Jesus walks ever be-ide thee, 
He will comfort a d guide thee, 
Und tr his wings he will bide thee, 
Sate from ali danger and fear. 
Borne safe to the far land, 
Land storied ip song, 
Far far from the loved ones 
Dear Betbany’s throug, 
In thought thou wilt of.en 
Take flight o’er the tea, 
And pray for thy children, 
Sti thinking of thee. 


Jesus walks ever beside thee, 

He will comfort and guide thee, 
Under his wings he wiil hide thee, 
Safe from ail dauger and fear. 


As cometh the morning, 
As night shadows fall, 
When bending in worship, 

To Jesus we call 
We'!l pray for nis blessing, 
Chila-lover, ou thee, 
And love thee as ever, 
Though far o er the sea. 


Jesus walks ever beside thee, 
He will comfort and guide thee, 
Under his wings he will hide thee, 
Safe from a)] danger and fear. 
A GRAND PUBLIC DEMONSTRA- 
TION. 


va Presbyterian Sabbath-schools of 
Philadelphia made an impressive ex 
hibition of their numbers in the Academy 
of Music on the afternoon of Friday, 
May 7. The schools occupied different 
parts of the house, presenting with their 
bright banners and gay children’s dresses 
a very animating sight. Two schools 
occupied the stage—the scenery of forest, 
field and river giving all the effect of a 
lovely May day gathering. 

The singing was very sweet, the order 
good, and the whole occasion a success, 
The Hon. Joseph Allison presided. 
Many of the prominent clergymen of the 
city were upon the platform. Drs. Ro- 
berts, of Elizabeth, and Humphreys and 
Willetts, of Philadelphia, made delight- 
ful addresses. George W. Mears, Esgq., 
gave some very interesting historical 
facts about the progress of Presbyterian 
Sabbath-schools of the city. 

The meeting was under the auspices o1 
the Presbyterian Board of Publication. 
It deserves to become an annual fact. 
Both denominationally and generally 
such demonstrations would have a re- 
viving effect, we believe, upon the Sun- 
day-school interests of the city. Phila- 
delphia, with her more than one hun- 
dred thousand scholars, could outshine 
even Brooklyn, if she would, in the pub- 
lic displays of her Sunday-school forces. 
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For The Sunday-Schoo! Times, 
THE GEORGIA STATE SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL CONVENTION. 





( Official.) 





HE Convention is called for Union Point, 

May 21, 22 and 23. The Rev. L. B. 

Fish will be Musical Director. The follow- 
ing is 


THE PROGRAMME. 


Friday, May 21. 
1.30 am. Enrollment of Delegates. 

10 aM. Prayer. Song. “ Rescue the Perixhing.” 
Welcome A ddress, by the President. Kespouse, 
by Rev. P. BK. Robinson, of Greensboro’. 

11 am. Poem, ‘Of Such is the Kingdom,” Miss 
M L. Eve, of Augusta. Essav, ‘“ The Religion 
Needed.” Mists Annie ©. M. B'ackburn, of | 
Barnesville. Essay, “ Christs Little Ones,” 
Miss Annie M. Barnes, of Atlauta, 

12 m. Appointment of Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

2.29 pM. Election of Officers. 

3pm. “Why Should Parents Attend Sunday- 
School?" Hon PD. W. Anderson, Marietta. 


4pm “How t» Promote Catholicity Among 
Suh4av-School Workers?’ Rev. H. Quigg, 
Cc. nyers 


420 ta 5 pm Discussion of Topics Presented. 
Question Box. 
7PM. “omplete Sunday-School Idea in the 
Bible.” Rev. W, H. Crawford Atlanta. 
8 to9P.M. Discussion of Topics Presented. 
Saturday, May 22. 
9am. “Our Dear Children, What Shall be Done 
For Them?” Rev J Kuowles, of Madison. 
9.30am. “The Kelation of Family Government 
to Sunday-Schoois,” Dr. J. W. Oslin, of West 
Point. 
10 a.m. “E’ements of a Good Sunday-School,” 
Hon. J H. James. At'anta. ‘ 
1030 a.m. Select on of next place of meeting. 
lt am. “Jesus the Model for Sunday-School 
Teachers.” Rev. D. B. Himilton, of Rome, 
11.30 a.m. “Singirgin Our Sunday-Schools—How 
Can it Be Made More Appropriate and Devo- 
tional, and What is its Kelative Value as an 
Auxiliary in the Work?” Rev. L. B. Fish, 
Atianta. 
2.30PM “ Duties of Church Members to Sunday- 
Schools,” Major Campbell Wallace. At'anta. 
3 p.m. “ TheSunday-School a National Defense,” 
Hon. M. A. Cand! r. Decatur. 
3.30 P.M. * Our One Text-Book, the Bible,” Rey. 
D E. Butler, Madison. 
4pm. “ How to Br ng Children to Christ,” Hon. 
Roht. Hester, Elberton. ‘ 
4.30 pM. * How to Teach a Bible Lesson,” Rev. 
T.C Boykin. Answer Box 
7pm. ‘Mission Sunday-Schools,” F. M. Rich- 
ardson, Atlanta 
8PM. Disenssion of Topics Presented. 
9p.m. Hand-shaking. 
Sunday, May 23. 
Sunday-school exercises in the morning 
and afternoon, conducted by Rev. T. C. 
Boykin, Superintendent-in-chief, and Rev. 
L. B. Fish in charge of music. The pro- 
gramme of exercises will be announced on 
Saturday. 
pes- The Sunday-schools of Union Point 
and those adjacent are invited to attend 
every day and participate, selecting their 
own songs in advance, and will be allowed 
time to sing during the exercises, 
g@ The railroads in the State will bring 
delegates for half fare—full fare coming and 


return free. 

pay Sunday-schools of all Evangelical 
denominations are invited to send delegates 
in the ratio of oneto every twenty members. 

pas It would be well for the schools to 
notify the Secretary, W. J. Houston, At- 
lanta, of the number of delegates they de- 
sign sending. 

pax Rev. Lovic Pierce, Hon. C. J. Jen- 
kins, Hon. Mark A. Cooper, Hon. Thomas 
Stocks, Hon. A. H. Stephens, and T. Q. 
Cassels are expected to be present. 


Revival Work, 


(We shall welcome correspondence and items 
for this Department from every part of the field, 
which is the world.] 




















For The Sunday-Schoo! Times. 
AN ACCOUNT OF THE EVANGE- 
LISTIC TOUR OF MESSRS. HALL 
AND CREE IN THE SOUTH- 
ERN STATES. 





HE Rev. G. H. Hall, General Secretary of 

the Young Men’s Christian Association, at 
Washington, D. C., in giving an account 
before that Association of his late visit in the 
South, in company with Mr. Thomas K. 
Cree, said : 

We had been absent from home eighty 
days, had during that time attended one 
hundred and four seryices, been in seven 
States, viriting every principal city, and 
traveled 6650 miles. We never missed a 
train or a connection, never been behind 
time, and met every appointment. 





Many precious souls have believed in the 


Lord Jesus in these eleven weeks; some are 
going on their way now rejoicing in Jesus 
here on earth, and some have gone over the 
river to that better land. He felt like 
giving thankegiving for this providential 
care over us, ascribing it to God’s blessing 
in answer to the prayers of this Association 
and those of our brethren throughout this 
land whose hearts went out after us in the 
work. 

Mr. Thomas K. Cree and himself were in- 
vited to attend the State Association Con- 
ventions in Georgia and Alabama, under the 
direction of the Executive Committee of the 
Associations of the United States and British 
America. 

We first went to Augusta, Ga., spending 
fiye days at that place. When we went there 
but five Associations were in that State, pow 
there are sixteen. We held a union service 
here, all the churches being closed. At one 
of these services nearly two-thirds of the 
congregation remained for a second service 
of prayer. There was a great awakening in 
Augusta, and probably two hundred and 
fifty souls have been added to the churches 
in that city. We were followed by Bible 
readings by the Rev. Mr. Needham, which 
greatly augmented the work there. We 
spent five days at Savannah, where the 
meetings were greatly blessed, and the whole 
city seemed under the divine blessing, 
moved by the Holy Spirit. We were at 
Jacksonville, Fla., Pilatka, Macon, Mill- 
edgeville and Columbus, Ga., Charleston, 
Columbia and Spartansburgh, 8. C., Mobile 
and Selma, Ala., holding meetings at these 
points. The services at Mobile were very 
interesting, affording striking incidents of 
God’s great mercy. We spent one day only 
with the brethren at New Orleans, going on 
to Austin, Houston and Galveston, Texas, 
where we had excellent meetings. We held 
a meeting for consecration at Austin. Some 
six hundred people rose to show their con- 
secration to God’s service, among whom 
were fi ty or sixty unconverted souls. 

We visited Nashville and Memphis, where 
we had crowded meetings, and many inter- 
esting incidents were noted. We went 
on to Chattanooga, returning to Mont- 
gomery, Ala., where we spent four days at 
the State Convention. Thirteen Associations 
were represented. A consecration meeting 
was a special feature of the work here, which 
was greatly blessed. Also an open air ser- 
vice in the street in the very centre of the 
city, at which was a large assemblage. At 
Spartansburgh we spent two days in the 
work, as we also did at Columbia, at which 
place we visited the Theological Seminary. 

God was with us, and God blessed us. 
He said that he came back impressed with 
the idea that we want more of the Bible, of 
God’s Word in our services. We often hear 
it asked, Have they any religion South? 
He could say that he had scarcely ever seen 
more earnestness for Jesus than he found 
there. We found an intense sympathy for 
the young men wherever we went, on whom 
the future of the Church and our country so 
much depends. And the “ harvest field” is 
so “ white” everywhere ; so very inviting to 
Christian workers. P. D. Fostrer. 





MESSRS. MOODY AND SANKEY 
IN LONDON. 





Ls cable news concerning the two days’ 
Christian Convention in London are of 
deep interest and create an eager desire to 
know the fuller particulars, which the news- 
paper reports will soon furnish. The fol- 
lowing telegrams have been received : 
Lonpon, Wednesday May 5, 1875.—The 
Christian Convention met to-day in the 
Haymarket Theatre. Mr. Moody, the 
American revivalist, was chosen chairman. 
Canon Battersby, of the See of Carlisle; 
Canon Freemantle, Chaplain to the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury; Lord Cholmon- 
deley ; the Rev. Mr. Aitken, and many hun- 
dreds of other clerical delegates, represent- 
ing the principal towns in the kingdom, were 
present. The Rev. Mr. Kelman, of Edin- 
burgh, in an address stated that the results 








of the work of Messrs, Moody and Sankey 
in that city were truly marvelous. Three 
thousand persons had been converted, and 
the number of drunkards and theatre-goers 
who had been reclaimed was remarkable. 
The Rey. Van Meter, a delegate from Rome, 
gave an interesting account of the progress 
of revivalism there. Addresses were also 
delivered by delegates from other points on 
the continent. 

Lonpon, May 6th.—The Presbyterian 
Synod now setting in this city adjourned 
to-day by unanimous vote to attend the 
Christian Convention, which has been in 


session since yesterday, for the purpose of 
considering the best means of continuing 
God’s work in England. The Convention 
is a great success. It closed to-night. Mr. 
Sankey, Major Cole, of Chicago, and many 
English and Scotch ministers made speeches. 
An interesting discussion was held on the 
value of Sunday-schools. The speakers 
strongly advocated lay agency as a means 
of conversion. 

Mr. George H. Stuart, of Philadelphia, 
has received a cable despatch from Mr. 
Moody's early friend, John V. Farwell, of 
Chicago, who has just reached London, an- 
nouncing that the week-day average atten- 
dance at all the Moody and Sankey meet- 
ings was 27,000, and on Sundays 45,000, 
making over 200,000 weekly brought to- 
gether to hear the American evangelists. 

THE SIXTH WEEK.- 


From the repor: in the London Sunday- 
School Chronicle we quote the following: 
The East End Work. 


Although the aera of operations has been 
changed from the Agricultural Hall to the 
new building at Bow, and from Exeter Hall 
to the Opera Houre in the Haymarket, the 
modus operandi and the success attending it 
remain substantially the same. 

The new building at Bow is a plain but 
roomy structure, built upon the plan of the 
Bingley Hall, at Birmingham, and is capa- 
ble of accommodating rome ten thousand 
people. The ornamental is sacrificed to the 
useful in its arrangements, the floor being 
covered with a thick coating of sawdust, 
which acts very satisfactorily in the pre- 
vention of noise. There are, however, no 
inquiry-rooms, which we fear will act pre- 
judicially to the services in this part of Lon- 
don, as the after meetings must necessarily 
be delayed by the exit of those who do not 
wish to remain to them. 

The Opera House in the Haymarket, 
which has been burnt down on more than 
one occasion, and which has never been 
opened for its special purpose since it was 
last rebuilt, is of larger provortions than 
Exeter Hall, and is said to be capable of 
accommodating with comfort five thousand 
people. A number of the boxes have been 
reserved for the members of aristocratic 
families, and have been fairly patronized by 
them, and the platform, which is of large 
dimensions, affords accommodation for the 
ministers and gentlemen who habitually at- 
tend these meetings, and for the choir of 
about forty voices, which has been organized 
especially for the Opera House services. 

The meetings here, as well as those at the 
Bow Hall, have been largely attended, in 
some cases the utmost limits of either build- 
ing proving too strait fur the occasion. The 
appearance of the Princess of Wales, to- 
gether with the Duchess of Sutherland and 
General Probyn, at one of the Opera House 
services, has not been without its influence 
upon the congregations assembling there. 
Upon the day in question, although nothin 
definite was known, a rumor was circu'at 
to the effect that some members of the Royal 
family were likely to atiend, a rumor which 
was strengthened by the fact that the royal 
box was reserved. Shortly after three 
o’clock the Princess entered the building, 
taking her seat in the rvyal box, and re- 
maining throughout the service. 

Although the regular series of meetings 
as conducted by Mr. Moody at the Agricul- 
tural Hall has terminated, he stifl takes the 
opportunity of addressing meetings in that 
monster building, and in the work generally. 
Both here and at the Bow Hail he is acting 
in conjunction with Rev. William Taylor, 
of California. who preaches at the one hall 
while Mr Moody officiates at the other, 
often effecting an exchange of “ platforms” 
beneficial alike to all concerned. 

The special character of the Sunday meet- 
ings has not been maintained here ; the morn- 
ing meeting is still confined exclusively to 
Christian workers, but the afternoon and 
evening meetings are open to either sex in- 
s'ead of being exclusively for males and 
females as heretofore; this change is the 
result of the small attendance of females on 
the first Sunday afternoon. 

The audiences in this locality do not ap- 
pear so anxious to preserve quietness and 
order as their neighbors in the north of Lon- 
don, but, doubtless, a little more experience 








of these servises will engender a greater re- 
spect for those who conduct them, and a 
greater desire to hear what they have to 
say. 

Several evenings during the week Mr. 
Moody has preached at tue Bow Hall, and 
upon the other evenings has visited the 
scene of his labors in Islington, and we re- 
gret to have to add that the Agricnliural 
Hall services, when not conducted by Mr. 
Mondy, are but very poorly attended. 

Mr. Moody has been strongly urged to 
conduct an evening service at the Opera 
House, but he declines so doing upon the 
ground that he can get a much larger con- * 
gregation elsewhere, and his desire is to 
preach to the largest possible number. 

Cheering accounts continue to flow in 
from all quarters with regard to the results 
of the work which has now been going on 
in different parts of the country since the 
arrival of our American brethren, and 
while teeming thousands continue to attend 
the simple preaching of the simple Word, 
there remains a duty as simple as the Word 
itself, incumbent upon all who desire the 
progress of spiritual things, a duty of praise 
for the successes already vouchsafed, and a 
duty of prayer for the continuance of these 
heavenly benisons. 





OBITUARY. 





| geet egeerenn servants of Christ are rare. Wheu 
God takes them home we miss them. No 
one has just their qualities. No one can fill just 
the place that they filled. It seems to us often as 
ifour work must stop when the mainspring of it 
is snapped by the hand of Death. Rely as firmly 
as we may upon the promises of the Church s 
final triumph, repeat as confidently as we will the 
saying, “God buries his workmen but carries on 
his work,” we yet feel very keenly the removal of 
every sweet and loving spirit from the earthly 
service to the heavenly reward. 

Such is the fee'ing that many of our Sunday- 
school workers have over the recent death of Miss 
ANNIE Morkis, daughter of the Hon. William 
E. Morris, of Philadelphia. She was one of the 
brightest and most radiantly beautiful characters 
they have ever mingled with iu Christian labor. 
Although some weeks have passed since her de- 
cease, her loss seems to be more and more deeply 
feltas the days guon. It is felt by the general cause 
of Sunday-school missions inthis city; by the 
superintendent and teachers of her own beloved 
school; among the children who were the sub- 
jects of her loving care; in the homes of the poor 
that were blest by ber visits as by the visits of an 
angel; in the choice circles of admiring friends 
whom she attracted to herself by the beauty of 
ber character; and above all in the inneregnctu- 
ary of the home of which she was the central 
charm, and into which she poured the treasures 
of a splendidly endowed mind and of a heart, 
changed by grace and wholly consecrated to 
Christ, forever giving itself out in loving deeds 
and words for all. 

Miss Morris was a good writer. The Christian 
periodical literature of the day was euriched by 
her productions. She was an occasional contri- 
butor to these columns. Her acquaintance with 
Christian work and workers, both amoug the 
ministry and the laity, was exceptionally large 
and influential. A rarely gifted woman naturally, 
she added to her native gifts the graces of a fine 
culture, a pure refinement, and the fascinations 
of wonderful conversational powers. All these 
she lay at the feet of Christ, and used for the pro- 
motion of his cause, with an unselfish and un- 
sparing devotion. Her presence was light and 
joy wherever she moved. Her absence is like the 


resting down of a great shadow. But she dwelis 
in the light of God. 





For The Sunday-schoo! Times. 


THE LESSON OF THE GASLIGHTS. 


BY MRS. MARY P. HALE, 


OU are alone in the twilight; per- 
haps so wearied with the various 
duties of the day as not to desire even 
a book for companionship. Some one 
enters and lights the gas. Just in the 
state to pass from reverie to more tangi- 
ble thought, you mentally exclaim: 

“What a change one small moment 
has made in the aspect of this room 
Before, dim and dusky—no object dis- 
tinctly seen; now, all bright and glowing 
and cheerful! What has caused the 
change? The servant? Not solely. 
The parlor match? Not alone. The 
bronze burners, with their softening 
shades? No. Yet all these are needed. 
Not one can be dispensed with.” 

Here is a lesson for me, and for every 
Sunday-school teacher, tract distributor, 
charitable visitor, or worker at home. 
Each one may have a part in this great 
work of lighting up dark places, either 
with comfort for the sorrowing, or relief 
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for the destitute, or rays of happiness for 
the home circle; or, more than all, rays 
of light,from God's own truth to those 
who need it. Each one may be a bearer 
of something, if it be but a tiny spark. 
Blessed work! exult in it; let your 
spirit leap with delizht and alacrity to 
do these things, and with exultant praise 
to him who condescends to use you as one 
of his aids in his great work of extend- 


ing happiness and peace and purity and 
holiness, 


“ But, in this illustration, you have 
forgotten to mention the chief element of 
all—the gas,” said one. 

No, the fact is, it is net easy to con- 
dense the thoughts which crowd upon 
these topics. The attempt may be very 
unsatisfactory, yet such as it is, it shall 
be given. 

Hidden in darkness, pent up in close 
reservoirs and tubes, at length bursts forth 
this mighty agent, which hath power, as 
it were, to transform night into day. 
With a rush it springeth upward, utter- 
ing its shout of joy, and leaps upon the 
waiting torch. Look at the flickering 
flame, before duly checked, its dancing 
motion, its sound, its brightness—all 
seem to mark it a thing of conscious life, 
exulting in its very being. And, yet, 
from whence did it spring? What more 
unlikely to produce brilliancy than the 
hard, dull clod from which is eliminated 
this subtle agent? What patient appli- 
cation and toil of artisan and chemist 
and common laborer were needed before 
this luminous principle could be made 
available in the many ways in which it 
is now used | 

Here, again, is a lesson for the Sunday- 
school teacher, the laborer amid spiritual 
and moral darkness, or the humble 
worker in a home not yet lighted up with 
the warm glow of gospel truth and love. 
Behold that converted one who, not 


willing to be merely saved, gives himself _ 


withqyy reserve to the service of God and 
his fellow-creatures in all things, in 
business, in pleasure, in hours of social 
intercourse, as well as in strictly religious 
or benevolent engagements. So recently 
inert and dull and cold, shut up in him- 
self and shut out from all that is en- 
nobling in human life and interests, 
“Why! I never truly lived before! It 
is a very joy, in itself, just to be!” Ay, 
he has now found a part in the great 
world of human love and sympathies. 
He is a part of its light, a part of its 
joy, a part of its music, a part of its 
planning, aggressive, never-ceasing flow 
of beneficent action. 

Work on, fellow-teacher; God is with 
thee; Christ is preparing thy crown; 
angels are watching thee—would gladly 
take a part in thy work. “ Would!” 
did I say? Do they not? How much 
of aid their gentle whispers have im- 
parted we may not know here. How 
much of hope, of inspiration, of courage 
and cheer amid despondency and difti- 
culty we may never know in this life ; 
but it may be known hereafter. 

Work on, hopefully; may I not say, 
exultingly ; ‘for beyond the twilight of 
this weary life there shineth a bright- 

ness far oposediog conception, and in its 
glorious light you may behold one and 
another, whose earthly path you have 
made glad, or rendered less rough; or, 
more than all, have been the means of 
irradiating with the light of salvation 
through Christ. And, glorious thought! 
the light of this joy shall never cease to 
gleam all along your walks in yonder 
heavenly country. May it not be, partly, 
in reference to this that the expression 
is used, “ Light is sown for the righteous 
and gladness for the upright in heart” ? 
The seeds which you have scattered in 
hall or hovel, by the wayside and fire- 
side, at all times and places may never 
show to you their precious fruitage on 
earth; but the rich harvest of gladness 
is in God’s keeping, and you shall re- 
joice before him and your Saviour with 
exceeding joy forever and ever. 
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A DICTIONARY OF RELIGIOUS 
KNOWLEDGE. For Popular and Profes- 
sional Use. Comprising full Information on 
Biblical, Theological and Ecclesiastical Sub- 
jects. With Several Hundred Maps and II- 
lustrations. Edited by the Rev. Lyman 
Abbott, with the co-operation of the Rev. 
T. J. Conant, D.D. Royal octavo, contain- 
ing over 1000 pages. New York: Harper & 
Brothers. The publishers’ circular gives 
such a clear statement of the scope and 
purpose of this work that we adopt it as our 
own, ‘It embraces every proper name and 
every important subject in the Bible; every 
modern denomination and every important 
historical sect; every important ecclesias- 
tical term. It is written in the interest of 
no sect or party. The denominational ar- 
ticles have been revised by leading men in 
the respective denominations. It is evan- 
gelical in spi.it; it gives an impartial ac- 
count of the latest phases of modern 
thought, both Christian and skeptical. To 
insure accuracy, the proofs have been care- 
fully read and re-read, every Scripture re- 
ference carefully examined in proof; the 
co-operation of De. Conant guarantees the 
trustworthiness of its Biblical scholarship. 
It has been prepared especially for popular 
use; all Greek and Hebrew words have 
been rendered, when referred to, into English 
equivalents; all Scripture references have 
been inserted in notes, avoiding thus the 
breaking up of the articles; there are full 
illustrations and many maps. And as to 
fulness, there are added in an appendix tables 
of Biblical Chronology, Tables of Weights 
and Measures, Harmony of Gospels, Chro- 
nology of Prophets, Table of Prophecies, etc., 
etc.”” The value of a work like this can at 
once be conjectured. To all whose means 
will not admit of the purchase of a whole 
cyclopeedia of religious history, covering se- 
veral volumes, this dictionary is eminently 
the thing. And even those whose well filled 
shelves groan with cyclopmdic volumes, 
beginning with A-C, and ending with W-Z, 
the ease and convenience of reference of 
this dictionary strongly commend it. It has, 
too, features that are to be found in no 
other single work beside. It is sold 
only by subscription. Duffield Ashmead, 711 
Sansom St., is the Philadelphia agent. 


COMMENTARY ON THE OLD TESTA- 
MENT. Vol. 1V. Kings to Esther. By 
Rev. M.S. Terry, A.M. New York: Nelson 
& Phillips, This volume is the fourth of a 
projected Commentary on the Old Testa- 
ment, of which D. D. Whedon, D D., is the 
general editor. Volume III—Joshua to 
Samuel—prepared by Steele and Terry, is 
the only other yet issued. The present vo- 
lume covers seven canonical books, viz: 
first and second Kings, first and second 
Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther. 
All but the two Chronicles have the full 
Scripture text. These notes cover a portion 
of Scripture on which there are few acces- 
sible helps, and the ordinary reader who 
has ocassion to refer to this volume will 
find generally the object of his search. 
There is an unusual fulness of detail on the 
little things which we all desire to know 
but which are seldom found in similar 
works ; suchas length, breadth, height, dis- 
tance, boundaries, descriptive views of 
lands, lakes, rivers, mountains, deserts, 
valleys and plains. The ordinary Bible 
reader will greatly prize this volume for 
these important matters. Its simplicity 
and clearness make it available for popular 
use, and yet the exegetical and doctrinal 
parts will make it equally acceptable to the 
scholar and minister. Mr. Terry bas put 
his pen to a noble use. He is a young man, 
but has already shown himself to be a tho- 


| rough studentand a biblical scholar of high 


attainments. 


THE ADVENTURES OF CHEVALIER 
DE LA SALLE and his Companions, in 
their Explorations of the Prairies, Forests, 
Lakes and Rivers of the New World, and 
their Interviews with the Savage Tribes, Two 
Hundred Years ago. By John S.C. Abbott. 
Illustrated. New York: Dodd & Mead. 
Not one of this Abbott's series of ‘‘ Ameri- 
can Pioneers and Patriots’ will compare 
with the present yolume in original and ro- 





mantic interest. Any thorough knowledge 
of American history must include an ac- 
quaintance with the earlier pioneer work in 
the West and Southwest. Too often the 
beginner rests with the histories of the 
Plymouth and Jamestown colonies, giving 
the merest passing glance at the settle- 
ments in the Ohio and Mississippi Valleys. 
Our school histories are surprisingly meagre 
in the details of this pioneer era—very 
likely because the details were not readily 
at the hand of the authors, and not obtain- 
able without more research than they could 
be at the pains to bestow. Mr. Abbott 
has examined the original journals and 
given, as we may well believe, ‘‘a more 
vivid description of the condition of this 
continent and the character of its inhabi- 
tants two hundred years ago than can be 
found anywhere else.’’ Chevalier Robert 
De LaSalle was a remarkable character. 
The author places him as “ next to Colum- 
bus the most illustrious of the pioneers of 
the New World,” and he believes that ‘‘in 
the past history of our country but few 
names are entitled to stand so high on its 
roll of fame.” 


CHRISTIAN ETHICS; or, the True 
Moral Manhood and Life of Duty. A Text 
Book for Schools and Colleges. By D. 8S. 
Gregory, D. D., Professor of Moral Science, 
Logic and Metaphysics, in the University of 
Wooster, Ohio. Philadelphia: Eldredge & 
Brother. The latest and greatest authori- 
ties have been freely quoted and canvassed 
in this work. The style is clear, compact, 
expressive. The arrangement is systematic 
and philosophical—the type itself materi- 
ally aiding the author's logical and analy- 
tical purpose. The standpoint from which 
the author proceeds is eminently Christian 
in the evangelical sense, and liberal and 
broad in the comparative sense, such as 
most schools of Christian belief may accept 
and adopt without reservation. While the 
eminent authorities in this most important 
of sciences are appealed to with due defer- 
ence, the author is an original thinker, and 
propounds his views with such didactic de- 
finiteness as befits a work of this kind. The 
whole round of theoretical and practical 
ethics is traversed, and general duties with 
specific applications are pointed out with 
clearness and force. It is a very thorough 
hand-book of the subject, and will find its 
place in many schools and colleges, for 
whose service it has been specially prepared 
by one whose experience as an educator 
has taught the need which it has itself 
herein supplied. The work will be scarcely 
less valuable for private reading, study and 
reference. 

THE PEOPLE'S COMMON SENSE ME- 
DICAL ADVISER, in Plain English; or, 
Medicine simplified. By R. V. Pierce, M. D. 
Buffalo, N. Y.: Published by the author. 
While we think that there is no safe and 
sensible medical adviser like one’s own phy- 
sician, and have a settled and wholesome 
repugnance against the whole race of em- 
pirics who are only too apt to rush into 
print with their ‘‘advice,’’ we yet feel that 
exceptions must be admitted. This book 
seems to be an ‘“‘exception.’’ At any rate, 
it comes with a great array of interesting 
facts and agreat amount of information, ana- 
tomical, physiological, pathological, hygi- 
enic and what not, and is entitled to a hear- 
ing. At the same time it is the author's 
“card’’ of his own specifics, and will for 
that reason be discarded by many who go 
for scientific authorities to purely scientitic 
treatises. 


BRIC-A-BRAC SERIES. A new volume 
is out,—‘tThe Personal Reminiscences of 
Cornelia Knight and Thomas Raikes’’—with 
portraits of Princess Charlotte, Thomas 
Raikes, Beau Brummell and Talleyrand. 
Edited by Richard Henry Stoddard. Pub- 
lished by Messrs. Scribner, Armstrong & Co., 
New York. This is one of the most enter- 
taining of this series of charming books. 
In no more seductive way can the lovers of 
reminiscence be put into close personal con- 
tact with the celebrities of a generation gone 
than by such vivid, piquant sketches as are 
collected in these works. One feels that he 


is living and acting in the times and circles 
into which the author introduces him. 
People of culture, who are interested in the 
history of the social life of the past, find 
great pleasure in these Bric-a Bracs, 


‘rightly named ‘ Classics,’ 





“THE GOSPEL SINGER.” By Philip 
Phillips. Philadelphia: Lee & Walker. This 
is a beautiful book mechanically considered 
(and that is an important consideration in 
these days), and contains some choice gems 
of song for Sunday-school use. As a Sun- 
day-school music writer, Mr. Phillips is too 
well known to need any recommendation 
from us. Mr. Vail has written for this work 
some of his best pieces, which is saying that 
they are truly good. We have had the 
book tested before a large school of chil- 
dren, and their verdict is in its favor. It 
must have a large sale. 

LITTLE CLASSICS. 
Johnson. Childhood. Boston: James R. 
Osgood &€Co. The tenth in a series of dainty 
little volumes in limp cover and red edges, 
made up of elegant extracts from English 
literature. This on ‘‘ Childhood” contains 
nine or ten exquisite children’s tales— 
for their stan- 
Among them are 


Edited by Rossiter 


dard literary excellence. 


Dickens’s ‘* Child's Dream of a Star,” Eliza- 
beth Stuart Phelps’s ‘‘ Lady of Shalott,’’ 
Ruskin’s ‘King of the Golden River," 


Kingsley’s 
Rame’s 


** Lost Child,” Louisa De la 
‘* Dog of Flanders,”’ etc. 


Philadelphia and its Environs has reached 
a third edition, revised and enlarged, and 
now presents one of the most splendidly il- 
lustrated panoramas of the city and its sur- 
roundings that the wood engraver's art can 
produce. In the limits of a little more than 
oue hundred pages we have at least a hun- 
dred and fifty beautiful wood-cuts, many of 
them full-page, all of them of the finest 
character, representing the public institu- 
tions, prominent business houses, manu- 
factories, churches, suburban scenery, Park 
views, etc, etc. It is a complete pictorial 
guide, the most beautiful of any of its class 
we have ever seen. Its map and letter-press 
descriptions make it a very complete band- 
book for strangers and visitors. J. B. Lip- 
pincott & Co. are the publishers. 


A Topographical Outline Map of Palestine 
has been compiled by O. B. Leonard, of 
Plainfield, N. J., and is published by the 
enterprising Sabbath-School Normal Class 
of that city. It has been carefully con- 
structed from recent surveys of The Pales- 
tine Exploration Societies,and from Tristam, 
Palmer and Robinson. It is designed for ad- 
vanced students, and is well calculated to 
show by a careful glance the approximate 
contour of the Holy Land. I:s value for 
Bible-classes is evident on sight. Price, 
on chart paper, 20 cents, on best paper, 25 
cents. 

The Bellefonte Tracts on the Shorter Cate- 
chism are being issued with welcome 
promptness. A new instalment of balf-a- 
dozen has reached our table. These are by 
such writers as Dr. John Hall, Lyman Ab- 
bott, Doctors Hatfield, Dickson, Eells and 
Nixon. Each question and answer in the 
Catechism is the subject of a separate tract, 
by some of the ablest divines in the Pres- 
byterian Church. When completed the 
series will make a most valuable volume. 
Price, ten cents for thirty copies. Address, 
Rev. W. T. Wylie, Bellefonte, Pa. 


School Festival Songs is a bright collection 
of favorite English and German trios and 
choruses for male or female voices, with 
piano accompaniment, and suitable for ex- 
hibitions, concerts and parlor entertain- 
ments. Most of the pieces are by Abt. 
Published by J. Fischer & Bro., Dayton, 
Ohio. 
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¢ Spocial Notices. 


E. & ‘KUNKEL’ 
BITTER WINE OF IRON. 


Gives tone to the stémach, improves the appetite 
and assists digestion; excites the bowels to healthy 
action, expe!ling all the foul humors that contami- 
nate the blood, corrupt the secretions and offend the 
breath. It excites the liver to a healthy action and 
strengthens the nerves, imparting that glow to life 
that proceeds alone from perfect health. 


Thousands in all w alks of life testify to the virtues 
of this excellent medicine in correcting the derange 
ment of the digestive organs. Get the genuine. Sold 
onayin $t bothies: Ask for E. F. mui NKELS BITTER 
WINE OF IRON, and take no other. Sold by druggists. 
259 Tape Worm Removed Alive. 259 

Head and all complete,in two hours. No fee till 
head passes. Seat, Pin and Stomach Worms re- 
moved by Dr. KUNKEL, 259 North Ninth St., Phila 
defphia, Pa. Send tor circular. For removing all 


ordinary worms, call on your druggist and get a bottle 
of KUNKEL’s WoRMSyYRvuP. Price, $1. 20-4 


‘Advertising Department, 


AMERICAN 
INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 
Southeast Corner of Fourth and Walnut Streets 


Established 1850. 
Assets, January 1, 1875, $4,793,444.53. 
TRUSTEES. 
Philip B. Mingle, 
Hon. Alex. G. Cattell 
Isaac Hazlehurst, 
James L. Claghorn, 





LIFE 


George W. Hill, 
Alexander Whilldin, 
George Nugent, 
Hon. James Pollock, 
W. J. Howard, Henry K. Bennett, 
Albert C, Roberts. L. M. Whilldin, 
John Wanamaker. 

Baz Charter Perpetual “@& 

GEORGE W. HILL, President, 

JOHN * WILSON, Secretary. 

JOHN C. SIMS, Actuary. 











THE PENNSYLVANIA 1875. 


Fire Insurance Company, 


Philadelphia. 
Ancorporated 1825. 
Capital, $400,000.00, Assets, $1.572,139.92. 


JOHN DEVEREUX, Presideni 
WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 17-7-52 


REM OVAL. 
MARTER & CC., 


4&6NORTH EIGHTH ST., 
Soon to Remove from these Premises, have se 
cured the Store 


No, 14 N. EIGHTH STREET, 


825. 








CHURCH ORGANS 


At lowest price consistent with the quality given 
and guaranteed. Send Stamp for Catalogues, — 


BE. & @. @. ROOK & HASTINGS, Boston, 


Builders of nearly 300 organs, including the 
Six largest and most complete in the couutry. 
Established 1827. 17-326e0W 








va aa- For First-class PIANOS, 


sont on trial. Circulars free. 

U. 8. PIANO CO., 810 Broadway, 
N. Y. Please state where you 
saw this notice. [ap18-52t 








a0 ‘BR. LAMB. 59. CARMINE ST. N.Y 
BPulpits CHAIRS COMMUNION Tables 
is iy Exclusively ‘for CHURCH PURPOSES. 


v1 ay Silk S. $. Banners in colors & gold, $5. 
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Catalogues, 350 Tllus., post-free, 15 cts, 


17- 16-52 


ROBERT PATON & SON, 


Manufacturer of 


GhurGh and School Faraitre 








New With 
Style of Adjustable 
Superinten- Top. 
dent’s A Great 
Desk. Favorite. 


SETTEES, BLACK BOARDS, & 
No 26 Grove Street, New York. 

N. B.—Our Patent Reversible Settees are ac- 
knowledged favorites. Bleecker Street and 8th 
Avenue cars pass within one block of the door. 

#*@- Send stamp for Catalogue. (17-14-2620w 











BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY 
Established in 1837. 
Superior Bells of cn ota and Tin 
mounted with the best ory — 
ings, for Churches. 

‘actories, Court 
Tower Clocks, 









arrante 

llustrated Catalogue sent Free. 
VANDUZEN & TIFT, 

102 and 104 East Second 8t.,Cincinnat 





MENEELY & KIMBERLY, 


BELL FOUNDERS, 
Troy, New York, 


Canetti a Suporier uali 
nd CHAP! ELLS a Specialty. 
aa Illustrated ees sent free, 17-1-52 


of BELLS. CHURCH 
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BE SURE AND CALL 
AT THE 


GREAT BOSTON 99 CENT STORE, 
227 North Eighth Street. 
Their list prey gos = anything ever before offered 
in the city, aud includes s jarge variety of useful 


and ornamental goods. 227 North EIGHTH S&t., 
between Race and Vine. 17-8-18 
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OR FITS Cured by the aseof Ross’ Epileptic 

Remedies. Tartat Packacs rare. For cir- 

culars, evidenee of success, etc., addres* 
3, No. 257 Main Street, Richmond Ind, 


17-4-l3e0w 





—Dr. Demock’s Self- 





DE APN LSS, 

mnnug Aurictes are flesh-color. 
They can be worn atany time witnout 
inconvenience,andaresupe riortoany 
trumpet now inuse, Dese riptive cir- 
cular, containing fteference, etc., sent 
free. Address, Drs. Demock & ¥ ETH- 
ERILL, 63 Niagara St., Buffalo. N. Y. 

15—4eow 





UNKLE’S MAGIC HAIR RESTORER 

contains no su)phur, lead, silver, dirt, or 
grease; does not crisp the hair or poison the 
brain; restores gray, mixed, red, light or faded 
hair to a beautiful soft, glossy brown or black, in 
from one to three applications. Each bottie war- 
ranted or money refunded, Sent to any address 
on receipt of price, $1 per bottle. Applied free of 
charge at the Depot and Office, 916 VINE STREET. 
Try it. M@> Slate where you saw this card. 17-8-52 








BiEILIE SEE Riese nad zion 
SUPERFLUOUS HAIR “Ss*ccpnam, Pua 
16 13 








A Beautiful Set of Gum Teeth $15, war- 

reuted equal to any made; solid gold fill- 

ings, $8; silver fillings, $1. New York Dental Rooms, 

Established 1851. Dr. MzapgR,|262 6th Avenue. 
17-7-22xl5e0w 


DR. = AYLOR’ Ss. 


- | EB lehate Tooth Paste 


Cleans and beautifies the Teeth without wtted 
to the enamel. WARRANTED 


General Depot: 2003 Walnut Street, 





Philada., Pa. 
Aw SOLD BY ALL DRUGGISTS.-@a [17-13-52 








WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON. 
Furnishing Undertakers, 
No. 1216 RACE STREET, 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Hearse, Carriages, &c., furnished at the Shortest 
Notice. Personal atiendance at any hour during 
the night or day. Ww. Caras OSS ae 

7. 





THE “PARAGON” 
SKIRT SUPPORTER 


Secures health and comfort, is 
easily adjusted to iadies or misses, 





te CoPP & co. 
Successors to MRS. GEO, COPP, 
General vite atl Undertakers, 
35 VINE STREET.— 17-11-52 














EA AGENTS WANTED EVERY WHERE —The 
choicest in the world-I[mporters’ prices-la"gest 
Company in America—staple article—pleases 
everybody—trade increasing—best ind cements 
—don’t waste time—send tor cireulst to Rop’r 
Wass, 43 Vesey St., N.Y. P. O. Lox 1287. 
18- 
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John Gibson—Piain, Decorative & Fresco Painting. 

Glass Stainers, Modern and 
J. & tt, H. GIBSO ; Antique Church Glass, &c. 
123 & 125 South Eleventh St., Phila, [17-13-52 





To Agents in addition | to 
} rocpest cash commission, 
ILLUSTRATED 
EEKLY with /ashion 
plates and supplements. 
pecimen and circulars free 


»» 726 Sansom St., Phila. 
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1,800 “AGENTS, Teachers. Students men “and 
women, wanted to sell CENTENNIAL GAZET- 


ve ee OF TME WU. S. Shows grand results of 
100 Years’ Progress. A whole Library. Boston 
Globe.—Not a luxury, but a mecessity. Jnéer- 


ocean.— Best Selling Book Publis hed. Good 


Pay. 
Want Gen. A 


in every city of 10,000, Address, 





.C. McCURDY 6O., Philade!phia, Pa. 16-7eow. 
WANTEI 5000 NEW AGENTS. ‘The Peo- 
| pth Dollar Paper, “ ‘THs ConTRIBU- 


TOR,” enlarged to 64 columns, religious and secular. 
Takes everywhere. ied magnificent premiums. 
Sample, terms, etc., 
9 4] TAMES H. EARLE, Boston, Mass. 





MORNING HOURS IN PATMOS. 


A valuable devotional work by Rev. A. C. 
THOMPSON, of Boston. $1.15. 


FLOY LINDSLEY AND HER FRIENDS. 
By the popular authorof “Summer in the Forest,’ 
a grand book for young people. $1.25, 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, New York. 
Philadelphia : 1408 Chestnut Street. H.N.THIssEL1. 
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PES 


By simply ae the keys, beautiful type letters are formed. 
Operated without instrection. Aiways in order. 


No inking or 
Where they will, from this time, have an assortment of 


CASHMERE SACQUES, 
BASQUE? AND OVERSKIRTS, | 
SUITs. SU ETS hy | 


It can be worn with or without any 

Corset. Tryit and you will never 

regretit. Price, 50 Cents. 
Lady Agents Wanted. 


coiling. 50 to 100 words per minute. 1to 20 copies at once. One 
hundred now in use by the United States Government. Price 
$125.60, delivered C. 0. D. Afterwards commission allowed on 
orders. We will copy sermons, legal papers, &c., S&c., for 6 cts. 


JAMES McKNIGHT, 








2010 Fairmoant Av. 








SKIRTS, SKIR 
CHEMISES, C HEMISES, 
NIGHT DRESSEs, 
NIGHT DRESSES. 
INFANTS’ CLO\KS, 
INFANTS’ ROBEs, 
Ladies, you are invited to call at our new store 


No. 14 NORTH EIGHTH sT. 


GREAT BARGAINS IN LADIES’ 





SAC QU ES, 


MARTER & CO., 

No. 20 SOUTH EIGHTH ST., 
ARE OFFERING GREAT BARGAINS IN 

LADIES’ CASHMERE AND DRAP ETE. 

$16 SACQU ES FOR $8. 

$20 SACQU ES FOR $10 

$25 SACQUES FOR $12 50. 

$50 SAC QUES FOR $15 

$35 SACQUES FOR $17 50. 

$40 SACQUES FOR $20. 

$45 SAC QUES FOR $22 50. 

$0 SACQUES FOR $25. 


Manufactured solely by 
Cc. A. BALDWIN & CO., 
Corset Manuft’rs, New Haven, Ct. 





UND AY sc ‘HOOL AND CHU RCH EXCUR- 
KS SION COMMITTEFS can now engage the 
Steamers “ Ariel’ and “Jersey Blue” to the differ- 
ent Excursion Grounds on the Delaware River, 
for from $50 to $200 on application to 

. B. TAGGART, 1014 N. Wharves. 
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Mrs. W. "i Helweg. 1 Established 1854. CP. Kessel. 
HELWEG & CO., 


FINE BOOTS and SHOES, 


‘TT & 
No. 614 ARCH ST., PHILA. 
Gents’ and Boys’ Boots, Shoes and Gaiters always on 
hand and made to order. Kepairing promptly 
attended to, Ag-Orders from abroad always 
receive special attention. 17-8-13e0w 











SUNDAY- SCHOOL WORKERS, 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL CHILDREN, 


THE READERS OF THE TIMES | 


Should Patronize the Popular 


Dining and Ice Cream Rooms 
OF G. BYRON MORSE, 


912 ARCH STREET, PHILA, "17-6-52 








Beautiful French Oil Chromos,size 9x11, 
mounted ready for framing, sent post 
paid for ONE DOLLAR. Grandest chance 
ever offered to Agents. For particulars 
send st-mp. Address, F. P.GLUCK, New Bed- 
ford, Mass: 17-18-52p 


$1 


logue. 









PRINTI NG PRESS—Just Out. Prints 


a form 5 by7\4 inches. Send stamp for Cata- 
W. C. EV ANS 50 N, 9th St., Phila. 





i Emblems, Sentences 
and Texts. 

Silk Banners $5 Each. 
Banaers for Interior De. 
coration 83 each. 
Stenciling dene te order. 
45> Send for Circular “@a 
TT. J. POTTER, 
Room 32 Bible House, 
7-14-48-4} Rew York, 





{10-13 | 








A. J. WEIDENER, 
| LAMPS, CHANDELIERS 


TABLE GLASSWARE, 
os. 38 South Second and 29 Strawberry Sts. 


43~ Dlustrated Catalogue Free. “a 
17-6-7eow—36—6eow 











PHILAD’A. 


| Farashog Cnet 


on J. BAIR quesesser to 
H. D. STUARD, Undertaker, N. E 
cor. 19th and Filbert Sis, Phila je6-52t 











MONUMENTAL MARBLE WORKS. 


| NEW DESIGNS AT MODE- 
RATE PRICES. 

J. WATERHOUSE 
1821 ARCH Street, 
| CONTEACTS MADE FOR VAULTS 
AND BAILINGS. 


MARBLE WORK 
general. 


ip 
my380-52t 






——— 








C PENN ROUTING C WES D 


To the first | rater ped in each town, we 
will ship 16000 t of our heavy felt Reoting, 
with everything necessary to put it on for thirty 
dollars. SEND FOR SAMPLES AND CIRCULARS, 


PENN ROOFING COMPANY, 





107 South Second Street, Phila. (i. 18t 
ELLWOOD © ‘ARPET Cc ANING 
AND SCOURING COMPANY. 


Taken up, Shaken and Relaid. 
V CARPETS Cleaned upon the Floor. 
Office, 506 West Twenty-first St. 
West of 10th Avenue, 


JOSEPH WELLWOOD, Prop’r. N. Y. 


[17-10-52 


WM. FEWSMITH'S SCHOOL. 


Rooms Central and Commodious. 
Instruction Thorough and Systematic. 
Pupils fitted for College or for Business, 
17-6-52 1008 Chestnut St., Philad’a, 


Treatment of Stammering and all other Defects 


of Speech at 


1224 Chestnut St. by M. F. EATON, 


Professor in National School of Elocution and 
Oratory, 1418 Chetnut Streets, Phila. 17-10-52t. 











per 100 words. Send copy by mail 
N.B. This advertisement will uot appear again. 
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SWEET HOME OF REST. ” 
BY J. W. SLANGHENHAUPT. 


A very desirable piece of music for concert exer- 
cises and musical entertainments. A song of 
heaven, that will touch the heart and elevate the 
thoughts to the better home in store for the right- 
eous. Price by mail: Single copies, 10 cents. 
Per dozen, 60 cents. Per 100 copies, $4.00, 
Address, J. W. SLANGHENUAUPT, 
19-2] Taneytown, Mad. 


BUSINESS CARD 


From the Publisher, 


To Supt’s & Teachers: 
who are engaged in 





Life Insurance, 
Fire Insurance, 
Sewing Machines, 
Book Publishing, 
Merchandising, 
Manufacturing, 
or any and every other calling to which public 
attention needs to be directed : 

Do you, in arranging your advertising, realize 
the fact that The Sunday-School Times is the only 
weekly paper that reaches, with its large circu- 
lation, many of the very patrons whom most of 
all you wish to know, and that in serving your- 
selves by using our columns as the medium, you 
will also aid in sustaining your own valued 
paper, The Times? 

No Advertisement will be inserted in 
“THE TIMES” 
that does not explain its whole meaning on its 
face, and that is not guaranteed by a 
responsible name. 
Copy for Advertisements must be on hand 
by Saturday of each week. 
Respectfully, 
JOHN WANAMAKER. 
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THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 





My 15, 1875- 








Advertising Department. 


MAGIC LANTERNS 
M’Allister’s Patent Artopticon, 


The mo-t nowerful Magic Lantern ever made; 
with a brilliant O:1l Lamp; for Home Sundav- 
schoo) and Lectuies, Stereoptic: ns, ete. Slides 
at reduced prices A profitsb'e business for a man 
with smull carital. Send stamp for Catalogue. 

WILLIAM Y. M’ALLISTER, 


1314 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 











A. PULPIT WANTED, 


For a middle aged Presbyterian Minister; a good 
preacher; successful Puxstor ; Sabbuth-schvol man : 
an indefatigable worker.—seconded by a noble, 
grown family—all musicians. Salary no object. 
Country or town; independent Church, Full 
particulars on application to RALPH WELLS, 
116 E. 16th Street, New York City. 


International Series of 
BIBLE LESSONS 


POR THE NEXT SIX MONTHS WILL BE 


FOUND IN THE 


GOSPEL by ST in. 


We have now ready a cheap Sunday-School 
Edition of the second volume of 


WHEDON'S COMMENTARY 


ON THE 


NEW TESTAMENT, 


Which includes the Gospels by LUKE and 
JOHN, in cloth. This is one of the best and 
j wees ext commentaries in the market It is 


ally adapted for popular use, and contains 
" eran exp anation of the Lessous. | 


PRICE, $1.75 BY MAIL, PREPAID. 











—0: 
CRITICAL NOLICES, 

There is a clearness and compactness of ex- 
pression which often reminds us of Bengel’s 
Gnomon, The condensation and sharpness of 
statement sometimes brings out the thought on 
you with a kind of surprise. A single short sen- 
tence frequently opens up to us the very heart of 
& passage. The collation of texts is apposite and 
suggestive, while the illustrations by maps and 
plates are all that could be desired.— Zvangelical 
Lutheran Quarterly Review. 

It is written in a clear, terse, and forcible style. 
There is very little waste of words. The exposi- 
tions are concise, to the point, evangelical, and 
edifying. It bids fair to be a very valuable work. 
Princeton (Presbyterian) Review, 

Send your orders t« the undersigned, 


or any of our Dep siteries, 
Kast or West. 


NELSON & PHILLIPS, 


805 Broadway, New York. 


HITCHCOCK & WALDEN, 


Cinct“ nati, 














THE SONG BOOK 


—FOR— 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


Gospel Songs 


—BY P. P. BLISS. — 


Tried and Found Not Wanting. 


\Not an ordinary Song Book, but the 
Earnest Words of Earnest Workers 
animated by music that will live. 
Pure, Simple and Powerful. 


THE 


BEST 
BOOK 
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THE FIELD. GOSPEL SONGS” 
Foe ws the Songs sung by Ira D 
GOSPEL, |Chosen over all others for the State 
Meetings of New York, lowa, Illi- 
nois, Wisconsin, and others. 
\Priee 35 cts.; $3.60 per Doz. 
Single come $0") =" on receipt 


Sankey In the great revivals in 
SONGS JOHN CHURCH & €0., 


England and Scotland. 
CINCINNATI, O. 





a 
Gospel Singer. 
on BY “YO 
PHILIP PHILLIPS. 
The Singing Bot for all Sabbath Schools. 
UST ISSUED. 
Sample copy, by mail, 36 cts, 


922 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 


$30 per 100 na. 


lee & Walker, 











UNSURPASSED (for Excellence). 


Map of Palestine (Osborn & Coleman’s), cs %, #15. 
Map of Jerusalem 5x8, x 
Aunivereary Exercises, 100 varieties. 
Aids to Study of 8 8. Lessons, 1875. 
ALL Supp.ties for Schoo's, from least want to the 
reated, on most favorable terms. 
Send for Catalogues and a'l o1 wo 


GARRIGUES BROTHERS, oa. oo 











Gen. SHERMAN’S CAMPAIGNS 


Nearly ready for Publication. 


Memoirs 
CEN, WILLIAM T. SHERMAN, 


Written by Himeelf. 








2 vols. 


Small Octavo, about 400 pages euch. 
Price, in blue cloth, $5.50. 


4%- Agents will find the above a Fa8sT SELLING 
Book everywhere. Address the publishers, 


D. APPLETON & CO., 


5419 & 551 Broadway, New ours 














If you wish to add good Books to your Library 
(and certainly no others should ever find a place) 
— to one who knows just what and to 
sen 

If inconvenient to call, send old catalogue to 
peeves duplicating, and, ‘if our selection should 

il to pee, will exchange. bl 

Our s comprises eve posal e 
— as Commentaries, Maps, Singing Books, 
, &c,, that you may need. Liberal discounts 
allowed, with immediate attention to all orders in 


or out of the city. Theological and other Books 
in great variety. 

U. D. WARD, 
10-18 


150 Nassau St. (up-stairs), N. ¥. 


VOICE OF GOD 


By Rev. ALFRED NEVIN, D.D. 


A new and vainable Book of ab«orb- 
ing intere+t. Itisa Complete Compen- 
dium of Sacred History, Biography 
and Chronovlogy. It contains all the 
Mistoric and Legendary Lore of the 
Rible, Biographical Accounts of ite 
Patriarchs. Prophets, Priests, Kings 
and Heroes. A'tso the occurrences of 
Four Hundred Yerrs trom the last of 
the Prophets to the birth of Christ (not 
found in any other «ingle volume). A 
royal octavo of 800 pages, embellixhed 
with numerous handsome eugravings. 

Liberal terms to Agents. 


Millers’ Bible and Publishing House, 


13-13 1102 & 1104 Sansom 1... Phila. 


JUST PUBLISHED. 


National Hymn & Tune 
Book. 


Now ready. Adapted for Opening and Closing 
Exercises in Schools and Semiusries. for Congre- 
gational, Socia) and Home Singing, 128 pages, 200 
choice tunes, 349 hymus. Price but 40 cents, 
$35.00 per hundrcd. 














Clarke’s Orgren Voluntaries, 
Baiisce’s Organ Voluntaries, 


CLARKFE’S 


REED ORGAN COMPANION. 


A valuable, useful aud brithant collection of 
Exercises, Airs Songs and Pieces for Reed 


$1.50. 
2.50. 


Organs, Fri Price $2.0u. 
STRAUSS —_ Music. VI VIOLIN & PIANO, $1.00 
WINNER’S PARTY ANCES, 75 
WINNER’S VIOLIN mAND FLUTE DUETS, 1.00 


CLARKE’S 


DOLLAR INSTRUCTORS. 


For Reed Organs. For Piano. For Violin. Useful, 
Cheap, lustructive Books with Exercises 
and numerous attractive Airs for 
practi:e 
MB Sold by all the principal music-dealers. 
post-paid, for retail pre. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., 


Boston, 


Sent 


CHAS. 8. DITSON & CO., 
711 Br’dway, N.Y. 














UST PUBLISHED “THE BIBLE Epvucator,” 

complete in 4 vols., at $3 each; or, in parts, at 

£0 ce nts. Indispensable to every one engaged in 

Sunday-school work. 4@-Dr. Willits, of W. Arch 

St. Presbyterian Church, sa “The many able 

pens that have contribu wo it, and the broad 

and catholic spirit in which the whole work is 

conceived, ought to secure for it a welcom® in 
thousands of homes of Christendom. Address 
CASSELL, PETTER & GALPIN, New York, 

shee Agency, 
1228 Chestnut St., Phila. {10-18 








IT WILL BE TO YOUR ADVANTAGE 


If you wish any 


Sunday-School Library Books, Rewards 
or Requisites, 
to write for a Catalogue to 
PERKINPINE & HIGGINS, 
830 Arch Street, Philadelphia 


“Brightest and Best” 


NOW READY! 


——"0: 


17-7-26 











a—~ Advance Orders for over 


75,000 Copies 


pay 


BRIGHTEST & BEST”’ 


Have been received up to April 19th. We feel 
assured that “ BRIGHTEST AND BEST” 
Will prove the moat popular of all our 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL SONG BOOKS. 


Our facilities will enable us to issue 5 000 copies 
every working day. Orders are being filled in 
turn, and all can rely on receiving their, books at 
the earliest possible moment, 


One copy in paper cover sent for examination 
on receipt of 26 cents. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, Publishers, 


76 East Ninth Street, New York, 
18tf) OL Washington Street, Chicago. 
pent nt nd 





A GREAT OFFER} 8258s ".Si4rrea:: 


¥. Rew ore. we ¥ 100 Pianes 
x Organ: cftret- class ab one pend gel 4. er.’ 
atextr om: ly Lew Petces for Cash, during 
this Weeth, or part cash, end balance in small 
monthly payments. The same to let. 


WATERWN’ New Scale Pianos, 


are the best made. The touch elastic, anda 
fine singing tone, powerful, pure and even, 
WATERS’ Concerto ORGANS 


cannot be exvelled in towne or bean y; Mry 
defy comp-tition; The Concerto Stop 
is a fine imivation ef the Haman Voie e, 
Agents Wanted. A iiberal discount to Teach- 
ers, Ministers Churches, Schoois. Lo’ etc. 
Sneci»l indneere: te te the trade. Tinustrted 
Catalogues Mailed. 24 





 GEr THE BEST! 


“JOYFUL SONGS? 


BY JAMES R. MURRAY, 


Author of “ Pure Dismonds,” 


Is the largest, best, and most popular Sunday- 
school Music-book. Send 35 cents for specimen 
copy. Price,in boards, $30 per hundred. Sold 
by most book-sellers. 








Brainard’s Musical World. A monthly 
Magazine. Each number contains 36 pages of 
choice new music and interesting reading. $2 
year. Sample copy, containing $2 worth of music, 
sent on reveipt of 25 cents. 


aay Gur large and complete Catalogue of music 
and books sent free to any address on application. 
FOR SALE BY 
GARRIGUES BROS., Philadelphia. 


S. BRAINARD’S SONS, 


Mus.c Publishers, 
CLEVELAND, OHTO. 


REV. DR. SPEER’S NEW BOOK. 
JUST ASSURED BY THE 
Presbyterian Board of Publication, 


God’s Rule “ Christian Giving 
A PRACTICAL ESSAY ON 


THE SCIENCE OF CHRISTIAN 
ECONO 


14-13] 








16mo, Cloth, Price, 75 cents. 





JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superintendent, 
1834 Chestnut Sreet, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Reantiful French 01) Chromo, size $x11 
mounted ready f fer tremin sent postpaid 
for ONE AR. Grandest 
chance ever Pu x yo For partic- 
ware send stam » Address F. P. Gluck 


$20 














@ month toA 
Excx LSIOR 


“nts, everywhere. STE ton aitanerenyenah Aeiere 
Fe. Co., Buchanan, Mich. 
[16-8 











 $ECOND VOLUME OF 
inches and his Successors, 
 BY.WM, H. GROSER, B. SC. 


no} al ) 

te vulume has been written expesnly wy + 
use of those who ere studying the lovervati mal 
Lessons for the second quarter. Jt embr ces the 
Bookss of Judges, kuth. and First -smuel, and 
will be found a very valuavie aid It is published 
by the } opden Suoday-schvol Union and is for 
sale in hos country by 
2 HOS. NELSON & SONS, 42 Menkes St., 

New York. 16-4 


OF ANY, 
OF ALL 


the religious weeklies that claim the attention 
of Christian people, none are more 
deserving than 


The Sunday-School Times, 
The Sunday-School Times, 


It is a grand good paper for the Christian 
home as well as for the Sabbath-school. It 
is not a “children’s paper,” at all, as that 
term is technically used, but it has some- 
thing in it for the children. And while it 
is a paper for general religious reading in the 
family, and among all classes, its great distince- 
tion is, nevertheless, that it is a paper for ; 


LIVE CHRISTIAN WORKERS, 


in every department of earnest labors for 
Christ; and especially where such laborers are 
sure to be found, most actively and earnestly 
engaged in 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 


It is emphatically the Sunday-school teachers’ 
and workers’ organ, containing everything that 
an inquiring, zealous, growing Sunday-schoo 
man or woman can need in the way of 


NEWS, 

LESSON NOTES, 
CONVERT EXERCISES, 
HELPS AND COUNSELS, 

BLACKBOARD SKETCHES, 
WARNINGS and ENCOURAGEMENTS, 
METHODS AND RESULTS, 
HINTS AND DIRECTIONS, 
THOUGHTS AND FACTS, 
ADDRESSES 


by leading Sunday-school teachers. 
IN SHORT, EVERYTHING 
that comes within the scope of a great 
metropolitan religious and family journal, 
having especial leanings toward the inter- 


ests of the rising generation, is to be found 
in the columns of 


The Sunday-School Times, 


The Sunday-School Times, 
Is 


Full to the Brim, 


every week, with 
































Pure, | Rich, | Fresh, Wise, 

True, | Brave, | Joyous, Warm, 

Bright, | Sound, | Sensible, | Hopeful, 
Happy, | Bight, Lively, Cheery, 
Loving, | Racy, Solid, | Winsome, 
Good, | Hearty, | Royal, | Helpful 
4 READING. 


(Send for Sample Copy.) 





Terms: $2 a year in advance. 


( With Large Reductions to Clubs.) 
SEE TERMS. 





Address, 


JOHN WANAMAKER, 
Publisher, 
610 CHESTNUT STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA. 











